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ment, but that his Zemindars would not 
acquiefce thereto, until our guaids were 
taken off of tlie city gates, that they 
might have libeity to enter and go out 
when they thought proper; that this 
being granted, he would enter the Kella, 
and then and there ftrdce the £ccas, and 
i*ead the Cootba.” But as the Nabob 
will tranfmit you a copy of the letter, I 
refer you to it. 

I WILL now fuppofe the Nabob to 
have refufed complying with the flrike- 
ing the ficcas, and reading the Cootba, 
as alledged againfl him (but before this 
comes to hand you wdl know to the 
contrary, by his having previous to this 
fent orders to Mooidiedabad, Dacca, &c. 
to hrike the ficcas on the 25 th of this 
moon, being a lucky day, and of thefe 
his intentions he has wrote the King). 
Was this areafon for the Colonel’s going 
armed to his tent ? or has he authority 
to a6t in this manner unnoticed ^ Should 
he not have complained of the Nabob’s 
diaving broke his promife to him, that 
the board mighf take notice of his be- 
havior ^ 
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CluicUn, 1 he junfdiaton o! A roun;cdnr, 

Cluiinm, Lime 

Cooky, A d '} -hbourcr 

Cootbi, n'hc tom^ of public prr^cr ufctl for 

the Ivin". 

V 

Cofc or Cok, A menfure of .nbout i\vo mile'-.. 

Comd, An exprefs. 

Cov.nc, A flicll whidi p'lflos for money m the 
province of Ikng.'l , eigluv cow- 
ries •'rccillcd a pun, and from fifty 
to fixt) pun arc the a nine of a ru- 
pee. A cowrit therefore im\ be 
rated .at the j6olh part of a penn). 

Cuchcrrcc, A court ofjuflict. Alfo the oHicc in- 
to which the rents arc delivered. 

Cutwal, An inferior oirccr of the police, de- 
pendent on the fouged’^r, whofe 
bufincfs IS to uy and decide petty 
mifdcmcanors within a certain dif- 
ind. 

D, 

Dadney, Money advanced for goods. 

Dandcc, A waterman, or rov cr. 

Dauks, Stationed letter-carriers. 

Dcloll, A broker 

Dew an, The fccond officer of the province, 

Avhofc bufincfs is to fupcrintcnd the 
lands and collcdioiis Alfo the 
flcward of any man of rank. 

DcwanconnajThc dev’an’s court, or office 

Droga, An overfeer, or fupcrmdant. 
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They have alfo reprefented, that 
from the time of his blefled Majefty, 
who is received into the Divine Grace^ 
a difcount is taken in the treafuries of the 
provinces upon the coins of Cheenapa- 
tan 5 but in efFedt the filver of the 
faid coins is of the fame ftandard as thofe 
of the port of Surat, by which means 
they fuffer a great lofs: may the high 
command be iffued fortli, that provided 
their filver be of equal quality with the 
flandardof the port of Surat, &c. it iliall 
fuffer no obflrudion : and that whofo- 
^ ever of the fervants of the Company 
fliall be indebted, and fly from the place, 
be fent to the chief of the fadory ; and 
that on account of the fougedarree, and 
other forbidden articles f, by which the 
' agrents and fervants of the Company aie 

O 1 iTI 1 

much aggrieved, they be not molelted. 

The flridt and high order is iffued 
forth, that from the fifth year of the 

blefled reign, if the filver flruck atChee- 

% 

* Madrafs, , , , 

f Fines exadled by the fougedarree for drinking 
Spirituous liquors, and other petty mifdemeanors. 

napatan 
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‘‘i' ^ G T I O N X. 

Tbt iMctaft »/ iti Afintu Mr V-aafittari s 

jiurnty ts AfiKghtrTf emA rr^IaUAnj egriii 

tjj!« ; 


Great alarma of an approaching rupture be- 
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Incirafc of the complaints \mi berth fides 111 
" ^ Letters 
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coins be flruck according to the cuftoni 
' of Clieenapatan. 

The order which muft be obeyed is 
ifTued forth, let the cuftoms of the other 
factories in the provinces be obferved : 
and of this fociety (which has fadlories 
in the imperial ports, and dealings at the 
high court, and has obtained Firmauns, 
the pledges of favor, exempting them 
from cuftoms) take care of the goods of 
the {hips which are wrecked and deflroy- 
ed, and do right by tliem : and in the 
ifland of. Bombay let the fortunate 
coins be {truck after the manner of the 
coins of the empire, and pafs current : 
and on every occafion a<3:ing confor- 
mably to this enlightened decree, avoid 
and forbear to do any thing contrai*}^ to 
the {Irid: and high command. And de- 
mand not every year a new Finnud. In 
this be exa<ft: and punctual. Written on 
the 27th of Moherrum, in the fifth year 
of the aufpicious reign.” 

By virtue of this Edid:, the Compa- 
ny afterwards carried on their trade 
tQ and from Bengal free of duties, and 

the 
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fettlements, and all were obliged to 
pay. 

To fecure tbe power of continuing 
thefe exactions, the. Nabobs pofitively 
forbad our erecting any fortifications; 
and to prevent our making any advances 
towards an authority over the people of 
the country, we were not fuffered to 
execute oui own laws in capital cafes over 
the fubjeds of the Nabob, though em- 
ployed within our own fettlement, and 
refiding within our limits ; much lefs 
durfi: we give protedion to any fervant 
of the country government, or inhabitant 
of the country, who might feek a retreat 
under our flag. 

At length, in the year 1756, came a 
Nabob, who was not to be fatisfied by 
levying a fiim of money like his pre- 
deceflTors. Serajah Dowla, fucceeding 
his grandfather, promifed himfelf a vafl; 
treafure at once from the plunder of the 
town of Calcutta; and fo, upon pre- 
tence of our building new fortifications, 
or in refentment of our protedion given 
to a fubjed of the government (for both 

VoL. I. C thefe 
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fecurtty. By our influence in the coun- 
Z tJ Gomponys trade was freed from 

tlw impofitions it was', before liable m. 

and they enjoyed the beneht 
maun in its full extent; but their ne 
connedions brought on a vaft mcreafe 
expences in every branch, for which i 
very foon appeared a fufficient provifion 
was not made. The following is a copy 
of the Treaty with Meer Jaffier. 

<rranjlatmi of the Treatv e>:ecuted by 
Meer Jaffier. , 

nr I R S T, Whatever articles were 
-C agreed upon in the time of peace 
with the Nabob Serajah Dowla I agree 

to comply with. - i. „i,n, 

Secokb, The enemies of the Enghfh 

are my enemies, whether they be Indi- 

Third, All the effeds and radories 
belonging to the French in provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oiiffa, fhall 
main in poffeffion of the Enghfli, nor 
will I ever allow them any more to le - 

tie in the three provinces. 

C 2 


Fourth, 
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piny fix hundred yards without the ditch. 

■ '■ 'Ninth, all the-land lying to the fouth 
of Calcutta ’ as far as Culpee, fliall he 
the zemindarree of the-Englifti Company; 
and all the officers of thofe parts ftiall 
be finder their jurifdiaion, the revenues 
to bd paid by them (the Company) in the 
fame manner with other zemindars. 

Tenth, Whenever ' I demand the 
'Engliffi affiftance; I will be at the charge 
of the maintenance 'of their troops. 

' Eleventh, not ereft any new 

fortifications below Hoogly near the 

fivet Ganges. ' ' ■ 

Twelfth, As foon as I am efta- 
Hilhed in the government of the tliYee 
provinces, the aforefaid fums fliall be 
faithfully paid. ’ 

/ j < \ I ' V 

bated 1 5th Ramezan, in the fourth 
year of the King a reign.” , 

The idea of provifion for the future 
feems to have been loft, in the apparent 
immenfity of the fum ftipulated for com- 
penfation of the Company’s Ioffes at the 
capture of Calcutta, The expences 

c 3 of 
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and ouv expences will be daily in- 
creafing by an augmentation of fepoys 
and other country forces, by larger de- 
mands of troops from England, wito 
conftant fupplies of aitlllery and mihtaiy 
ftores proportionate to ourprefentengage- 
ments^and views,' and laftly, by the pux- 
chafe Of materials and pay of workmen 
fnr rarrvine on the new fort. 

To anfwer all which it is “ 

the treaty, that whenever the Nabob de- 
mands the affiftance of the Enghfc, 
he will be at the charge of the mam 

Lceofthe troops 1 which charge It was 

afterwards. agreed, Oiould be computed 

at the rate of one lack of rupees pa 

month, to be paid by the Nabob during 

Te time the army flrould be aftaally m 
the field. This would barely pay the 

immediate field expences of the army^ 

'it did not at all take in the mcreafe of 
the military eftahlifiiment 
which heavy expence, when P 

were in earrifon, fell entirely upon tl 

r,:,™ A », w.. ... r*" ”t 

for L extenfive fortifications, and the 
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hfs ferv^ts, or the people employed un- 
der their authority. They began to trade 
in the articles which were before prohi- 
bited, and to interfere in the affairs of 
the country 5 of which the Nabob com- 
plained very frequently to the Englifh 
refident' at his court, and the' governor 
of Calcutta,'' infifting particularly, that 
no one -fhould be permitted to trade in 
fait and' beetle-nut. Some of thefe 
complaints will be feen in the following 
letters. „ 


Exira^ of a Letter from Mr. Scrafton, 
Ref dent at the NabobV Court, to P. 
"R. Pearkes, Efqy and the Council at 
Dacca, ’ ^without Date, but wrote be-’ 
tween the \\th and zift of July, i75'8. 

tyENTLEMENj • ^ ' 

T "Acquainted you byexprefs pulwar, 
_ of the complaints made to me by 
the Nabob’s Meer Moonfhee, of your op- 
pofing Nehimodee, in pofTeffing -him- 
felf of RufTelpqor and Hydrapoor, for 
which he had ^epeived aniple perwanahs 
from^the Nabob’s Dewan* 


There 
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l^cr to the Nabob, containing the rtfolu- 
tions of the Board upon the foregoing 58 

The Nabob publifhct a gcneial exemption of 
duties — — — 61 

Pebate upon that fubje^ with the refolution 
of the Board, to inlift on the Nabob # an- 

nulting that aS ' — ■■■ 63 

JkleiT Johnftooc and Hay accufc Mr Vanfit- 
tart of haying made a pnyatc agreement 
with the Nabob, for the benefit of his own 
trade ■ - ' — 77 

Mr VanTittart** anfvreia ■ ■ ■ ■ 78 

Two letter! from the Nabob, ccmtaln>ng a 
warm remonftrance againA the proceeding* 

of the Beard — ■ 80 

Letter from the Chief and Courted at Patna, 
with an account of a fray between fome of 
their feepoya, and the Nabob a forces at 

Gyah — — 88 

T)ie Board oHended at the Nabob * letters 90 

Debaw in conrcqucnce, whether MdE Aroy- 
and Hay fhould proceed on their depu* 
tation «. - -- 

Agreed, they fbould fet out and wait the Na- 
bob % anfwer at Coflimbuear — jaa 

6 E C T I O N Xn 

Tff % tf Mejf jimjatt end Hay j tbur 

fft e end ether t Trrrmrti, f* tht death 

tf Mt dstjatt J22 

The Board i mBni'lioiu to Mcfl' Amyatt and 

lU ; .,,8 

Mr 
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do die fame in your name 5 which prac- 
tice, if contiilued, will oblige him to 
throw up his poll of Shalibunder Dioga. 
In the affair of Mr, Chevalier^s fait you 
informed me, diat you had paid the 
Shahbunder duties for that parcel ; the 
fame information^ I think, I received 
from Mr, Waller. ■ I have, in another 
letter, acquainted you with the fame 
complaint from him. What other cir- 
cumffances there may be m this affair, 
that might ferve to give a different light 
into it, from what I have conceived fiom 
the particulars already mentioned, I know 
notj but I muff deffre, that you will 
prevent thefe complaints from going be- 
fore the Nabob. We have not, I believe, 
any right to trade in fait and beetle-nut, 
at lead it was never (that I know of) 
fHpulated in our favour with the Nabob ; 
and with refped to the fait trade, i my- 
felf know, that none of the Company’s 
ferVants, not the Colonel himfelf, has 
ever engaged in it without the Nabob’s 
Perwannah.” 


'EiXfraB 
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allowed to buy or fell either of thofe ar- 
5 tlcles'but^with''his permilTion. ' 

I DESjRE you will ihake the ilrifteft 
eucj^uiry into ^this, ,and take eiFcdtual 
care, to prevent fuch complaints for the 
future. . ^ 

A' TRANSLATION of a letter from the 
Wadadar of the Pergunah under the feal 
of Mr. Cheyalier, in anfwer to the de- 
mand made him, to know by what 
authorjity he came into thofe parts^ I 
fend you herewith ; on which I fhall only 
make this remark 5 that the magiftrates, 
and public officers, of the government, 
have ah undoubted right to fee the Com- 
pany’s duftuck, having no other way to 
diflmguifh between the agents of the 
Clomp^y and others ufurping the Eng- 
liffi, name ^ nor, the Company any means 
befides to fecure their own privileges, 
it cannot therefore but appear ftrange in 
any , perfons employed by the Engliffi;, 
•ffiat ^ they Lfhould make* any , difficulty ^ to 
hiow by what powers -they^are commif* 
honed j, unlefs^ they are confciops, .that 

^ey are guilty of practices which ought 

to 
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a copy of the funimd ? If you want to 
be informed who I am, and who fent 
me, fend a man to the Chief, avho will 
anfwer you. If the people of your Per- 
gunah are guilty of any infolence to 
mine, I fliall chaftife them handfomely 
for it. Forbid your people, that they 
enter i nto no quarrels with mine 5 if they 
do without reafon, they fliall he punifli- 
ed ; if my people behave lU to yours, do 
you write me word of it, and I will pu- 

nilh them.” 

ExtraB of a Letter from the Governor 
(Mr. Holwell) to Mr. Haftings. 

. Bated 1 1 Feb. 1760. 

“ T ^ returned no leply to the 
vV Nabob’s Perwannahs to the 
council for two reafons ; his large feal af- 
fixed to them is derogatory to the Compa- 
ny’s honour, and addrelfes of this kind’ 
to the council muft be at all events 
quafhed in the beginning, or the dig- 
nity of the prehdent wdl fail to nothing. 

If he pleafes to addrefs me on thofe fub- 

^ je 61 :s, 
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the month of July 1760, when 
I came to Bengal to fucceed Colonel 
Clive. It is enough if I give a plain and 
diftina view of the fituation in which I 
found his affairs, and the Company’s. 

The greateft part of the Nabob’s and 
the Englifli forces was at Patna, to op- 
pofe the Shahzada, who for three years 
fucceffively had invaded the province, 
and at this time was more powerful than 
ever, by the number of difaffedled Ze- 
mindars who had joined him, or efpouf- 
ed his intereft, in different parts of the 
country. The Nabob’s army confifted 
as ufual of a great number of undifci-^ 
'plined people, who were never regular- 
ly paid, but were kept together by the 
piomifes of Saddoc Alice Cawii/, the 
Nabob’s fon, who commanded them^ 
that he would be anfwerable for their 
arrears one time or other. Being difap- 
pointed of thefe hopes by the d^alh of 
'the Nabob’s fon, who was killed by 
lightening the 3d of July, their clamo- 
Tous demands could no longer be'reflrain- 
^ Commonly called the Chuta Nabob. 

Yoj,. I. D ed. 
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p’effon, ahd was no'lefs in arrears- to 
tKefn ; {hefe alfo loling tKeir Be'ft depen-i 
dehce, by the dtoh of the ]Sfa!b6^)’s fon, 
could no longer b6 fktisfied with pfohii-^ 
ffe, but ihfiiie'd, iii a moft tumultnou^ 
manhef; oh iniihediatd payment. Mot6 
than once the](^ furrounded the palace,' 
abufed the principal officers-' id the' moft 
opprobrious language', and daily threat- 
ened' the Nabob’s life / thf6" the weak- 
nefS of Ms’ goVefhrxi6nt,' add the general 
difaffieduOh of the people, tli'e revenues 
6f in'offi parts 6f the’ pfovin'ce were with- 
held by the Zemindafs, dhd t'h6' hlabob 
fiad fo liCtle atfehtion to’,' or capacity fOr 
'bhli'nefs', tliat what' little was colledted, 
Was in a gVeat h?eaftire appropriated by 
his favorite's to their 6'wn pYofit. 'The 
^^Beerhoom.RaJa, wholfe cohhtry is fltu- 
athd’ within a few rniMs" of the capitaf; 
Mooirffiedabad, had declared for' the 
-Shahzad'ah, ^ and hacf raifeh a fofce^ with 
Which he tlifeatene'd' to' attack tfee city ; 
•and the Nabob hkd- fd liftl'e power of 
dppoling KihV, that- a body' 6f troops, 
which oYderOd out a^inffi hhii in 

D 2 the 
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Copy of the Fi'oceedings at Com- 

mittee'y6<?/(^^7fCalcutta, Sept. II, 1760. 
Picfenf Mef Vanfittart, Caillaud, 
Sumner, Holwell, and M'Gwire. 

cc Colonel informs the Com- 

■A mittee, that he left Patna the 
31ft of lafb month, at which time the 
piince was at Dowdnagore on this fide 
the Soane ; that all the reports of his 
croffing it were over, and that Monfieur 
Law, v/ith Mudara Dowla, was pre- 
paiing to repafs the river and join him. 
It vvas faid, their next motion would be 
towards Camgar Cawn, with Whom the 
■operations of the next campaign were to 
be fettled. , 

Before w6 refolve upon a plan 
of future operations, we will attempt a 
•defcription of the flate the Company’s 
affairs are now in ; and this not to be 
confined to Bengal, but withregaid alfo 
to the exigencies of the other fettlements, 
who are told to depend on this for fup- 
plies of money. jQ^ur influence encreafing 
from time to time, fince the revolution 
, ■ ~ “ Q 2 brought 
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to that throne. One of thofe paities *'*•• 
has repeatedly invited the Shahzada to 
him j and it is well known wliat offers 
he has made, botli to the Nabob and us, 
for our afliftancc. The fame reafons 
may be fuppofed yet to have their weight 
wddi him, while the difpute remains 
undecided. And is it not probable, 
that fuch an affiftance given to the 
prince, and thrown into Abdallee’s fcale, 
would enfure the fuccefs of the enter- 
prize ^ The immediate confcqiience of 
this to Bengal, would be clearing the 
country of an enemy, by removing the 
caufe, whence all the late troubles and 
confufion have arofe; and if we, with 
reafon, flatter ourfelves we fliould fuc- 
ceed, what advantages may. not the Com- 
pany expedt ? 

Supposing tliis change of nieafures 
does not appear to the Nabob in the light 
we have reprefented, it is to be confi- 
' dered, whether the exigencies of the 
Company's affairs before deferibed, do 
iiot require bur forming fuch connedtions 

' The Abdaliec. ' ' 

> ' inde- 
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T he fix'teentli part'6f a'ru|)ee. 

An addrefs'frotaan inferior. 
An addrefs‘'‘to the Kihg^ fo' called 
from the two initial’ ‘words always 
ufed m'fuch'an'addrefs. ' 

A dependent';' or any perfon on whom 
' a claim is made. ' ^ 

Or ameeii, a fupeiVifor ; a perfon em- 
ployed to examine and regulate any 
bufinefs. 

An officer of the revenues. 

The fame. 

A warrant, or order of the govern- 
ment, empowering a perfon to take 
pofleffion of any land 
A place where goods are manufadluicd 
or produced for fale. ' i ' 


B. 

An intoxicating herb. 

A Gentoo fervant, employed in the 
management of commercial affairs. 

a 4 Batta, 
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that wc could wifli in this rcfpea, as it is 
likely may never happen again an op- 
portunity tliat will give us both power 
and right. 

Another principal motive that urges 
us to think of changing our fyjflem, is 
the want of money : a want that is not 
confined to ourfelves alone, but upon 
which greatly depend the operations of 
the coaft 3 the redudion of Pondicherry 3 
and the provifion of an inveftment for 
loading home the next year’s fiiips at all 
the three Prefidencies. 

It is hardly to be doubted, that the 
Shahzada would be willing to enter into 
a negotiation with us independent of the 
Nabob 3 but fuch a meafure would nei- 
ther be for the interefi:, nor the honor 
of our nation : our views in - adopting, 
this fyftem, fiiould be diredted rather* to 
^ ftrengthen, than weaken or overthrow 
the prefent Nabob. All we defire is, 
to fee the power removed out of the hands 
of that fort of men, who now rule and 
diredt his affairs, and through whole mif- 
management and fjrauds, the country and 

his 



„u EX EL A NATION 
Batta, Exchange. Alfo djet-money allowed 
to the troops in the£eld 
Bazar, A daily market. 

Begum, A prmcefitj a ude given to every lady 
of rank. 

Beetle, The name of an aromatic leaf, and of 
a nut of the (Ite and appearance of 
a nutmeg, which the natives of In- 
dia conftandy chew and eat b e twe en 
their mealt, A fmaH parcel of thefe 
from the band of a fupenof, u al- 
ways r ece t Ycd as a pledge and tHur- 
ance of protc^on. 

Bildar, A man who works with a bed, an m- 
(Irumcnt like a fpade. 

BurkundaChA matchlockman 
Buxbundcr The office of cuHoma at Hoogley 
Buay, A payroaftcr 
C 

Calarree, A fait work, 

Caoun, Sixteen puns of cowncs, equal to near- 
ly eight pcn« of Englilb money 
Chokey, A guard | alfo a place appointed for the 
receipt ofcuHoms 
Cbokeydar, The officer of a guard 
Chubdir, An attendant, wbofe office is to carry 
mdlages, and proclaim the approach 
of \ ifiton, Lc. literally (laff bearer, 
fo called from 2 ftafF of wood, or 
fdver, according to the rank of bis 
mallcT, which hccamcs in his hand. 

Chuckla, 
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prove rather a gcncial good, than a fub- 
jed of rcpioich. 

Such being the fitiiation of affairs 
when the fcenc of adion began to open, 
there was no time to be loft. The offeis 
made by Mcer Cofhm, independently 
of the bcnchts which would accrue to 
the Company from them, prefen ted to 
us the only _mcans of evading the 
dangers, which threatened die very exif- 
tence of the Company, of removing the 
war from the country, and remedying 
die diforders of the government. The 
Committee, therefore, after many con- 
ferences with Mcer Cofim, unanimouf- 
lj;_^rced upon a treaty with him, which 
was executed the ayth^of September, and 
was as follows : 

Copy of the treaty concluded bet^weeii Mr, 
Vanlittart, the Gentlemen of the 
Seled Committee, and the Nabob 
Meer Mahomed Coflini Allee Cawn. 

» ■piRST, The Nabob Meer Maho- 
med Jaffier Cawn fhall continue 
in the poffeffion of his dignities, and all 

H 3 affairs 

« Mef. Caillaud, Sumner, Hoi well, and M‘Gwire. 
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fionsfor the field, &e. ihclnnd*^ ofBuid- 
wan, Mulnapoor, and Chittagong, lhall 
be aligned, and funnuds foi that pur- 
pofe fliall be written and granted. The 
Company is to hand to all lodes, and re- 
ceive all the profits of thefe three coun- 
tries ; and we will demand no more than 
the three afiignments aforefaid. 

Sixth, One half of the Chiinam 
produced at Silhet for three years, 
fliall be purchafed by the Gomailahs of 
the Company, from the people of the 
government, at the cudomary rate of 
that place. The tenants and inhabitants 
of that place fliall receive no injury. 

Seventh, The balance of the former 
tuncaws fliall be paid according to the 
Kiftbuiidee agreed upon with tlie Roy- 
royan. The jewels, which liavc been 
pledged, fliall be received back again. 

Eighth, We will not allow the 
tenants of the Sircar to fettle in the 
lands of the Englifli Company. Neither 
fliall the tenants of the Company be al- 
lowed to fettle in the lands of the Sircar , 

H 4 


Ninth, 



xzir E- X)Pi ir A iN^A iTi I lO N 
Durtar, HjA-cburt ,_i i (mJ/ , lo^ 

Doftorc, Aicufkmi, or fee 
Dufhick, A palTport jIn thc^ Narrative it-jol- 
»^t ,j (T vvdp means a ^silljxnt given by tbe 
gm ernor, or the chief* of the fiQo- 
nci, for the good* of the Company 
or thetr fervants, which exempts 
- ^ than from the payment of dutae* 

’ E 

Emarut, A building The droga of the cma- 
^ j rut i* the overfeer of the public 

buddings 

' I ' F ? 

Tlrmattn, ' royal decree In the Narrative 'it 
mean* the charter which the Com- 
pany obtained frim the King Firr- 
mkhfeer, by which they hold thor 
pavilcgej ' 

Fou^jCdar The chief magiftratc of a large dif- 
tnQ, called a Chuckla. 

Fougcdarrec,Thc appointment, or office of a fou- 



gedar 

G 

Gardcc 

A name fomctime* given to the feo- 

Gaut, 

pojrs 

A landing place, where cuftomjarc 
ufually coUeded 

Gentoo, 

A profcflbr of the ancient religion 
of India. 
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SECTION IV. 

Mr. Vanfittart’s Journey to Moorilieda- 
bad, in confequence of the Refolutions 
of the Selea Committee, witli his 
Proceedings there, till the Refignation 
of Meei Jaffier, and t]ie Promotion of 
Meer Coffim to the Subahfliip. 

Selcdl Committee’^ InJlruBmis to Mr. 
Vanfittait, and Ci?/< 3 ;ie/Caillaud.— — 
ter f}om Mr. Vanfittart to the Seled 
Committee, containing an Account of 

his firjl Interview with the Nabob. 

Reafons for making Ufe of Force againjl 
Meer Jaffier .— from Mr. Van- 
littart, and Colonel Caillaud, contain- 
ing an Account of their Proceedings, the 
Refignation of Meer Jaffier, and Pro- 
motion of Meer Coffim . — Fwo Letters 
from Mr. Vanfittart to Mr. Ellis. — 
Lwo Letters from Mr. Vanfittart. 
Colonel Caillaud to the Seledt Commit- 
tee . — Letter from the Select Commit- 
tee to Mr . V anfittart, and Colonel Cail- 
laud, approving of their Proceedings . — 

Lwo 
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Gola, 

A building, ufually 6f thatch, erc£l* 
cd for keeping grain, fait. Sec, 

Gomaftah, 

An agent, or fadtor, "‘j 

Gunge, 

A wholcfale market, principallyfor 


grain. 

'Gurrcc, 

A divifion of time, including 24. 
' minutes 

Guzerbaun, 

An officer who colledls the cuftoms 
at the ferries. 

H. ^ 

Hawaldar, 

A fubal tern officer of feepoys of the 
rank of a ferjCant. 

Haut, 

A market on ftated days. 

Hazarree, 

A commander of gunmen, literal- 
/ Jy a commander of a thoufand. 

Hegira, 

The Mahometan a;ra. 

Hircarra, 

A fpy. 

Hufb-ul-hdokum,A patent, or order, under the fcal 
of the Vjzir, with thefe initial 
words, fignifying “ according to 

-• 

the command.” 


t. 


Izara, 

A farm of the revenues. 

Izardar, 

A farmer of the revenues. 

Jagheer, 

An affignment of any part of the re- 
venues of the ftate for military 
fervice. 

' Jagheerdar, 

The poffeflbr of a jagheer. 

Jemmatdar, 

A military commander 

Jungul, 

A wood, or a wild country. 


Karoree, 
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of the 24th and 25th, diredted to him 
and the Colonel, with orders to captain 
Knox to co-operate with the chief of 
Patna, in the execution of the faid in- 
ftrudtions. When the Colonel proceeds 
to Patna, maj or Yo j.ke_.will remain with 
the command of the detachment, and 
will follow the orders of the Governor 
for his further proceedings. 

You will be continually advifed of 
the news we may receive, and of any al- 
teration that may happen here, in order 
that you may take the neceffary mea- 
fures for fending back the detachment, 
in cafe any danger from abroad iliould 
threaten the fettlement.” 

We reached Coffimbuzar the 14th of 
Odtober, and the next morning the Na- 
bob paid me a vilit, during which I re- 
prefented to him the neceffity of his tak- 
ing fome vigorous and immediate mea- 
fures, for removing the dangers which 
threatened the provinces under his go- 
vernment on every fide offering my 
hearty affiflance, of which at the fame 
time he feemed to be willing to accept 5 

fo 



xxri 

j 1 / 


E'i'p I ^'N'^ T i b 

rC3n„ .iilI/- lliOlO .( !(< 

-^ut K I fn 1 

Karorcc, The Gme assn radadar A® oSac^t 
V. r_ Cl 1 ?cf rthc govemutent, who' for 
icctnnuffiorf of two or three 
emt makes himfclf rdpon£tblc f( 5 r 
t the renli of a tcmindarrcc, ' ^ ^ 

Katbarra, i A duty Icvitd on new boats 
Kjjxzcc, / The chief inagifiiate appointed to 
rr ' odmimlbr jafbee to thcMihome- 

1 1 tans according tp their written Uw 

Ke}Ia, I A'forti al/ba^pahtcc. 

Kelladar, T*he governor of a fort 
Ka]laat, a A’ dreCi given to a periba iuvei^ 
With anyDcw office. 
i Theamoimtof t Jhted paynaent* 

kiftbundee, Anagreemcntfof'theftatcdpa^enU 

of a Arm of money, to be dif- 
chorged at different times 
Krort, Ten millions 

L. 

Lsekf One hundred tljoufand 

M 

Ilahal ' Any land, or a public fund, yielding 
a rcxcnoc to the government, 
htihal Serai, The v omen • apartments 
hlalgnxarrcc. The land revenue, 

Mangcc, The hclmfman of a boat. 

Maund, A weight of 75 to 80 lb “ ^ 

f Ihirajah, A title fignifying Great Rajah 

Mohr, 
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of the 24th and 25th, direded to him 
and the Colonel, with orders to captain 
Knox to co-operate with the chief of 
Patna, in the execution of the faid in- 
ftrudfions. When the Colonel proceeds 
to Patna, major Yorke will remain with 
the command of the detachment, and 
will follow the orders of the Governor 
for his fuither proceedings. 

You will be continually advifed of 
the news w'e may receive, and of any al- 
teration that may happen here, in order 
that you may take the neceffary mea- 
fures for fending back the detachment, 
in cafe any danger from abroad fliould 
threaten the fettlement.” 

We reached Coflimbuzar the 14th of 
Odober, and the next morning the Na- 
bob paid me a vifit, during which I re- 
prefented to him the neceffity of his tak- 
ing fome vigorous and immediate mea- 
fures, for removing the dangers which 
threatened the provinces under his go- 
vernment on every fide ; offering my 
hearty affiflance, of which at the fame 

time he feemed to be v/illing to accept ; 

fo 
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EXPLANATION. 

Oi Gold Mohr, a gold com, worth 
from 17 to 15 rupees, 
hlolungcc, A worker of fait. 

Moonflicc, A fccrctnry for the Pcrfiaii language. 

Muchulc.'*, A written obligation, 

i^lunfiib, A dignity. 

Mufiuid, A cloth or carpet, on which the 

people of IndoPan fit, nfed to 
fignifv the feat of the Na/im. 
Muttafeddee, Properly an ofHccr of ftatc. A term 
."’pplicd in common to any man, 
who lias the charge of accounts, 
either of the government, or of 
any perfon of confcqucncc, 

N. 

N.ibob, {Properly Naw'ab, being the plural 
of N.aib) a title given to every per- 
fon of noble r.ank By pre-emi- 
nence It IS generally ufed to fignify 
the N.izim, 


Naib, 

A deputy. 

Naic, 

A fubaltcrn ofBccr of the feepoys, of 
the rank of a corporal. 

Nazim, 

Tlic firR officer of a province, in 
whofc hands the executive power is 
lodged He IS ufually for diftinc- 
tion Riled the Nabob. 

Neabut, 

A deputyRiip. 

Nezzer, 

A prefent to a fuperior. 

Nezzeranna, 

A fum paid to the government, as an 
acknowledgment for a grant of 
lands, or any public office, Ni- 



^mipBions in Bengal, hi 

loner s going toPatna, without a large fum . 
of money, would be of no ufe; and that it 
is not by temporary remittances of forty 
or fifty thoufand rupees, that the prefent 
confufion can be remedied, or his afi-airs 
carried on in future, but by fome gene- 
ral legulation, which may give more con- 
fidence to his ofiicers and troops, I 
defcribcd every thing in the worfi; light 
I could, hoping, that by magnifying 
his difficulties, I might bring him more 
eafily to confent to thofe meafures, which 
we have refblved on. This feemed to 
operate in the manner I could wifii ; he 
faid more than once, that he would glad- 
ly follow any advice I fliould propofe to 
him, defired that I would confider the 
matter fully be^een this and to-morrow 
evening, and promiffid on his part to do 
the fame, and that he would then meet 
me at Muradbaug, and come to fuch 
determination as Ifhall approve. Upon 
the whole, I have great hopes I fiiall be 
able to obtain the propofed advantages 
for the Company. Obtain them indeed, 

I will ^t all events, but I hope, and much 

wiffi. 
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Ntzaimit,riTlie cfBce orpoft-ofja Nizma ^ 

Nobi^'*^ A band of inufic) allowed only to per- 
fons of the higheft rank, by a gbaht 
I i from the Crown i ^ 

O T ! U tU ■( 

Ornrah, The plural of Aunicex, n Lord of the 
Empire 

, P 

Pahr, A vanablc dinfion of time, confilbng of 
fuch a number of gume5 ai vnll form 
nearly a quarter of the natural day 
or night 

peon, A footman, or attendant 

Perganah, The largeft divifion of land in a Zc- 
ramdarrcc. 

Perwamuh, A grant or letter under a great feal from 
any man of power to a dependent. 

Pdhkar, A llcrrard 

Pdhcufh, A tnbutc paid to the Crown, as an ac*. 
knondedgmentfoT any tenure. 

Pulwar, A light boat ufed for difpatcbo 

Pun, Eighty cowna, of the t-alac of about 
an halfpenny 

Pykar, A perfon who purchafes goodi from 
the hrfr hand tofdl to the merchant 

R 

RJidar, An officer employed m coTlefiing the 
dunes by land 

A iitic gnco to t:\crj Gentoo of rank, 
siijinJly appropriated only to the 
principal /cmindar* 


Raunee. 
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him ill, feized upon his boats, and for 
thefe three days paft, theie has been fuch 
a. fcene of confulion, I cannot exprefs 
it ; the feepoys are no ways under their 
commanders, and do almofb what they 
pleafe ; and this fcene is likely to conti- 
nue, and probably may end in Rajebul- 
lub’s being cut off, or fome difafler up- 
on the city j nothing but the fear of our 
army prevents it, for a trifle will flir 
them up to raflinefs 5 however, they have 
obliged him to fwear he will not go, 
till money or Coflini Allee Cawn comes 5 
indeed, they will not let him go, and 
ufe him moft exceffively ill.” 

But thefe hopes were foon loft. From 
the 1 5th to the 20th, I tried every means 
to bring the Nabob -to reafon ; but I 
found his jealoufyand indolence immove- 
, able, fo that my only choicejv/asjp make 
5 ufe of forcible meafures, and adt upon the 
'Nabob’s fears, or elfe to return with dift 
grace to Calcutta, after having juft done 
-enough to create a breach between the 
Nabob and the Englifli 5 Meer Coffim 
would have been left a faciifice to the 
VoL. I. I Nabob’s 



v\r; 
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RnuncCj Ptoptrh* Rrnntr, (ulc pncn to liic 

V oinrn of J. ink ‘Miioioj;!! tl^cGcntoos. 

Rcip(, A (cn-’iit. 

R'fi'lP, An indcp.iulfi.t. corp* of horfc. 
Riftill'nl-r, 'I'hc, connnuuki ol !uch i cntp'x 
RowriM?, A)tr.fip('it, oi cti tific.iiL, from i)\i. col- 
I'vRor of thctuilcjin. 

Ro)ro} ?n, 'riit principal oHiccr mulcr the Dowan, 

V lio liai t)ic nninrdi.ut cliarffcof tlic 

Clow ,1 hiuh. 

Rupee, Afihcrco’ii, wortli about ?s 6d. 

S 

5!ccpn\, A foldicr This word ij. chiefly tifcd 
for the Tndnn tiooj)*- difeiplincd af- 
ter the Rurnpean nfoncr. 

Serai, A h'^itinn; pl’tc for tro'cliei*' 

Sc/ iwcl, 'J'hc fa*nc as tdifildar. An ofilcer im- 
plojcd for .1 n.onth In fabp, to col- 
IcR tlic .X V times 

Slnh, I'iic Kinj, oi I'mpcror 

Shahhundcr,Thc oP'ce of cuPor's .it Dacca 
SJirdv id'’, A Prince, or Ion ol a Ring Aii}’ 
perfon of ro\al cxtraftion 
ShrofF, A banker 

Sicca, A coin , commdnlj ufed to figmly the 

rupee of the Bengal mints 
Sicda.r, The collector of the rents of a village. 
Snear, T. he Rate. 

Subah, A piovincc, improperly ufed for the 

Suhahdar. 

Subahdar, The governor of a province, alfo the 
commander of a company of feepoys. 

Subah- 
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‘‘Copy k'aLetieryromMr'. Vanfittart ani. 

' ' "Colonel Cailiaui '^ta%e Seleft Commit- 
teef'-I)<7?WI^ur#baug, Oaober zi, 

f j ^ ^ , I i H 

1760. ■ , . , 

Gentlemen, ^ 

« ri^HE Governor wrote you yeften- 
A day of ^ the affairs here being 
fettled 40 .W Company’s advantage. We 
ihail/now have the. honor to acquaint 
'you D£,therfteps by which we advanced 
to this point of fuccefs, 

^TniNa&b’s vifit to the Governor 
a^Coffimbuzar, the 15th of the month, 
Vs well, -as that we paid him^the next day 
In return, paffed only in, general convert 
ration. The 1 8th, he came hefe to talh 
upon bufinefs, In ordei- .to give him a 
4ear view of the bad management ^ of 
his miniftersj, by which his own affairs, 
,as well as the Company’s, were reduced 
to fo dangerous a<ftate, and jhe inhabi- 
tants ingeaeral,to want and mffery, we 
- had prepared three letters, which, after a 
fliort and friendly introdudion, the Go« 
3^0rnor delivered to hims and of which 

tranflations 



XXX EXPLANATION 
Subahdarrcc, or fabahlhip The office of a fubahda^ 
Surmxid, A grant. 

Sumnuit, Rupees of oH date*, on which a dif- 
count IS allowed. 

T 

Taa!ook> A fmaJl zcnundarrec. 

TaalookdarjTbc zemindar of a fmsll diftnft. 
Tahiildar, or Sezawcl An officer employed for a 
monthly Calory to colled therevenue* 
Tanria, A finall forf 
Tamnadar, A commander of a fniall fort. 

Tclinga, A feepoy lb named from a country of 
that name, from whence the firll 
fcepoyi were probably cnlilled 
Tofall, A colledfon of caJarret*, or CJt pant 
Tomtom, A name which i» vulgarly given to the 
Indian Drum* ufed m prodamatjoni 
Tuncaw, Anaffignment. 

V 

Vacketl, An attorney, or agent 

W 

\\ adadar, The tame a* karooret j an officer of 
the coUcdiont 

Y 

YcCawcl, A ftatc meffenger 

Z 

Zemindar, A perfon uho holds a certain trad of 
land immediately of the government, 
on condition of paying the rent of it 
/ emiod-rxe,l'hc office of a Zctnmdar, or the 
lands held b) him 

/ enaru belonging to women The woman s 
apartments 

/21a ’ar \n t>llc*r ot the collcflionJ 


A 
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Nabob came out to tlie Colonel, declar- 
ing, that he depended on him for his 
life j and the troops then took pofTeffion 
of all the gates, and notice was font to' the 
Governor, who came immediately ; and 
' the old Nabob met him in the gate-way, 
alking> if his perfon was fafe, which 
feemed now to be all his concern. The 
Governor told him, not only his perfon 
was fafe, but his government too, if he' 
pleafed,' of which it never was intend- 
ed to deprive him. The Nabob anfwer- 
ed, that he had no more bufinefs at the 
city, that he fliould be in continual dan- 
ger from ColTim' Alice Cawn, and that 
if he was permitted to go and live in 
Calcutta, he fliould be extremely happy 
'“and contented 5 though we could not 
help lamenting his hidden fall, we were 
not forry for this propofal, as the affairs 
will doubtlefs be better managed witli- 
out him, and the advantages, ftipulated 
for the Company, be obtained '"without 
the leafl: difficulty- or delay.' ’ Coffim Al- 
ice Cawn ^ was accordingly 'feated on the 
jnufnud, and we paid hirnour 'congratu- 
‘ ^ j lations 



ADVERTISEMENT, 


^TT^HE Original Papers contained in 
A thefe Volume*: arc the fame, which 
the Friends of IVTi. Vanfittart found it 
ncccflary to publidi in 1 764, \\ ilh fomefew 
additions. They are now connc( 5 Lcd to- 
gether, by a Narrative, hich \\ ill ren- 
der them moi c intclhnhle to the Rcadci . 

o 

It is to he obferved, that the Orwinal 
Papeis rrc dillinguiflicd from the Nar- 
rati\L by in\ cited Commas, at the Be- 
ginning, and at the End of cacli Paper. 



*TrmiJa6!lo)h a l. 

chfearfulnefs^y'ahd'I 'bcili^ve-^he' days of 
his cafe will 'do him' lilbrc 'honor, than 
thofe of his power i-'ali'd’ that he will be 
much hapjiier i^Vorirdiall be my parti- 
cular care that he wants for nothing ; 
every tiling is perfcdtly quiet here ^ I arh 
waiting 4b' 'get the fiinnuds, to fee how 
the young Nabob goes on ; and to give 

inftrudtions for his gui- 
dance. In four or live days I hope every 
thing will be'complete ; and that I fhall 
be fetting out for Calcutta with a rein- 
forcement for your trcafury ; fuch as will 
enable ‘us to’ fend a fupply to Madras, 
and to keep our invehment jogging on 
here.’* 


ExtraB of a Letter fio7n Mr. Vanfittart 
'to Mr. Ellis. Muradbaug,' 'Odober - 
23, 1760. ' ‘ ' . . 


‘‘ thing .remains ,perfeaiy 

J— / quiet, and the new I^abob does 
not ipare pains to get .the, affairs regu- 
lated. He will have no ealy taik of it. 
The bdance^^due,' tQ,,fhp,/qepoypds,hra- 
menle.- „ . Mop;ey: .found in ijth&n treafury, , 

nonev‘‘ 




•Tra'hfa^mi JB £ n g a l . i 

' CAiiNAtJ 3(riv£d''&t the latnft 
Wfee tWUi .Mt./Bll«>- tod .jbined me-at 
MUfadbaUg thc' ioth in.thc'lAotnlng, at 
the Very inftant' that Cblohdl Cailkud 
Was at th& head of his trobps, iti onb of 
tho coutt yards of the Nabob’s palaee» 
t-idefired the IVIajor to go tliere too, ajid 
Ufe his ettd'eaVots joihtly with the Co- 
lonel to prevent any difturbances in the 

fcity. -I followed immediately after, and 

when -all Was fettled with the old Na- 
bob, 'major Carnac defired to flay with 
the detaohment at Moorlthedab'ad, for 
■&fe fecurity of Meer ColTim, who Was 
juft then-proclaimed j bat I fettled it, 
that major Yorke fliould ftay at Moor- 
fhedabad, and major 'Carflac proceed 
wMi the -Colonel to 'Patna, to retfeive 
the Command of the troops from hlmi^' 
as'the Governor and Council at Madras' 
ted'Wrote -for him, to return and Join’’ 
tire army before Pondicheri'y, 

_ MajOs. ‘Oair'Na'c reftiain'cd with me 
at 'Muradba-og, till i fct lOut from dien'oe 
or Calcutta j, during which time he was 
^ I7 -the •iBGtives of 
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fr^ M 3?-^ F^ 

te.j« ffS .^'■'tes M M k^ 

INTRODUCTION. 

S the Eaft India Company’s con- 
^ A ^ cerns with the country govern- 
ment of Bengal have of late 
years engaged the attention of the pub- 
lic, I am prompted, both by duty and 
inclination, to give the world a full and 
circumftantial account of all the mate- 

I 

rial tranfadtions that palTed while I pre- 
hded at Calcutta. The fadts fliall be 
fupported by authentic copies from the 
records, that the motives of each ftep, 
being traced to their original fouices, the 
public may no longer be forced to take 
up their opinions from magazines and 
news -papers, which have been too 
frequently employed to ferve the pri- 
vate ends of deligning men. It is 
only from an unprejudiced examination 
of the motives, that a true judgment 
can be formed of the merit of tlie per- 
VoL, I, B fons 
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eft relation, it was thought his council 
and aftiftance would be the Icaft obnoxi- 
ous. But if, on the other hand, he (hould 
have determined to admit of no one near 
him, and continually lefufe every appli- 
cation for the advantage of the Compa- 
ny, and even common juftice in the per- 
formance of paft agreements, would it 
have been expedient to facrifice the inter- 
eft of the Company, and the profpedt of 
relieving the province from its diftrefted 
ftate, to the invincible jealoufy of one 
man ? And might we not, with more 
reafon, place our paft fervices in the fcale, 
againft tlie benefits received from him 5 
and purfue, with fteadinefs, the plan de- 
termined on, as moft for the welfare of 
the country in general, and of the Com- 
pany in particulai ? 

That Cofiim Alice Cawn had views 
of the Subahdarree for himfelf, when he 
entered into tlie treaty with us, is beyond 


all doubt but they were views in rewr- 
fton, not immediate. In the mean time 
he engaged, that through the influence 

we were to give him over the old Na 

M A bob, 


t 
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Ions concerned in the condud of any 
publick bufinefs Thus, if the motives 
of the Scled Committee, for enter- 
ing into engagements with Mcer Cof- 
Cm m September 1760, fhall be found 
to he good, and the revolution which 
followed to be unavoidable, without 
cvpofing the Ball India Company to 
rum, the Nabob Mcer Jafher to an ig- 
nomimous death, and the provinces, 
already opprclTed b) foreign enemies, to 
the accumulated mifenes of a civil war, 
in fuch cafe, I fay, the tranfaftion muft 
be approved, and the promoters of it 
ma) rallicr hope for applaufe than fear 
reproach 

Cndcavours have been ufed torepre- 
fent the government of the Nabobs m 
India as a lacrcd and fixed inheritance, 
w nil a dcCgn to throw an odium upon 
this change in Bengal, b) making it ap- 
pear as a \ lolation of the rights of princes, 
and an oTcncc againfl. tlic confbtutional 
laws of the empire It ma) be proper 
to fet this matter in a true light, by c\- 
•mi-ung what is the nature of the Na- 
bob s 
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cnv thdif it can' always be' difpofed of as 
we fee beft*'"- ^ 


? A's^ to 'Midnapoor,’ it is 'not a month 
fince captain White^tobk’pblTe'ffion, and 
he had no orders-tb cblledmbney. Mr. ' 
Johnftbne is appointed for that piirpofe, 
bnt fet out fo lately/ that his arrival is 
not yet heard^ of. 

e-AND for Chittagong, Mr. Verelfl/and 
the other- gentlemen appointed, fet out' 
only twenty' days ago. We muft give' 
them time> to .arrive, before we can ex- 
ped: to 'collect money. 

/• Surely here is a fair proipedt of ad- 
vantages accruing to the Company ; and' 
of prefent benefits, ^ inftances fhall alfo 
be "mentioned. 

“ The payment of the arrears due~ 
to the Englifh troops at Patna ; and of 
what we advanced to the Nabob’s troops. ' 
V An affiflance to the Company of 
five lacks, which Mr. Batfon, at CoP 
fimbuzar, is now receiving. 

Leave granted for coining Mopr- 
ihedabad ficcas in our mint, which was 
before confined to Calcutta ficcas. 


Who 


« 
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bob’s appointment, and fliewing, by way 
of inftance, the fucceflion in Bengal from 
the beginning of this century. In 
this inquiry, Meer Jaffier will be found, 
like- mod; of his predeceffors, to have 
feized the government by force, and 
that force not his own, but borrowed 
fiom the Enghfli, v/ho cnteied into an 
alliance with him, in hopes by his 
afliftance to be revenged on Serajah 
Dowla. How little affiflance he gave, 
and how ill he obfeived the ai tides of 
that alliance, is fufficienlly known ; and 
I mention thefe circumHances, only to 
remove the falfe notions that have been 
fuggefled, not meaning to bring them into 
the prefent aigumentj for as on the one 
hand it was not intended to charge Meer 
Jaffier with his infidelity to us, if he 
wopld have agreed to the new meafures, 
which the neceffity of the Company’s af- 
fairs, and the ftate of the country, requir- 
ed, fo, on the other hand, fuppofing 
his rights to have been as valid as they 
are 'reprefented, and independent of us, 

B 2 I coirld 
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It is afferted, that the miniflcrs com- 
plained of, imdci the old Nabob, have 
received marks of favor from the prefent 
Nabob ; two of them have received tlie 
compliment of a kellaat, of a drefs up- 
on the adjuflment of their accounts? 
but they are in no employ or truft ? if 
they were, it would not be in their pow- 
er to do now the fame injuries to the 
Company and country^ as they did in 
the old Nabob’s time j becaufe the prC- 
fent Nabob would not be fo cafily led to 
give .ear to their evil councils as his pre- 
dccedbr. 

It is affefted alfo> that the prefent 
Nabob has beeh guilty of fomc afiaflina- 
tions. This the Governor believes is a 
falfe report. He declares, that he had 
not before heard of any fuch proceed- 
ing, although he has pretty good intel- 
ligence of what paffes ? and that he has 
enquired particularly, fince he faw it lb 
pofitiVely afferted, and has great reafon 
to think it is an Ulijufl acccufation ? if 
it fhould prove true, we iliould not fo 
eafily excufe a crime fo fliocking, nor 

think 
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I could not m fuch circumftances liave 
adcd othcrwife than I did ' \ ' 

The Nabob, as he is ufually termed, 
or properly the Nazim of a province,'' is 
an officer of the Mogul government, ap- 
pointed to fupenntcnd the affiurs of the 
provmcc during the plcafure of the 
court This commiffion extends not 
even to the life of the poffelTor, and in 
the early times of the empire it was ufii- 
al to make frequent rcrooinls, to prevent 
the dangerous efFeSs of an inercafing in- 
fluence Neither, according to the on- 
ginal inftitution, has he any right to 
interfere in die management of the reve- 
nues, which branch belongs to another 
cfficcr, called the Dcivan, appointed alfo 
bj thecourt, and in cicry refpeft indcpcn- 
ilcnt of the Nazim It is true, that fince 
the authontj of the emperors began to 
decline, the Nazims, taking advantage of 
the diftraflions of the (late, have gene- 
rall) cflabliflied themfehes in fuch a de- 
gree of indepcndcno, as to paj little 
riD-T: tlun a nominal obedience to the 
court The forms arc ftill kept up, but 

they 
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vice, aor having-any^regard for the Com7 
pany, are coafulted upon, affairs which 
do not belong to -them 3 .by which un- 
fortunately they^ain-an afcendency over 
tlie minds of better men than themfelves; 
and this authority they exert to the ut- 
mofl, to, , the purpofe of making divifi- 
pns in the fettlement, and more parti- 
cularly- in the , council. It is only fuch 
pens as -thofe, that can refledt upon the 
late meafures, as a breach of “ all ties, 
human and divine 5” a reproach which 
.'nothing can merit, but a premeditated 
.intention to do fome great ill. 

It were to -he wifhed, in diffents of 

- r 

_this -nature, that the reafons for the rne^- 
.fures formed were confidered-in their^fuU 
extent, the fituation of tlie Corppany^at 
home, and the fituation pf their affairs 
in general, well weighed. All thefe, in as 
full a manner as poflible^ wefeiaid before- 
the board, and our neceflities and wants 
,fo - plainly appeared, that all the mem- 
bers prefent were^ fatisfied' and convinc- 
• ed, that unlefs fome other meafums were 
purfued, we could not keep up the’c^ufc 
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tlieyferve only to fliew what was the origi- 
nal conftitution. The Dewan is flill ap- 
pointed by a commiffion from the court, 
but die intereft, or rather the force, of 
the Nazim procures it in the name of 
his fon, or nearefl relation. Upon the 
death of a Nazim, the fucceffion, whe- 
ther continued in the fame family, or 
feized by a ftronger, is not confidered as 
valid, till confirmed by the Imperial pa- 
tent 5 but this the adaial pofTefTor finds 
no difficulty in obtaining. 

About fixty years ago, we find Jaf- 
fier Cawn in the government of Bengal. 
He was fent from Delly, and held it "till 
his death, which happened in 1725. 

Shujah Cawn, of a different fami- 
ly, was fent from court to fucceed him, 
and- governed die province till 1739, 
when he died. 

His fon Serfraz Cawn, hoping to find 
a party flrong enough to fupport him, 
took poffeflion of the government, but 
maintained himfelf in it only three years. 

Alliverdee Cawn, without any 
other tide than his ambition, brought 

B 3 an 
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0 / icrs of the Sclcd Committee to Ma- 
jor Carnac.— Mcer Coflim marches to 
'?^tn2.,--Major Carnac’s Letter to the 
Seled Committee, contavimg an Ac- 
count of his l72tcrvie%v ivith Meer Cof- 
fim.— Meer Coffim’s Letter to Mr. 
Vanfittart, on the fame ^uhjcB. --Or- 
ders thereupon from the Seled Commit- 
tee to Major C^xn'^c,— Colonel Ccote 
arrives tn Bengal, and takes the Com- 
mand of the Army at Patna,— Or- 
ders given him by the Seled Committee, 

Letter from Major Carnac to the 

Seled Committee. Colonel Coote 

joins with Major Carnac in oppofmg the 
Nabob. — Ramnarain^ro/^^^^/ by them, 
refifes to fettle the Accounts of his Go- 
<vernmcnt.— Several Letters from the 
Nabob, giving an Account of the Con- 
fequences of thefe Difputes. Orders 
thereupon from the Seled Committee to 
Colonel Coote.— T- k;*? Leters from the 
Nabob, containing Complaints agamjt 
Colonel Coote, and particularly of a 
Sally made by the Colonel into his Camp. 
.^Two Letters from Mr, M^Gwiie, 
VoL. I. N 
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nn ann> from Patna, killed Serfraz Cawn 
in battle, and fcized the Nizimut m 
j 742 He foon obtained a confirmation 
from Delly, and by affociating his grand- 
fon Scrajah Don la in the goicrnment, 
gate him an opportunity of Jcctinng the 
fucccfllon 

Serajaii Don la fuccteded his 
grandfather in 1756, and the next year 
was depofed bj the Englilh, who con- 
ferred the government on Mccr Jaifier, 
one of the principal officers of his army, 
although many of the families of Serfraz 
Cann and Allnerdce Cawn were then 
hving 

I SMALL non enter, without furfher 
preface, upon a detail of the tranfaflions, 
in nhicli I nas pnncipallj concerned 1 
perfuaded, that all fiicli as may liaie 
Icifurc and inclination to read thefc Pa- 
pers mil be com meed, that paffion and 
fclf-intcreft bad more ffiarc than the 
loic of truth, in the nuinlcrlcfs calum- 
nies, that n ere put forth to impofe up- 
on the public about the beginning of 
the year 1764 


A 
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ilame it fo far, as to caufe an open breSich 
between them, and fo raife himfelf up- 
on tlie Nabob’s ruin. Whether Colonel 
Coote was led by Ramnarain’s intrigues, 
or impelled by his oWn prejudices a- 
gainft the Nal3ob, I fliall not attempt 
to deteimine 5 but nothing could be bet- 
ter calculated to produce the effedts 
they both wiflied, than the ftep the Co- 
lonel took upon a report, abfolutely in- 
credible. It was pretended, that the 
Nabob, with the undifciplined rabble, 
which devolved to him from his prede- 
ceffor, had a defign of attacking our 
army within tlie city of Patna, where- 
upon Colonel Coote made a fally to 
the Nabob’s camp, with a large efcort 
at fuch an hour, and in fuch a humor, 
that if he and the Nabob had met, m 
all probability, it would have caufed an 
immediate fcene of hoftility j but the 
Nabob was in his fleeping terit, and 
did not appear. 

I LEAVE the world to judge of this, 
and all the tranfadtions during the time 
that Colonel Coote and major Carnac 

O 3 were 
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NARRATI^^E 

OF THE 

Transactions in BENGAL, 

I rom tiic Year 176c, to the Year 1764. 

_ % 

SECTION I. 

PrcliminaiyObfcrv.uionson tlicRcRraints 
laid on our Trade, till tlic year 1757, 
and the Difputcs witli tlic O dicers of 
tlie Government, occafioned hy our 
Encroachments, fince that Pciiod. 

JLxii a 6 t from ihc ComjHUifs Firmnuv. — 
Fnaty 'lohh PAeer Jadici oj 1757 — 
Letters Ji om the Rtf dents nt the Na/joRs 
Court, complaining of the Agents andGo- 
mafahs in the Countiy, 

^ ^ H E Inci cafe of Commerce was 
B at firR the only objedl of the 
European fetllemcnts in India. 

Englhli, French, Dutch, all rcceiv^cd 

equal encouragement fiom the princes 

B 4 of 
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an eyc-witncfs of it. Ramnarain, by 
his deceits, has brought the Major over 
to his intcrcft, and it was through his 
reprefentations, that the Major fent Mr. 
Lii/liington fo often to me, to defire I 
would give him leave to depart. Ram- 
narain, ^^cll knowing that the Major 
accompanied the Shah, was dehrous of 
going vith him, bccaufc his paying the 
money due fiom him, and giving me an 
account of his condudt, would be de- 
layed by that means.” 

Exfr/iB of a hotter from the Nabob to 
ibTr. Vanfittart. Remw^Junc 15,1761. 

‘‘ '%/" OU have feveral times wrote me 
to procure a funnud for the Su- 
bahdarrcc. In confequence of yourlet- 
tcis, I drew up an addrefs to his Ma- 
jeft}^ when he had intentions of pio- 
ceeding to Delly with his royal ftandard; 
and I wanted to prefent it, and get it 
ligned by his Majelly 5 but Colonel 
Coote would not confent to it, and 
therefore I deferred it,” 


ExtraSt 
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of the countrj , and tvtrc permitted to 
buy and fell, upon condition of paying 
the fame duties to the government, that 
Armenians and other llrangers had paid 
before Their /hips and ■narehoufes 
were liable to be vilited by the oSlcers 
of the goicrnmcnt, who extorted, un- 
der tanous pretences, frequent contnbu- 
tions, oicrand above the duties, for their 
own or their ma/lers emolument In 
Bengal, particularly, traders could by 
no means cfcape paying whatever was 
demanded from them, bccaufe their fet- 
tlements were eftablilhcd above a hun- 
dred miles up the Hoogly nver, with 
fcvcral forts belonging to the govern- 
ment below them, fo that their /hips 
could not withdraw without leave 

Tut difpofition of the people of that 
country will naturally lead them to make 
the utmofl advantage of fuch a circum- 
Aanee, and of coiirfe the trade of the 
fettlcmcnt in Bengal was loaded with 
gTieioiii taxes and impofitions Our Eafl 
India Company continued a great num- 
Itrof years under this difadvantagcj but 

at 
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into his accounts, and if he was con- 
victed of any mifconduCt, and the coun- 
cil’s orders fliould autliorize it, he fliould 
be difmiffed, but without this, it could 
by no means be done : and Mr. Watts 
came to me witli Rajebullub in the name 
of the Colonel, and propofed the con- 
firmation of Camgar Cawn, with many 
other demands, and faid feveral unbe- 
coming things, which I think not fit to 
lepeatj in fiiort, I have no power in 
any one aifair of the government. The 
Colonel defired me to go into the Kel- 
lah. How can I go to the Kellah with- 
out any autliority, and whilft my enemy 
is in full poffeflion ? When I talk of go- 
ing to Moordiedabad, he replies, tnat 
Shuja Dowla is at hand, and adds, that 
I pay no regard to his words : I anfwer. 
In the name of God, in what inftance 
have I been, or am I deficient ? Do you 
take the provinces of Bengal and Bahar 
into your own hands, and make me ac- 
countable for all that I have received 
thefe feven months paft.” But nothing I 


^ The palace -within the city. 
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at length, in the year 1716, they made 
an eiFort, at a great expence, to obtain 
fome relief from thefe heavy and arbi- 
trary taxes, by an embafly to the Mo- 
gul emperor, who granted them, upon 
this application, aFirmaun, or order, for 
a free importation and exportation of 
goods, upon condition of a fmall annual 
tribute or acknowledgment, to be paid 
into the royal treafury at Hoogly. The 
follo\ying is a tranflation of the Fir- 
maun. 

^ranjlatlon of the Firmaun- 

^ L L magiftrates, and aumils, and 
officers of the flate and jagheer- 
dars, and fougedars, and karoorees, and 
rahdars, and guzerbauns, and zemin- 
"dars, for the time being, and to come, 
of the province of Bengal, and Bahar 
and Oriffa, and the port of Hoogly, and 
the other ports of the provinces afore- 
faid, who hope for the royal favors. 
Know, that at this feafon of vidtory and 
conqueft, Mr. John Surman and Coja 

Serhud 
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propofals,' for our detcrmipation, ns dc- 
fircd jn our bcfore-menUoncd letter 
The fpccdy execution of this isttlic 
more 'neceflary, as our only dependence 
for fupplying the army with niopey is 
from the Nibob s balance of about eight 
lacks, which we have defired him to pay 
to the chief and council at Patna j" but 
which; u) Jus letter to the Prelldent re- 
ceived lift night, he fays it is impoffihlc 
for him 'to do, or indeed to pay his own 
troops, untd his Aumildars arc put tn 
poffeffion of the growing revenues, and 
he IS fully ftipportcd in calling Tamna- 
rain to an account for bus adminifliation, 
as well as colleAing the balances due 
from the 2;einindarB He adds in the 
fame letter, " I have not now the power 
■of coUe&ng a Angle rupee 

I K another letter received at the fame 
tunc, and -of which indofed is a copy, 
he fpcaks of an appheauon mad? to Jujn 
in behalf of Camgar Cawn, and other 
recommendations of the fame nature 
he complains of the unbecoming man- 
ner in which thefe applications have been 

made , 
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Serhud, agents of the Enghfh Company, 
have caufed to be reprefented to the 
throne of jufticc and cqml) j that, ac- 
cording to the fign manual of his Ma- 
jeftj, who IS received into the mercy of 
the Almighty, and to pnor funnuds, tlic 
Enghfli Company has been exempted 
from cuftoms throughout the empire, 
excepting the port of Surat and in the 
port of Hooglj they pay annually three 
thouGind rupees in lieu of cuftoms, as a 
pclhcuth to die treafur) of the high 
Sircar They hope that, conformable to 
former funnuds, the royal Firmaun may 
be granted 

The command which fubjcils the 
world to obedience is ifliicd forth What- 
ever goods and mcrchandire their agents 
may bring or carry by land or water in 
the ports, quarters and borders of the 
province*, know them to bccuftom-frcc, 
and let them have full liberty to buy and 
fell Take annuallv the ftated pefliaidi 
of three thoiifand rupees i and bcGdcs 
that, mal e no demands on any pretence 
And if, many place.any ofdicircdefls be 

carried 
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the condudof the Colonel towaidshim: 
This evening I was favored- with a vifit 
from the Colonel, in which he gave me 
the whole account, declaj.ing, that -the 
Nabob took every ftep, he could think 
of, to render the fervices he propofed 
doing him of noeffea; that they had 
agreed, at their lad: meeting, to ftrike 
the ficcas, and read the Cootba, as to- 
morrow y that the Nabob was to come 
into the city and live there ; and that he 
propofed doing eveiy thing, the Nabob 
could widi, to render him eafy 5 and, 
in confequence of this agreement, he, 
as well as the Nabob, had wrote circu- 
lar letters of their intentions; that he 
was furprized, inftead of finding the 
Nabob refolute in this agreement, to re- 
ceive a letter from him, letting forth, 
he would not come into the city, till 
he had taken off the feepoy guards ; and 
about the fame time he received intel- 
.ligence, that his Excellency had a cdn- 
fultation with his Jemmatdars ; and that 
he had fuither reafons to believe he in- 
tended to raife his forces, and' a,tta.Qk 
voL. I. a. - 
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carried ofFby theft, endeavour to reco-" 
ver them, and punifli the, thieves, and 
„reftor^ the goods to their kiwners. And 
wherefoever they fliall eftablifh a fac- 
tory, and buy and fell goods and mer- 
chandize, afford them affiflance and fa- 
vor on juft occafion. And on whomfo- 
ever of the traders and Aveavers, &c. 
they fhall have a juft claim, caufe pay- 
ment to be made to their agents accord- 
ing to equity and right, nor let any one 
injure their agents. Neither obftrudl 
their* boats, whether hired or their own 
property, on account of Katbarra &c. 

Afin likewife they have humbly fet 
forth, that the Dewans in the provinces 
demand the original funnud, and a copy 
under the feals of the Nazim and Dewan 
of the province. To produce the origi- 
nal funnud in every place is impoffible. 
They hope tliat they will credit an au- 
thentic copy under the feal of the Kazzee, 
and not demand the original funnud, nor 
prefs them for a copy attefted by th e N azim 

and Dewan. And in Calcutta the Com- 

\ 

/ 

^ A duty levied on every new boat. 
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his iH treatment, having'always aded the 
friendly part by him; and that by thefe 
proceedings, he was putting it out of 
my power to ferve him; I then took 
a tour round his encampment, where I 
found every thing wore the. appearance 
of tranquility.” 

ExtraB of a Letter from Colonel Coote to 
the Governor and Council, Dated Ju*- 
ly 17, 1761. 

,, A Few hours before I left Patna', I 
had the honor of your letter of 
the 26th of June, together with copies 
of the Nabob’s and Mr. McGwire’s let- 
ters to the prefident ; as alfo extracts 
of the minutes of council. 

As I have not been the firlt perfon, 
whofe adions have been condemned un- 
heard, I therefore cannot look upon it as 
a particular misfortune attending me a- 
lone. The Nabob’s difagreement with 
me, on account of proclaiming the King, 
■which feems to be the fource of the in- 
dignities {hewn me, I {hould have be- 
fore now related to the Boaid, had I 

K 2 looked 
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panj have an cflahhfhed faflory 'the 
taalucdarrce of Calcutta,' and Soota 
Lootcc, and Gobinpoor, in the diftnfts 
of the perganah of Amccrabad, &c in 
the pronnee of Bengal, they formerly 
purchafed from the Zemindars, and the 
Hated rent thereof, being one thoufand 
one hundred and ninety-five rupees fix 
annas, they pay annually And there 
arc thirty-aght villages, the rents of 
■which amount to eight thoufand one 
hundred and tu enty-one rupees and eight 
annas, may the taalucdarrce of thefc 
V illagcs alfo be granted, the rents there- 
of to be pud ) early by them, and the 
income to be rccciicd by them 

The rclpcflablc order 15 pafled Let 
credit be guen to a copy under the fcal 
of the Ka7-2ce j we command, that they 
hold as ufiial the villages which they 
have purchafed, and grant them the taa- 
looh of the other villages before-men- 
tioned , let them purchafe them from the 
r vners, and let the Dew an of tlicjiro- 
vince vicld them pofieflion 


They 
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my quarters to the Nabob’s (which is 
about two cofs) with about twenty-five 
European cavalry, and qne company of 
ieepoys, which happened, at that timCj, 
to be a fewer number than^ ufually at- 
tended me, when I went upon public 
vifits i and I fent Mr. Watts on before, 
to let the Nabob know I was coming, to 
wait on him. By the time I arrived at 
his tents it was near feven o’clock. The 
Nabob I find accufes me of going, in a 
violent manner, through his tents \ oh 
the contrary, the place where I alighted 
from my horfe was near the Durbar 
tent, and the place where I always had 
alighted 5 and upon feeing Mr. Watts, I 
alked him where, the Nabob was ? Who 
replied, he was afieep in his Zenana > 
and as I had reafon to fiifped from my 
intelligence, the laft twenty-four hours, 
that his intentions were not the beft, I 
therefore alighted, took my piftols out 
pf my holfters foi my own fecurity (as I 
jTeldom ride with a fword) .but declare 
they were not cocked , and I affirm, that 
I went no further than the Durbar tent,, 

R 2 ' ” where 
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them by the Nabob, after taking a nez- 
zer of ten lacks of rupees) lequefting, 
that I would fpeak with the Nabob in 
their behalf, and deliver their petition to 
him; which was all the part I afted 
in that affair. With refpea to the Ra- 
jah of Radlliay, Mr. Batfon defired I 
would endeavor to fci-ve him with the 
Nabob, as he had been fleeced by the 
Royroyan, and his country taken from 
him. I accordingly reprefented it to him; 
fince which reptefentation, that poor 
unhappy man (tho’ feventy years of age) 

has been tied up by the heels, and flogged 

R 4 with 

^ It ought to be remarkeeJ, that the perfon, whofe 
fufFerings arc here fo pathetically defcribed, was not 
the Rajah, but Dewan or Steward to the Raunce 
of Radfhay. This country (the ncheft m Bengal) 
had been put under the mfpeaion of the officers of 
the Durbar, by Jaffier Alice Cawn, who managed 
the colleaions jointly with the Dewan. In the 
fame Hate it now remained, I take notice of t is, 
becaufe itfhews how great the ColoneFs prejudices 
a^^ainft Meer Coffim were, which could maice him 
fo readily fwallow every ftory told him againft the 
Nabob , fince, m the prefent inftance, it is p am, 
that he teally knew not who the peifon was, 
whofo caufe he fo zealoufly efpoufed. 
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napitan be equal to the coins of the for- 
tunate port of Surat, }e lhall not infill 
on a dilcount and uholbcver of their 
fen'ants lhall be indebted and fly from 
tile place, leize and deliver him to the ' 
chief of the fadloryi and molcll them 
not on account of the penalties on the 
forbidden articles 

' Tnet have al lb reprefented, that in 
Bengal, and Bahar, and Orifia, the Com- 
pany have ellabhlhcd fadlones, and dc- 
Cre to creft faSoncs in other places 
They hope, that in ■whatever place they 
may cflabhfh a factory, forty beegas * of 
land may be granted them for that pur- 
pofe out of the high fircar and their 
Ihips are fomctimes dnven a-lhore by the 
force of the tempefts, and wrecLed , the 
magiftrales of llic ports injuriouflj feire 
the goods, and m Ibme places claim a 
quarter part and m the illand of Bom- 
ba} belonging to the Englilh European 
coins arc current j may the fortunate 

* A trejt II 1 mcjfutt vf aCo, c- tlilrd of an 

aui 


coins 
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Watts mentioned, in a private difcoutfe 
with Rajebullub, that if the Nabob 
would give that poll to Nundcomar, it 
might be the means of obliging fome 
gentlemen, whofe frienddiip might be 
acceptable to him j and this was really- 
hinted from a friendly view towards the 

Nabob. 

The public charader I was in, o- 
bll<^ed me to receive petitions, and to 
bear tbe, complaints of every one. I 
tlierefore could not do lefs than inform 
the Nabob of them ; but fince I found, 
that any applications through me were 
the fure means of hurting the poor peo- 
ple who complained (the Nabob having 
declared publickly, that whoever appli- 
ed to the Enghlh was not his friend) I 
afterwards prevented their troubling me 

with their petitions. 

Whether the Nabob’s account of , 
this affair be confidered, or the Colonel’s 
own, it is a proceeding which can only 
be accounted for, from the effedts of a 
flrong paffion 5 unlefs it be prefumed 

(which fo extraordinary a condudt might 

juflify) 
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Vanfittart’j 1^6tnciTks»'-^^h6 J^odcrcitidU 
cj the Board on thefe Occctfionsl 

W hen the orders for Coloiiel’ 
Coote*s and Major Carnac’s com- 
ing to Calcutta arrived at Patna, the 
Major was attending the King, with 
detachment, which was direc^ted to efcort . 
him to the limits of the province^ Dur- 
ing this march, the Major applied to the 
King for a confirmation of -the Com- 
pany’s grants and privileges, but in a^ 
ilile, and with expreifions, which tend- 
ed to deftroy the Company’s influence, 
and the effeds of the ferviees which they 
had afforded him, by refting the whole 
merit of thofe ferviees upoU his own 
perfon and authority, ’This the King 
refufed, but with the elulive pretence, 
that he would grant them, whenever a 
proper perfon fhould be fent with the 
' ufual tribute to receive them. At the 
fame time, he made a voluntary offer of 
the Dewannee of the three provinces to 
the Company, upon the fame conditions. 

I call it voluntary* becaufe it no where 

appears 
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the lame pnvilege was citended by them 
indulgence to their coienanted fen ants, 
\\ ith an exprefs exception of the trade! m 
fait, bcctle-nut, and other articles, by 
which the rcienucs of the goiemment 
would be prejudiced wuthout any benefit 
to the Companj 

Upon this footing the trade of the 
Enghlh was condufled m Bengal from 
the year 1716 to 1756, fubjefl: however 
to many interruptions from the avance 
and power of the Nabobs, who could not 
be refirained b) the order of the diftant 
emperor, from extorting money from the 
Company by various means Upon a 
complaint or pretence of an injury done 
to one of the inhabitants of the coun- 
try, or an illicit trade earned on by any 
fervant of the Company, the Nabob 
would give orders to Hop the cunency of 
their bufincfsj nor could this obfiacle 
be tal en off, but by the payment of a 
large fum of money , and fometimei 
without 3n_, pretence, but that of the 
exigency of the Hate, the Nabob would 
demand an aid from all die Curopcaii 

fettle- 
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felf-opinion, and the fame tendency to 
.fubvert all the order of government, 
and to keep up the fpirit of party, appears 
^in many of Major Carnac’s letters to the 
jGovernor and Council j nothing could be 
better calculated to that end, than his 
remarks upon the orders fent him by a 
majority; and what elfe could, be tlie de^ 
fign of thofe remarks ? For he could not 
be ignorant, that in all councils, and 
particularly in all the Company s govern- 
ments, the orders of the majority are to 
be refpeded as the orders of the whole 
Board. It is true, that Major Carnac 
was too much encouraged in thefe m- 
fults, on the authority of the Board; by 
fome of the members themfelves, who 
not only vindicated all his opinions, but 
afforded him an argument to difrefped 
their orders, by figning their diffents to 
the orders themfelves, inftead of minut- 
ing them in the confultations ; an inno- 
vation as dangerous, as contiary to the 

rules of the government they belonged 

to. 

^ In his letter of the 29th of July, 1761, which 
follows in Its order, 
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any means, that would not Aand tho 
moll public infpeftion.” 

"ft' 

- > 

^xtraSl of a better from Major Carnac 
to the Govertipr and Qouncih Dated 
Juno 2ij 1761. > ' 

T TIS Majofty croffod the Caram- 
jn nalTa this morning. He made 
fuch long marches from Saferam hither^ 
.that it was impolhhle for me to keep 
pace with him, and I was forced to leave 
the army a march behind, in order tp 
get up with him. Yefterday evening, op 
parting, he made me- the moil public 
declaration of his particular regard for 
me, and difmilfed me with every mark 
of honor, that could polHbly be confer- 
red on me. The accompanying is a 
copy of two arzees I prefented to him 
laft night, with the anlwers he wrote 
in the body thereof with his own hand, 
in the prefence of Meffieurs Lulhington 
and Ironlide, as well as myfelf. He has 
alfo wrote to you, gentlemen, wtth a 
promife of ilTuing out his royal funnud^i 
confirming the Company in all their pre- 

fent 
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thefc Tcafons were urged) he atticked, 
nnd took all the Company’s fcttlemcnts 
in Bengal, and thus the country govern- 
ment, by an extravagant and cruel abufc 
of thar povecr over us, opened the way 
for the dcrtru&on of that power, and 
for our future fccunty ' 

Tun fuccefs of the fet and land forces 
which were fent to Bengal, Upon the 
news of tlie capture of Calcutta, under 
the command of Admiral Watfon and 
Colonel Clive, IS fufticientlj known Af- 
ter rccovcnng our fettlements, and agree- 
ing to an accommodation with Scrajah 
Dnwh, It was lufpcflcd that he Bill had 
hodilc defignv, and therefore it was rc- 
foUed to recommence the war agauift 
bun Mccr Jalhcr, then one of his 
principal ofllrcri promifcd to join with 
II , upon condition tliat the government 
lliould be confened upon him after the 
defeat of Seraph Dowla 

At-L tlicf. d'*fignf\ ere executed V ith 
litricfi V c had nov a Nabob of our 
«n n mal i u , nnd alifolutciv dependent 
I [-'n u! for hi cftal I 1 ment and future 

fccu- 
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In full confidence graced the Kella of 
Azimabad, God is iliy witnefs, that from 
the commencement of my ■ fervice, to 
this time, I have never deviated, in the 
moft minute circumftance, from the en- 
gagement of fidelity which I made with 
your Majefty, but ever heartily atten- 
tive to my duty and. loyal attachment, 
and ready to devote my life to your wel- 
fare : and regarding always the ftrid: ob- 
fervance of my fidelity as my chief hap- 
pinefs t to the utmoft of my power I 
have obeyed your facred commands ; 
and you have gracioufly declared, that 
you were pleafed with the faithfulnefs 
of your fervant, exalting me in honor 
above the clouds. Relying on that gra- 
cious difpofition, which affords a fhadow 
to the highefi: and the humblefi: of your 
flaves, I am in hopes, that what I fhall 
reprefent to you will obtain your royal 
approbation. For this caufe your fer- 
vant, who is a dependent of the Englifh 
Company, humbly petitions, that your 
Majefly will be pleafed to order, that 
funnuds be granted for all the zemin- 
VoL. I. S darrees 
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the throne and everlafting empire of In^ 
'dia, an admimftrator of juilice and e- 
qiiity, and a protedor of the people of 
God; greater than the great KmgTimor; 
that all the chiefs, and all the inhabi- 
tants of the world, may be held in obe-? 
dience and fidelity by yoUr royal cle- 
mency. 

Snperfcribed by the King. 

The purport of the arzee is fully 
underftood. In Confequenc of the faith- 
ful attachment of that trufty fervant, we 
agree and confent to it. Whenever the 
petition for it is fent in form, and the 
peflicufli delivered to the royal Sircar, 
the petitioned funnuds we will gracioufly 
grant. Befides this, in' confideration of 
the fervices of that fervant, the De- 
wannee of the Subah of Bengal, on con- 
dition of paying the Malguzaree, accord- 
ing to the former amount, and a fuita- 
hle pefhculh fhall be granted.” 


S 2 
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,( J^pnRTH, InconfidctaUonoftheloflcs 
jWhjch thcEnglifh Company ha\cfuflmn- 
cd bj the plunder and capture of Cal- 
cutta by thcNabob, and the chatges occa- 
fioned by the maintenance, of thar offi- 
cers, I u 31 give them a crorc of nipeesj 
Fifth, For the cfTcfls plundered from 
the Enghlh inhabitants of .Calcutta, I 
agree to give fifty lacks of rupees ' 
Sixth, For theeffeas plundered from 
the Gentoos, MutTulmen and other'fub- 
jcfls of Calcutta, tivcnty lacks of rupees 
Ihill be gi\en 1 i) j 

Sefektii, For the eflefts plundered 
from tlie Armenian inhabitants of Cal- 
cutta 1 will gne the fum of feren lacks 
of rupees the dithabution of the fuins 
allotted the natives, Englith inhabitants, 
Gentoos and MutTulmen, ihall be left to 
the Admiral and Colonel Clivc, and tlie 
rcll of the Couned, to be diipofcd of by 
then, to whom they think proper 
CtriiTii Within the ditch which fur- 
rrumi the liordcrs of Calcutta, arctraitls 
ol I ji I belonging to fcscril aemindar5> 
1 '■) d thif, li illj,nmt thcEoghdiCom- 

pany 
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fonal fervices'. And further,^ - that , all 
thofe indulgencies. he has applied. for, 
were ordered from the Sele£t Commit- 
tee ; and indeed without fuch orders, he 
could not juftify the applying for any 
thing 5 yet he takes not the leaft 
of the Comrhittee, nor the Goyepor 
and Council •, which the Pplident men- 
tions as one inftance, arnong many others, 
of the great delire that molt of our mi- 
litary officers have to' concpl to ffie 
world, that they have a dependence on 

any civil power. ^ 

With fegard to the King’s offer ot 

the Dewannee, the Board are of opini- 
on, that were the Company to accept of 
it, it would only be a fource of perpe- 
tual contelt and ill-will with the Nabobs 
but left fuch an appointment might at 
any time hereafter be thought advanta- 
geous, we wdl for the prefent defer 
coming to any refolution thereon s and 
only write the King in anfwer, that we 
ffiall foon fend our requefts in form.” 
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pany has always Ihewn to the Mogul ^ 
government, Bie fums they, have ex- 
pended, and the blood that has been 
fpilt in defeating the King’s enemies, in 
different parts of India and the parti- ' 
cular obligations which he in perfon owes 
to the government in Bengal. Such 
fhould be the ftile of all public appliea-, 
tions to foreign courts, in order that they 
may ferve our nation for arguments in , 

all future occafions. 

With regard totheDewannee of thefe 
provinces, the Shah’s offer is as inde- 
terminate as his anfwers to your requefls 5 
and as it would be a fource of continual 
jealoufies between the Nabob and the 
Company, we do not think it advifeable 
to fue for it at this time.” 

ExtraB of a Letter from Major Carnac" 
to the Governor and CounaL Dated 
June 28, 1761. 

« T N my lafl, I mentioned my having 
a letter for you from his Majefly, 
relative to his confirmation of all the. 
Company’s pofTeffions andpriyileges; and 

S 4 con- 
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of Bengal and tlic coaft, tlic fams for 
carrjnng on the Company s trade at bo3t 
place', and a protafion liketnfe for the 
China trade, all was to be paid out of 
this fund, at firft thought inevhauftiblc, 
but in lefs than t\\(4 years it was found 
neceflary to take up money at intdrelV, 
although large fums had been received 
befides for bills upon the Court of Di- 
rcilors , 

T o Bate this account nght, tlie fum 
for comptnfation fliould be let againft 
the part lolTcs of the Company , and m 
truth It uil! not more than repair them 
If 1 c examine further the confcqucnccs 
of this cient, we (hall find, that 
from a commercial bodi, founded up- 
on a fiBcm of o-conoray, uc are be- 
come from thi"; moment a military and 
poliiical body t uc have entered mto 
conncflions with the country govern- 
ti’cnt I V e have begun a fortification up- 
on a very cxtcnfive plan, to render our 
intiii-rc' and command permanent and 
fcciire agamfl all accidents, vve have la- 
1 CM iifv’n ill the defence of the u-ov incci, 

and 
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to refide as your Vackeel with the court, 
and bring the bufinefs to a fpeedy ilTue/’ 

Copy of a Letter from Mr, McGwire, 
Chief at Patna, to Major Carnac. D^/- 
fijulyd, 1761. 

«« T N anfwer to my requeft for leaving 
'A two bundled rank and file, exclu- 
live of the fick, Mr. Reed, by your di- 
rections, has acquainted me, that you 
have oiders from the Colonel to include 
the fick I and that if I fliould ftill be of 
opinion, it is necelfary to keep up the 
number of effective here, I muft write 
to Calcutta for frefh orders, which will 
arrive before your depai ture, as you can- 
not execute your orders, for returning, 
in lefs than twenty days. 

The Colonel, you acquaint me, has 
fent orders to Safaram, for captain Hart 
to return direCtly j and you have, as I un- 
derftand, fent the like to captain Cham- 
pion, from whence it may be prefumed, 
they will arrive here in about fix days. 

- In the mean time, preparations may be 
made for their embarking, and" what is 

to 
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with me. Of this yovi will allow me to 
be as good a judge as yourfelf, efpecial-r 
ly as there are two or three things to be 
done, before we fet out, which you are 
probably unacquainted with ; both a ge- 
neral mufter, and general court martial, 
to be held, which muft employ a few 
days. You may be affured, however, 
no time fhall be loft, as I am as impa- 
tient to get away from Patna, as you 
can be to have* me away,- but, in tlie 
interim, I will deliver over the command 
to no one. 

CossiM Allee Cawn may come into 
the Kelia when he pleafes ; and I will 
be anfwerable for the fecurity of his per- 
fon, but I will not take off the guards 
that have been fo long pofted at the - 
gates. Were that armed rabble about 
him to have free ingrefs and egrefs, fome 
quarrel would inevitably happen between 
them and our people j which, as well as 
any accident happening to, the city, I 
will endeavor to prevent, during my 
continuance in it. , 


r THINK 
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va^ charge of nuLtary^ftorcfr both at homCT 
and abroad^, j - ^7^T^ jjl -. 

Any ftock which is tofnffq'contintial 
drafts muft foon be- exhauftedi _if not 71 
kept fupphcd by fbme adequate-fourcc 
of annual revcpuc „ Thejilands. round ^ 
Calcutta, ceded by Ac^aun&'arfaclc^of . 
the Treaty, .yielded only five ^ 

fer amim nett incoific to th^Company, „ 
a fum of no confider^onpppa ou^pre-.,j 
fent "enlarged fyftena, andjofcourfo.wCij 
ihall fee m the~middle of the year ip6o,,j 
the Company's affiurs m all .parte dfc- 
trefled to th‘e laft -d^ree Jbr want of? 
money . . 

With relpeift; to trade, no ncwlpn- 
rilegcs were alked of Meer Jaffieti none 
indced,were .wanted by the Cdmpany, 

' who were conlcntcd with the terms 
granted them in 1716, add only Wfied 
to be reheYedTrom the' unpodtiorte io 
which they had Tjccn ot^fed frim the 
arbitraiy poWer^oPthe'’Nal>ob How-'** 
ever, our mfluedbe over itHe'cfanntiy was ^ 
no fooncr felt, ihan khany’^dnovations * 
were praarfed by fonid OTlh'd Cdmpal'*'’ 
- "/.a .do-' 'by’S 
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mand of captain Caiftairs, to follo\v the 
inflrud:ions of Mr. McGwire, 

r 

The miiftenng the army, or holding 
a court maitial, are not fufficient rea- 
Ibns, as both thole lervices might be 
performed in Calcutta. We would afk 
you fui thcr, whether it is poffible, that 
an officer, receiving orders for leav- 
ing two hundred Europeans, and two 
thouf\nd feepoys, to affift the Nabob in 
fettling the affairs at Patna, can, with- 
out a manifefl: intention of counteradling 
our determination, underhand, that the 
lick, fhall be included amongjft the Eu- 
ropeans, and the feepoys, left on fervice, 
to be the woifl of the army ? 

It is true, that we ffiould avoid, as 
much as poffible, putting an officer, en- 
titled to a feat at the Board in military 
affairs, under the orders of any member 
of that Board, who, on fuch occafions, 
would fit below him ; and this regard 
for your rank was one reafon, among 
others, why we did not propofe to you 
to remain at Patna, under the orders ,of 
Mr. McGwire* hov/ever. Sir, that yon 

may 
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of the troops to be kept at Pataa, and 
the embarkation of die reft for Calcutta, 
And you will lepair to Calcutta your- 
felf, with all convenient fpeed,’’ , 

EpitraB of a Letter from Major Carnac 
to the Governor ayid CoitnciL Dated 
July 7, 1761. 

<?< xN conlequence of an order from 
A Colonel Coote, I left the detach- 
ment, with which I had the honor to 
efcort his Majefty at Safaram the 30th 
of June, and arrived here die 3d of Ju- 
ly 5 on which the Colonel refolved to 
jeturn to Calcutta, and was preparing to 
fet out on the morning of the 4th. In 
the interim, he. received a letter from 
the Board, which only ferved to confirm 
him in hia refolution, and he gave me 
direfrions to execute their orders, which 
I {hall do with die utmoil expedition, 
being as averfe aa the Colonel, from hav- 
ing any hand in the. bufinefs thalJs 
likely to be carried on.. I efreem myfelf 
extremely happy in being removed from 

the command of the army, as I could 

not 
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[Three, is hkewife^, complaint lodg- 
ed agamft anjEngldh gom^ftah at Chd- 
'marrcc, tHat he gives prpte&on to num- 
bers, of merchants who tr^de there, 
which has proved a lofs to ^the govern- 
ment of 70,000 rupees j, alfo ,feveral 
complaints of under proteftion to the 
zemmdars, tenants, and others, my gene- 
ral anfwer iS, that I wiUr write to the 
gentlemen at Dacca} I perfuade myfdf, 
that mod of thefc complaints are without 
grounds, and that you will doH your ut- 
moft to prevent the encroachments of 
your black fervants 

Extralf of a 'Letter from Mr Haihngs, 
‘ Rejident at the Nabob s Court, to W 
B Suriiner, EJg, Cbtf at Dacca, dated 
about the 30/6 of January, 1759 ' 

1 j 11,* 

“ I Have received a longlcttcr from Ma- 
homed Huflem, m, which he comf 
plams, thatj you have begun to cany^ou 
a large trade, m fait and becBe-nut, ani 
refufe to pay the duties on thofc articles, 
which has hkewife encouraged others to 

do 
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fiirprize, at finding himfelf abandoned 
by thofc, who had fo long fiippor ted hini., 
He decLued, that as the Colooel, was 
now gone, and I to follow him in a few 
days, he had no longer any refuge, and 
muft inevitably fall a facrifice to his ener^ 
mies, if he continued here ; and there-^ 
fore rec|^Lielled, with extreme earneflnels,t 
that I would let him qmt the country, 
and have him fafely conduced over thp 
Soane. It is hard to pronounce of any 
other perfon’s intentions, but we may 
reafonably prefume tlie Nabob’s defigns 
cannot be very good, when he cndcavois* 
to feciue the execution of them by the 
force of bribes j I can produce proofs of 
the offers he made me, provided I would 
let him ad as he pleafed with regard to 
Ramnarain , and few people will doubt, 
that the notes which Mr. Lufiungton 
and I received from Rajebullub, and 
which I keep by me, were fent by the Na- 
bob’s approbation, if not by his imme- 
diate diredion. I am alfo v/ell aflured, 
very large offers have been made to the 
Colonel foi tlie fame ends, but he had; 

T 2 , too 
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an Account of a Difpute between Mr, 
Ellis and the N.ub of PcUna.— 
Letters on the SubjeB of thefe Difputes ; 
and the Debates of the Board upon the?n, 

Mr^ Vanfittart’s Condudb m the 

Coiirfe of thefe Debates. — Alarms oc- 

cafoned by thefe Dfputes. ^An At-- 

tempt to laife Sufpictons agamf the Na- 
bob. — fealoufy on both Sides. 

H ardly had the alarm, occafion- 
ed by Colonel Coote’s difputes 
with the Nabob at Patna fubfided, when 
a ‘ coniiderable change happened in the 
Council, with this additional misfor- 
tune, that it brought Mr. Ellis into the 
chieffliip at Patna ; an event fiom which 
I dreaded bad confequences, forefeeing 
he would fet on foot continual difputes 
With the Nabob’s people ; and I did my 
utmoft to guard againft this danger, by 

U 2 ths 

^ The change in the Council was occahoned by 
the difmilEon of Mef Sumner, McGwire, and 
Playdell, and foon after Mr. Smith hkewife refigu- 
ed, and went to Europe In their places Mef Car- 
tier, Haftings, John/lone, and Hay, came into 
Council. 
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1 Ui U lo 1 jrflo [t-'l 10 yucl ol Bowot[c 
ExtraB of twot^qi f^e^Jrfjn tbtgmt^tjf 


— " J Timi rrq" 1 w « zc— -7 

jSc^^4(4z/«ilDccji2, i 



I fnppofe^ has earned a larec ca^ 
felt to Chmnai'ee, which is^an unpnvt 

S i- n,-<, - jK u r_j"ivin:iT SSI IQ VbrDCV/ 

leged trade j and that hcTfesT^en mu- 
chUldas fitoni’ dn'th3*oj£yr''?^eri^^ tl&e 
feme aitididJ by wluJi' ttey^fe^oraK 
lowed to fell'^Vliit^dil Kil fl«dPt)e^ffi 
diTpo’fed of '‘’'W5«riijo(bnat 

y j : i!\ i )>tl> pirii sjfcin 

’Extras of another from the fame % the 

f(l •' ■ )i<i rn J I 

oame , 

1 d A ujitrjb Vj s ( 

".dS I R>tn>^ I ■'ut 


“ TV/T ANY' compliintshavebdeil'lSid 
(niXVi J^ore'^the'>Nabob againft'IVir* 
Chevalier, ''wh*o is accufed'of'havmf tffted 
m a vey violent and arbitrary' manner af 
Chilmaree and Cooregaum, by oppreiT- 
ing the merchants of thofe placed m the 
monopoly “tifYeVcral cotnAioditieS, par- 
ticularly felt''ind''tobafccfa/'no''bne bdih^ 

.! 1 a V > , t, VII, 
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which the Nabob might requeft' -the^ 
Englifh troops to be employed 5 and, in 
conlequence of that judgment, to com- 
ply with his lequeft or not; upon winch 

the queftion being put, 

M R. Haftings thinks he fliould not 
have the power, but reprefent to the 
Council, if he thinks the Nabob requires 
our troops upon any fervice hurtful to 
the Enghfh charaaer, as he has no con- 
ception of any fuch fervice. 

Mr. Smith is of die fame opinion.. 

Major Carnac thinks, that Mr. El- 
lis £houldbe a judge of the nature of 
the fervice, as well as the fufficiency of 
the force required for that fervice. 

Mr. Amyatt thinks, that the putting 
our chief at Patna, with the troops com- 
mitted to his charge, under the oiders 
of the Nabob, is diflionorable to^ oiir 
mafters, an indignity to the Board, and 
an unprecedented cafe till the chief- 
fhip of Mr. M‘Gwire ; wheh Mr. Amy- 
att dillented to it, in the'proceedmgs of 
"theSel^dl Committee > the' d 8th of June. 
The’ power of calling for oug" forces 
U 4 whenever. 
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affection to his perfon, had been too pub- 
lickly exprefled, and had been made too 
much the fubjedt of his common cond 
veifation, to efcape the Nabob's notice 
long before this period, and in effedt 
had greatly alarmed him, for the influ- 
ence, which fuch a temper might have 
on his affairs. His fufpicions weie foon 
confirmed by an oider fent to captain 
Carflairs, a very fhort time after Mr. 
Ellis's ai rival at Patna, to feize and im- 
prifon an officer of the government, 
named Munferam, on a complaint of a 
Gomafiah of the iadlory. The Nabob 
was then at Arwel, about forty miles 
from Patna, a diilance not fo great, but 
that he might (had that refped been 
deemed due to him) have been acquaint- 
ed with the complaint, before fuch ex- 
tremities were proceeded to , and nei- 
ther the Company’s privileges, nor the 
Enghfli honor, fuffered by fuch a con- 
defcenfion. Captain Caifiaiis, either 
regarding it in this light, or, upon en- 
quiiy, finding the complaint of lefscon- 
fequence than it had been made to ap- 
pear 



go Narrateoc cf the 

to be concealed ■■ at leaftj fuch an abrupt 
behaviour cannot] but tend ’to create a n 
^iH-wdl ‘againflr 'the Enghfliy and aggra- 
vate every complaint made againll them 

, 1 I iirii \i 'llili I nt iIj ii '!} 

P S I fend yoUja^copyjofjthe 

dadar e letter, the cucumlWnce ofj the 
Telingas being fent by Mr Chevalier is 
only an aggravation, but^the jTpft can^ 
not be without foundation^ I 
that you latl^er ,put ^yCptirejjftopjjto 
thofe complaints, or recal Mr- Cfieva- 
lier, who, I am convmced, has not be- 
haved in fo moderate or prudent a man- 
ner as he ought i , 

1 > 1 ’ 

Copy of Mr Chevaherr Letter to Meet 
Otta Oolla, Wadadar f the Perglmah 
cf Baharbund 

“ tHE letter, which you fent totny 
J. wnter, I have received You 
wntc, that if I belong to the Englifh, I 
mull have the Enghflifunnud, anddclire 
a copy of it to be fent you In anfwer, I ’ 
alk, who are you, that I Ihonld fend you 

a copy 



^ranfaBIons in Bengal. 299- 

T H I s forbearance of captain Carflairs 
made no difference in Mr. Ellis’s inten- 
tions, nor prevented the Nabob 'from 
feeing to what lengths he would go, on 
greater provocation ; nor was he long 
without receiving freda • arguments for 
this opinion. 

A Complaint having been made to 
the Nabob againff Mr. Gray, the Com- 
pany’s refident at Malda, by_ die Naib 
of the province of Purnea ; the Nabob 
fent a copy of the complaint to Mr. El- 
lis, and delired him to take cognizance 
of it. His letter and r Mr. Ellis’s an- 
fwer I fubjoin hereto as nodiing can 
fet the behavior, and temper of each in 
fo fair and juff a light. 

From the Nabob to ikfr. Ellis. Bated 
January 22, 1762. 

O O M E time ago you wrote to me 

^ concerning the ill behavior of the 
officers of Purnea. At this time X am 
informed, by a letter from Meer. Sheer 
Allee Cawn, the Naib of Purnea,* of 
great adts of oppreflion committed by 

Mr, 
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following letter, which was the lafl that 
he ever wrote to Mr. Elhs 


better I have received, you 
^ write that, - the Company’s Go> 
mailalis have the fiee liberty of tradino- 
eveiywheie, that it is needlefs to enu! 
inerate particulais j that you defire me 
to write a perwannah to Sheer Allee 
Cawn, to forbid his officers to flop an 7 
goods of the Gomailahs in Purnea.” 

I H A V E juft received intelligence, that 
you have fent a laige force, and earned 
oft a collector of the government who 
was at Pimchmahla, m the diftnas of 
Mongheer, If that perfon had com- 
mitted any fault, it would have been 
proper to have infoimed me of it, fmee 
rny interefts and the Company’s are u- 
nited. It ill became you to feize an 
officer of my government, who was in- 
trufted with affairs of great confequence, 

X and 

V appear, but 

^ muft have been wrote about the 4th or cth of 

Ellis’s to 

the Nabob juft mentioned. 
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je( 3 s, I will reply to him 5 m the mean 
time, I beg to know, .on what pretence 
we are prohibited tra d ing m the two ar- 
ticles of ^t and betel-nut 


SECTION n- 

A View of the State of the Country, 
and the Company sAfiairs at Mr Van- 
fittart s Amval m BengaL 

Siucefs of the Shahzadda, m bu Imiqfion 
e/'Bahar — Bad Cmdifmu of tie Na- 
bob 1 and the Englifh Fortes m that 
Prvomce, and jf the Nabob / troops at 
Mufhedabad — Lsm State of the Com- 
pasty s Treafiisy ) great Htffittdtscs occa- 
poned thereby — Dtjputes concerning the 
SucceJJion to the Offices of the Nabob s 

deceafed Son Meer Collim comes to 

Calcutta 

I T 18 foreign to my purpofe to en- 
ter into any detail of the tranfac- 
tions of Myr Jaffier 8 government, from 
the time of his bemg raifcd to the fuba- 

Ihip 
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njaftahs, , was, imraediately . conftrued as-- 
an attack- upon the Company’ s rightsv . 

‘ til \s i 

BiXtraB of a Letter from the Nabob td 
the Prefdent. Received February i o, 
1762. 

* il' ^ M y 

yi T this time Mr. Elhs,- the chief" 
xX of Patna, writes, that the Pur-'; 
nea and other Fougedars molefbthe Com- 
pany’s bufinefs. I have, therefore, wrote 
expreffly to the Purnea, Fougedar, ,&c. 
not to inteirupt the Company’s trade, 
but always to affift them. I before wrote 
to the Bengal Fougedars,' and others, not 
to impede the Company’s bufinefs in 
any refpedt, and to advife you of any 
thing that came before them. I am at 
a great difiance, therefore, fiiould any 
thing happen, write to the Fougedars, 
and others, and they will ac5t as fhall tend 
moft to benefit the Company’s trade, 
and the bufinefs of my Subahdarree.” 

The next fubjedt of contention arofe 
from an information given Mr. Ellis, 
that two of our deferters had taken 
1 X 2 fiielter 
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but by bjs .letters to the Nabob, at J:be 
beginning of the affair, appears to have 
been almoft. the firfb that gayp_ notice of 

it, and with expreflions pf,,tiie greateft 

alarm, on account of. fo^ violent a prcj- 
ceeding. He acc^uaints theNabob, withhis 
remonftrances to Mr. Blhs againft it^ his 
entreaty to him, to recall the feeppys, and 
that gentleman’s declaration in reply, 
that he would not recall the, feepoys, till 
the ferjeant who commanded, them had 
been admitted into thp for.t. 

These particulars will appear from 
the following letters. 

ExtraB of a Paper of News fent to the 
Nabob from Patna. Bated February 
4, 1762. 

Tj>OUR gurries before night, two 
or three companies of feepoys 
and Europeans, with their baggage, pafled 
by land through theKella, by the eaftern 
gate. God knows what is their defign, 
and whither they are going. In confe- 
quence thereof Sedderam, the Dewan of 

X 3 -* Goorg- 



24 Narrative ihe^ 

'■pi, wagdja^neral.plnnderjandidefeAoii 
yraSjdaiiy expe&ed j-jCfdpnel^/^^uUKid, 
who conamanded ,tht !l^glifli ibrcM ^ 
ter Colonel Cliyt s 4 epaiturfr^r,Eur<jpe, 
Hopped theft clamojs fOT a, moment,^ by' 
his prormfes-to fecurcjlhc,,p^aymcntj of 
they arrears fTOm,4he^NalK)b j^J^trjthc 
Englifli troopfwcre^n little bcttei-^con- 
ditioa than the Nabobs j thcyjJia^ two 
or three months arrears dneto thei% the 
Nabob having failod.ui thc^pa3rnicnt of 
the fum ftipulatcd for their nuiptcnance, 
trhich was a Jack of inpees a months 

' and thelow-ftate of the,treafuiy^at Cal- 
cutta, not admitting of the| deficiency 
bemg fapplied firom thence. The cfihfia 
of this were fecn by the dcfertioji of ma- 
ny of our mciij and the army, thusfitn- 
ated, was within thirty miles of the 
Shahzada s whole force. , , 

' The fituation of aferrs at Moorfhe- 
dabad, where the Nabob rcCded,, was 
JHU more alannmg Far firom being hi 

1 o. conditibn. to pay off lire arrears of his 
troops at Patna, he hai a large number 
of the Crme undifgplined rabble about 
t hit 
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‘Tranjlation of a Letter ftom Mharajah 
Rajebullub to the Nabob. 

ff / 0-D AY a man, mounted 01 ^ ^a 

J- horfe belonging to Mr. Elb§, 
chief of the Englifh fadlory, was paf- 
ling by the eaEern gate^ into the KeJIa, 
a Coifree, who commanded the feepoys 
belonging to Goorgheen Cawn, and who 
had the command of the gate, adced the 
horfeman, whom the horfe belonged ta? 
The man refufed to tell him the ownei^s 
name, and gave him ill language. Up- 
on this provocation, the Coffree took 
hold of the horfe’s bridle and Eopt him. 
The horfeman diew his dagger upon 
him, which the Colfree feized and took 
from him. The horfeman went to Mr. 
Ellis, who fent fome feepoys to feize 
and carry the ColFree before him. On 
intelligence of this, I called the feepoys 
of the factory and the Coffree before me, 
and enquired into the affair in prefence 
of the Hircarra of the fadory. It ap- 
peared, that the fa6l was as ^ I have re- 
lated it. Afterwaids fpeaking kindly to 

them. 
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tuck for, but to little pufpofe; for Coja 
All toon (tile pnlbiiei lent to Calcutta) de- 
clared it of no cffedt,* and had the info- 
Jence to give one himfelf under the feal 
of one Coja Gregoiy, alias Goorgheen 
Cawn, an Armenian, which I have now 
tile honor to inclofe you. Upon my alk- 
ing him, how he dared prefume to give 
a duftuck for the Company’s goods ? He 
replied, ‘‘ to prevent their being hop- 
ped, which mine would not have done, 
becaufe we are not fufficieiitly known.” 

I HAVE frequently complained to the 
Nabob of thefe inlblences, and have 
conftantly received evafive and diflatif- 
fadtory anfweis ^ once, indeed, on are- 
prefentation made him at the inhance of 
Mr- George Gray, he fent me a letter 
for Meer Sheer Allee, the Purnea Naib, 
which he informed me, was an order to 
give every aflihance to the gentleman re- 
fiding at Malda s but I find it proved of 
no effea, as I fuppofe Mr. Gray has al- 
ready acquainted you. 

Mr. Howit has had two boats, with 
a duftuck, hopped in the Puinea coun- 

VoL, L y try. 
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jilie rnpntk of June,, i-efpfqdjto march, 
jWcrc y,et m the fnburbs,j'whcn I ar- 
nyed there m the month ofi Odlobcr 
Upon the whole,, there was ,thc^g^teft 
j'eafon to^apprehend, thatjhe difordcrly 
troops would lay waftc jmd plunder, the 
city and put an end at, once to the IJa- 
hob s goyemmcnt,anii Ue ,j 

At Calcutta, ithelre^ury,yr^ fd low, 
and our rcfources lo much ,drained> that 
we were obliged to put an entire Jlop to 
the mveftmcnt, raqd it was-,yyii^j,tbe ut- 
moft difficulty the cnrrent,jexpences of 
fettlement could be provided [ for 
The lack of rupees, , which the Nabob 
wgs to pay monthly for thcffield-ex- 
pcnces of our troops, rcmamed, as I be- 
fore obferved, ^two or three months ,m 
arrears and even fuppofing it to < have 
been regularly paid, was very infufficient 
for the mtended ufe , fo that the Com- 
jiany, upon tips footing, would have 
fuficrcd a conliderable lofe by ,their alh- 
ancc with the Nabob, as often ns the 
,lituation of affairs required jtheir troops 
to be in the field, of which the appear- 
ance 
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any to be foU them. I have not yet or^ 
dei-cd them back, becaufe there is ceitam 
advice of foul of our delertors being 
concealed in hlongheer fort. This, gen- 
tlemen, is another inrtance of Aimeiu- 

an infoknee.’* 

‘TianJIathn of a Litter fom the Nabob 
to the Governor. ConJ. Febiuary 22, 

1762. 

“ #T~\HIS day, which is die 19th of 
1 the month Rejub, I have heard 
by a letter from Shujan Sing, Naib of 
the foit of Mongheer, and from the ad- 
vices of my Hircarras, that two or three 
companies of feepoys were fent out by 
Mr. Ellis, the chief of the faftory at Pat- 
na, on the report of fome foldicrs who 
had deferted from the fadlory, to the eaft 
of Patna; who accordingly arrived on 
a fudden, near the fort of Mongheer, 
and marched againft it, but finding the 
gates fliut, they fiirronnded the fort. 
The Naib of tfie place fattened all t e 
gates, and fat within in fear of his life 

and honor. I am ignorant what provo- 
y ^ cation 
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ance of troubles’ on every fide, afforded 
no profpelSt bf'aii endl ' The Burdwan 
and Nuddea countries had been affigned 
to the Cbmpany, from April 1758, to 
April 1760, for the payment of the fums 
flipulated’ in the treaty, for the refbitu- 
tion of the Company’s and private Ioffes 
by the capture of Calcutta. Of that a- 
' mount about twenty lacks remained due, 
at the tune of my arrival, although the 
term of the affignment had been expir- 
ed fome months : and the Nabob, at the 
fame time that he could find no mean^ 
of difcharging this balance, infifted on 
the lands being reftored to him, offer- 
ing a fecurity of jewels in their ffead. 
He fent the Royroyan, one of his princi- 
pal officers to Calcutta, to make this de- 
mand, and at the fame time to requeff 
the loan of a fum of money to affift him 
. ' in his diftrefs. The laft was a propofal we 
had it not in our power to comply with 
but the firft could notin jufticeberefufed, 
as he was willing to give other fecurity, 
in lieu of the lands before affigned ; fo 
that we were abfolutely left without aiiy 

D 3 refources 
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form me, that I, who regard your fa- 
tisfadion, beyond eveiy other confider- 
ation, may a6t agreeably thereto. The 
difgrace which my authority has fuffer- 
ed, is beyond defciiption. 


P. 5 . Mr. Ellis having wrote to me, 
and requeued a perwannah to Sheer Alice 
Cawn, not to flop any goods ^ I have at 
this time received advice, that for a 
trifling caufe, that gentleman has dif- 
graced and carried away Coja Antoon, 
the Aumil of Punchmala Peiganah, in 
the jurirdi£tion of Monghecr, aprifoner 
to the factory. The anfwcr, wliich on 
this occafion I wrote to him, I fend you 
inclofed, and defire you will read it.” 


^ranjlation of a Letter from Rajebullub 
to the Nabob. 



at noon, Bya Sedderam, the Peflikar of 
Coja Goorgheen Cawn, came and ac- 
quainted me, that Coja Antoon, an 
Armenian, who is one of his (Goorg- 

heen 
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rffqufpep for>paQ,i)ey, i?n4 thp pojnpany 
fept PB): PQPc fh)B>-®u?-rfpp,niTplad(i ta 
PBr I MaSra# Wfi -Bpipbay 

Vprejold, fjjpf they ipnft /}pppnd 0 % 
fppplicp frpm Ppng^'jippdip midft 
of tjijf ddlrcfsj p£)t:fl4ly'{hc<d4ngcrPU8 
ftftte pf thp pfqympcipbligef} UfftQ kec|jf 
aU opr ^rcc? HJ Ap Md atV WiTOPn^ 
eipppFP. fegt iPfifc Wit=reftwg pb^ 

jcafof thjpqgbfh paRpu'lini-Ipdia,' J 
mejn fhc fpcpcfs pf tbs BBdPrtabfng’^i 
gaiP(t PppdiPbPTFi ^»bjf]3,Wa|thPB’Ws- 
ypftp^t a gr«sl rtpafprp pp 

9%p)yef “ppey ' Tbebf§bpb,'tW 

ap habitupj ipfiolei)ge, ypa gmte mpapa= 
blc of mapagin^ jps goVernpipp? ip ifncb 
cnpcal circpmftancp^ j ppd Jb? 'foddpp 
%nd unfor^aa(c death pf his fpn, hgd 
thrppT^ Ipm ^n(o fuc|i !} ftfje dyccr' 
tioo, fbat be lypidfj flof try fp e^- 

pt bpfF ftrepgtb -vyhicb bjf ftcplpea 
hf § left , , , , 

tfpABpp P^theNRbofewgstqbFlpbiTO- 

felf. It -^^^as fbs gfuycrfa} pppviop, fopp4- 
SB tbP^CTcnepce pf jps fpraipj- popr 
be iivouj4 pi{her ibw /cep 
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Judice to thebufinefs of the factory, and 
that, he would put him m irons, , and 
fend him to Calcutta. I again fent 
word, that he ought to fend the faid 
Coja to me ; and if Mr. Ellis ,had any 
claim upon him, it fhould be debated 
before bum. He anfwered, I wUl 
neither releafe him, nor fend him toyou^ 
but he fhall not be ill treated.’* I have 
wrote this for your information, and 
wait your orders regarding this affair.” 

Copy of a Letter from Shujan Sing io 
Dewan Sedderam. 

5« day, being the 13 th of the 

X month Rejub, in the afternoon, 
a company of Englifh troops ariivedand 
encamped fiifl at SufHabad ; about two 
hours afterwards, leaving SufHabad, they 
entered Mongheer by the road of the Ba^- 
zar, andpaffingnear the eaftern gate, came 
at once into the garden, which is a gun*- 
fhot to the north of the fort, in a trea*- 
cherous and defigning manner, and there 
-pitched their tents. As I was upon my 
guard in the fort, they could not fur- 
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himfelf and the province involved m one_ 
general 1 ruin, than have given us the 
means of faving him, by putting more 
power and more refources of money in^ 
our hands. The^Dutch Director’s letters 
to him, and his behaviour at the time 
their forces came into the country, are 
a public teilimony of his defire to reduce 
our power, inftead of augmenting it-: I 
afked a fmall favor of him for the Com- 
pany, a little after my arrival, as much 
with a view of founding his difpofition; 
as through a defire of obtaining it. It 
was the grant of the Chittagong province; 
in farm to the Company, on the fam^ 
terms as it was held by the then Fouge- 
dari or if that was difagreeable, the 
leave only of eftablifliing a faClory there 
for trade ; but he pofitively refufed to 
admit of either. I determined not td 
‘fuffer the affairs of the nation and the 
Company to fall under the ruin they 
-were threatened with, without making 
‘ an attempt to fave them, and far frorh 
intending any injury to the Nabob, I 
>cbnfidered the .prefervadon of -his life 
1 - - D 4 and 
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few men with me, and I before lepre- 
fented tills to you, I requeil a fpeedy 
anfwer, and a fupply of tliree or four 
thoufand bullets, and fome lead. If die 
latter arrives I can make bullets. What 
happens hereafter I will advife you of.” 


Bnd of the First Volume. 
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and government, as /equally depending 
■pritli our, own mterefts, on thcjmmedi- 
atc profecution of Ibme methods for re- 
medying the, difficulties with which we 
were furrounded One principal circum- 
ftance of the impending evds fuggefted 
the firll hopes of ,a reformation i The 
death of the Nabob s fon had cutibff the 
heir apparent of the goverijment he 
had two fons by concubmes, and a 
grandfon,*the child of hisdeceaftld foni 
by a concubine alfo j the eldeft of hjs 
two fons was Uttlc.abovc ten yearsmld, 
and his grandfon an infant of a few 
months, fo that they were incapable of 
taking care of the buCnefs, fuppofing 
the objeftion of their illegitimacy to be 
of no weight In thefe circumllances 
the whole provmcc feemed to turn their 
eyes on Mecr Collim, who was mamed 
to Meet Jaffieds daughter, his oply fur- 
viving legitimate child j was efteemed a 
capable man in bufinefs, and had been 
the means of prefcrving the city from 
plunder, and the Nabob from deftruc- 
tion, by an immediate payment of three 

lacks 
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lack of rupees to his troops,' and becom- 
ing a fecurity for their arrears at the 
time of their tUmultuoully furrounding 
the palace and this he did, upon pro- 
mife of being appointed to the vacant of- 
fices of his deceafed fon, and declared 
his fuccefibr.' I found Mr. Holv^ell and 
the Select Committee, had firongly re- 
commended to the Nabob to perform 
this promife j on the other hand, Mn 
Amyatt and Colonel Caillaud had wrote 
to him in favor of his infant grandfon, 
reprefenting, that the troops at Patna 
infilled on his being named to the va- 
cant offices, and that Raja Rajebullub, 
late Dewan to the Nabob’s deceafed fon, 
ihould have the management of them 
during his minority. The Nabob feem-- 
ingly acquiefced in both recommenda- 
tions, but continued wavering in his 
choice, in fuch a manner, as fiiewed, 
that tlie encreafe of the Englifli influ- 
ence was the event that he mofl: dread- 
ed in the appointment of either. This 
is the only clue which can lead to the 
motives of ' the many'* Op'pofite refolu- 
^ tions' 
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tfons' which' were taken up'byitho N4-? 
bob, upoa^ thi^ affair, in finall ipaco) 
of "broc in which it was' Aifpendcd Hiit 
inchnationai fitft'led him fo acilcpt'thc 
advice offered him by Colonel CaUlaudp^ 
uv favor of his gtandfoai hatliwhen^ 
that advice was urged in a more prcfling' 
and peremptory'lhle, andHajohullub, by 
his emiffaries and fnends at the Dorbarp 
toofolhatoullylabored to bring aboutthef 
£imo defign, the Nabob became ijealona 
^fhls growing pQwer,"and/fuddenly'de* 
dared hiairefolution toIdupportHMeeit 
Coflim in'hia pretenfions, a^ wijl appear 
by'the letter he wrote Mr'Holwcll and 
Colanel CaiUaud upon ihife fubjeft i Oa 
the other fhand, the Nabob perceiving 
that Meet Coflim was warmly > fuppirta 
ed by Mr fldlwoll, appears to ihave 
/ formed the wild feheme of fliaking off 
both, by throwing all the chief offices 
of the government mto the hands of 
affrangcr, named Mlrza Daood, whohad 
for fonne years enjoyed the protcdion of 
this court in the charafter of a pnnee of 
thtroyal blood of Perfia Him the Na- 
bob 
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bob formally contracted to- the natural 
daughter of his deoeafed fon but a few 
days after, the ^ declaration made in fa- . 
vor of 'Meer Coffim, who> apprehenfive 
of - being difappointed in his hopes, by 
the, jealoufy and irrefolution of tlie Na- 
bob, ' formed the pretence of negotiat- 
ing the reftoration of Burdwan, and the 
other affigned lands, to obtain his leave 
to come down to Calcutta. He arrived 
there about the^ middle of September, 
As he came down with thefe fears and 
. fulpicions of the Nabob’s difinclination 
to him-, for the favor already fliewn him 
by the Englifh, it naturally led him to fall 
in with ' any meafures which might be 
propofed by them, as a means of fecur- 
ing the continuation of the fame intereft 
in his behalf, 
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nektons 'loitb Mcer Jaflier. 
with Mccr Coffim. 


Treaty 


T H E chief objeds the Seled Com- 
mittee now liad in view were, 
firil, to fecure the Company a revenue 
proportionable to the increafed military 
expcnccs, brought upon them by their 
connedions with the Nabob, and which 
the aflignment made by him, befides the 
uncertainty of the payment, was by no 
means equal to ; and, fccondly, to put 
an end to the war in Bengal, either by a 
decifive adion, or by entering into an 
alliance with the Shahzada, to fupport 
his pretenfions to the throne of Indoftan: 
for the firft of thefe, Mcei Coffim rea- 
dily agreed to cede to the Company 
lands, to the yearly amount of about fifty 
lacks of rupees, confifiring of the Burd- 
wan, Midnapore, and Chittagong pro- 
vinces, upon condition of our fecuring 
his appointment to the vacant offices of 
the Nabob’s deceafed fon, tlie chief ad- 
miniftration of all the affairs of the go- 
vprnment under Meet Jaffier, and the 

fuccef- 



■N’&rmrBl 

fdcfCeffion 

The ifeconS^ left^ife W'ctfifEt- 

nimed by the negotiations VTuch ha'd aI-> 
ready bee'fi fet W/oof -frifli fiie'SBai^a^ 
da t bilf Whefhci' tBc'InfenHisd'iilliaflte 
Whif him fliSitld ^ISdc ht hyt/hf 

was to fiiak€ iW ditfercdde in 'Otrf e" 
taeiits #i(li Mcif GdSiiit-^^ ^ ^ ^ 

'tSE foHOWfig idthteific P^Yff ■^Wfl 
fiiffifiinfiy fheV {ks ifeOtfS^i' bfdobr'tft- 
tdnfig r&to thtfe eSga^ttaefitYWilh ‘iVTcOr 
Gonkaf dad |ivi 0 g Tunif laTf^feMWi 
fot^erj ftotfr Ac- ctihcal'^lfafd of tfie 
Gonipany ff atfairs, ahd thofebf the dOiSh= 
ffy at tl^ penod, ind the ^fabof/s nrf- 
bdi^'fO ftimidy thfe ond, ahdhifrtf dit^* 
pOlitjoti tO" dodtribnfe any affifehice to 
ffid Offief - < ^ 

jU 

of ibc iSemihiH diBverd by tbf PYotl 
Jidcnt (Mfi Holwell) iatbt &4leB Om=- 
iaiiUe, ufoii tbr j^/Tmal of Mr Pant 
fittartj tb Juccted bht itri tbf Qfbfht- 
mciit > n s 

A SifiyEdalfh; dIid'fh<fco■Md■(^ft■^• 
•^^ tronof crtief cifcniiifto\Sd^'W)ll 
' foOn 
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/bon oblige me to rcqttcft pci'miflton 
from tile board to rcfign the fcrvicc, I 
beg leave, previous to that flcp, to ac*- 
company this thort addrefs with fiich ic-* 
marks and incmoriAls, as may convey to 
the Picfidcnt (fo lately arrived ainongfl 
us) a knowledge of the prefent jdatc and 
htitation of the Company’s affairs, as they 
/land conneded with, or arc dependent 
on the goTcrnment of Bengal. 

To form a judgment of tlic prefent 
/late of things in Bengal, it will he need-^ 
fill to rctrolj.'jcd on the late revolution of 
tlia year 1757, when ncccflity, and a 
juff refentment for the moff cruel inju* 
ties, obliged us to enter into a plan to 
deprive Scrajoli Dowla of hiS' govern- 
ment, which was accordingly done, and 
Mecr Mahomed Jafficr Alice Cawn fixed 
by us at the head of the piovince on 
certain conditions, and under a treaty of 
alliance olfenfive and dcfenfivc. 

A siroRT fpacc of time fully proved 
how unworthy the family thus raifedi 
The conditions of the treaty could not 
be obtained from tlic-^JMabDb, without 

being 
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being m a manner extorted from himi 
and by a thoufand flufts and evafions it 
■was plam to the world not a linglc arti- 
cle would ever have been compbed with, 
had the Nabob been mvefted with power 
fufficient to have prevented it, or could 
he have divelled himfelf of his own fears 
and apprchenlions from onr refentment 
Toncaws on the lands were howe- 
ver granted for the payment^ of the fh- 
pulated fums at particular times, by which 
the Royroyan, Muttafuddies, Dewans, 
and every Harpey employed m the Ze- 
nundarree- and revenues, became our im- 
placable enemies , and confequendy a 
party was foon raifed at the Durbar, 
headed by the Nabob s fon Meeran, and 
Rajah Rajebullub, who were dady plan- 
nmg fchemes to fhake off their dcpch- 
dcnce on the Englifb j* and continually 
urgmg to the Nabob, that till this was 
effeSed his government -was a name only 
The Nabob, fotnethmg irritated by the 
protciffion given Rajah Doolubram, and 
weak and irrcfolutc in himfelf, fell too 
Iboa mto theft ftntiments 


The 
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The ill fl ilep taken to accomplifli this 
meafure of independence, was to aifaf- 
finatc, and take off, under one pretence 
or other, every niinifter and officer at the 
Durbar, who they knew were attached 
to the Enghfli 5 in confequence of which, 
Cojaliaddy, and Coffim Alice Cawn, iirff 
and fecond Buxey, were affaffmated in 
November and December 1758 j and af- 
ter many attempts made on the perfons 
of Rehicm Cawn, and Golam Shah, his 
uncle and hi other, they were obliged to 
feek an afylum with the Shahzada in 
1759. Roydoolub, his fon, and four 
bi others, were piofcribed, on no other 
account, but that of the various infor- 
mations he save iis, and his firm attach- 
ment this family would have fallen a 
faciifice, had they not been refeued out 
of the Nabob’s hands by force of arms j 
Ameer Beg Cawn would, from the fame 
caufe, have fuffered the fame fate, had 
he not given his folemn engagement to 
quit the kingdom, which he accordmg- 
'ly did. 


VoL. I, 


E 


The 
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This nest projfcft of< the OurblF ap- 
peared, by eveiy conCumn^ ilibfequtilt 
'circumftancer to be a'Ciret negotiatioh 
with the Dutch, for tranijwrting troops 
from Batavia into^thcfc prdvinees, that 
with their umted force a ftbpJmight he 
put to the power of the'Enghflil OThis 
foheme was conduced by Raja'RajebuI- 
lub oa the one part, indJi^-FcidraltSojar 
for the Dutch bn the othirjtbbbuf D( 9 bb 
ber or Novembcr-1758, thcpcnbd whfo 
the Deccan eipedition' took plaW,* aiiS 
the gamfon Was touch ’reduced 'i Siibh 
after, the provinces were invadtfd by the 
Shahzada on the fide of Patna, and' Co- 
lonel Ohve with Our mihtaiy and feapoyt 
joined the Nabob and his troops,' and by 
forced marches preferved Rija Rairlna- 
ram ftcady m his duty, and amVed'juft 
in time to lave that city and province; 
and drove the pnUce, though the un- 
doubted heir to the kingdom/ beyond 
the Currumnafla, and brought the Bou- 
gepoor, &c countnes mto fiibje&on to 
the Nabob ' 

'* Qc]3, Wijecd, 

The 
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The prince more than once wrote to 
die Colonel, offering any terms for the 
Company and liimfelf, on condition the 
Englifli would quit the Nabob, and join 
his arms ; but the Colonel tliinking it 
incompatible with our treaty of alliance 
with the Nabob, gave die prince no en- 
couragement. 

At tlic end of the campaign die Co- 
lonel returned to us in June 1759, and 
the two Nabobs arrived in die city about 
the fame time, widi full conviction of 
our firm attaclimcnt to his government 
and family, and our religious regard to 
our treaties ; what fenfe they retained of 
thefe obligations, and how long, will 
appear by and by. 

T HE Nabobs, thinking thenifelves now 
better eftablifiied m the government, and 
fereened by fuch a fure and powerful fup- 
port as our arms, began to fet no bounds 
to their cruelties, oppreflions, and exac- 
tions, from thofe who had any thing to 
be plundered of ; and diis barely receiv- 
ed a check from die fevere and fiequent 
remonitrances of the Colonel to the Na- 

E 2 bob. 
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bob, oma conduflr'^hich heiidoldihim 
mull:,' from the general idcfrftation aftlie 
"people, end m ithc defrruftion of bim- 
^felf, >his family and country itHis troops 
clamorous at the lame time forfricir pay, 
whdll the Nabob, m place ofappropri- 
atmg the fums he ihad acquired by re- 
peated gdaffin afinns to thejuft deniands 
of his jemmatdarsand troops, lavilhed the 
lame m boundlefs extravaganciesitn ilni 
About the lattercndof July 1759, the 
young Nabob amvcdion a pretendedivi- 
fit to Colonel Chve, but thcireal motive 
was to negotiate,, if .poffible, the. deh- 
vety of Rajah Doolubram, , and two 1 or 
three other articles given him m charge 
by his father, fuch as the furrendcr of 
the tuncaw lands on feconty, the , bor- 
rowing of us a large fum of money, 6cc 
In thefc the fon provmg unfuccefslhl, a 
member of -the board of Sclcd: Commit- 
tee was, at hiB defire, fent to accompany 
liim to the city, to reconcile the Nabob 
to the negatives his fan had received an 
Calcutta, and at the lame tune to mti- 
mate to him the advice we had received, 

that 
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that a large armament was fitting out at 
Batavia, deflined for Bengal i and to pe- 
netrate, if poffible, his fentiments on 
this occafion j and what refolution he 
would take, in cafe that force arrived in 
the river. 

He was not to be leconciled to the re- 
fufals his fon met with, but determined 
to try his own power, and declared his 
intentions to pay the Colonel a vifit him- 
felf in September ; which he did witli 
fuccefs equal to his fon ; he feemed to 
make light of the Dutch intelligence, 
and not to give credit to it, though he 
difeovered much perplexity t, however, 
he wrote a letter to the Colonel, de- 
manding our afliftance, by virtue of the 
treaty of alliance, in cafe tlie Dutch 
troops came into the river. 

The armament arrived during his 
vifit 5 his flay after that was fliort, his 
mind much embarraffed, and his whole 
fubfequent condu(St gave mofl undoubt- 
ed proofs, that the Dutch forces were 
arrived by his invitation. That fuch 
were the fentiments of Colonel Clive 

' E 3 and 
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aiad the 'Ccnin^i^ appears Troin th^' nar- 
rative of 'thi't Dut& biliinfcfsj^traiifinif- 
teli to tlld Honourable the' Court “iif Di- 
reflors, and to' our fc7cral'lA.dmjrals fi'e 
pcrulal of 'this ' narfative ■'■wiU co'nvmdS 
the impartial, that the Nabob, in* his be- 
haviour on this occafibn, was g^ty bfa. 
moll flagitious 'breach'of the artide of 
the treaty of alliance , and that froni this 
penod, no terms ■whatcvfr Ihould ‘have 
been preferved with' him,!- Sftcr fuch'uS- 
eiampled treachciy indiibgratitude , '"to 
which, by way of illufeahon/ we 'may 
add the fubfequent farces camed-hn be- 
tween the Nabob and the Dutihi as fet 
forth m the feveral letters' between Mr 
Holwell and the Refident at'Morad- 
baug on this lubjedlj by reference to 
-which it will appear moll nianifeft,'that 
the 'Nabob s real intentions never wercito 
diftreli efiedually that people, but on 
the contrary, were only aimed to amufe 
and deceive us witnels the private or- 
ders and mllmftions given to Meet Cof- 
fim Alice Cawn, fo oppofitc to his pnh- 
hc ones, when he was fent down to dc- 
' mohlh 
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molifh the new Works at Chintfura. Irt 
the apparent delays of this fcrvicc, Cof- 
fim Alice Cawn fuffered much in the 
opinion of the late Prehdent, thouglt 
iinjuftly, as we fiibfe(][ucnfly learn hd 
was adling ftridly conformable to the 
private orders of the Nabob. 

In the beginning of the year 1760, 
the Shah2:ada invaded the provinces again 
with a force more rcfpcdtable than the 
preceding year, both in troops and com^ 
manders, by the revolt of Cafngar Cawn, 
Golam Shaw, Reim Cawn and others 
the Nabob by tliis time having made 
liimfelf fo univerfally hated,, that we may 
juflly fa)'-, there Was hardly a man in 
the province tliat did) not wiih' ficcefs 
to the prince. 

Colonel Clive religned the govern-* 
ment early in February _t76'C', about 
which time theMorattas enteied the pro- 
vince from the fouthward, and penetrat- 
- ed into the "Burd^wani country, making a 
■conliderable diverlion in favor of the 
prince. The Nabob demanded a body 
of our troops, feapoys, and field-artil- 

E 4 lery. 
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lay, for the defence of this country, io 
jomi his under the'eommand of Meeij 
ColEm AUce Cawn, which/was granted , 
hut their ufc was fruftrated by'the -Na-’’ 
bob s pulilammous, irregular, and con-'’ 
tradiftory orders to hist gcncraloCofEini 
Alice Cawn, to march with our troops tov 
Cutwa and the city,' in place of march- 
ing dircftly to thc^outhward Thus this 
country feU a prey to the Morattas,’ andi 
a flop was put to the coUetflmg our tun- 
caws, m which was our greatefr depen- • 
dence and expe<3ation for the femcc of 
the year* Ourtroops undathccommandT 
ofiinajor Caillaud had takenithe field/i 
in -conjun&on with the Nabob s, under 
the command of his Ion, fometime be- > 
fore, the Colonel s departure for Europe,,; 
and thaped their rout towards Patna, 
whilfl the Nabob himfrlF remamed ;mt 
the neighborhood of Rajcmahl, a check 
on Cuddeem Holcm Cawn, Nabob ofr 
Pumea (then m rebeUion) untd Shu-j 

* Sec mBjtajy corrclponilcnce la the months of 
Fcbmary and March 1760 ji C 

I buts 
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but’s advance, recalled him to the 
city. A regular and particular detail of 
the tranfadions of this laborious cam- 
paign will not be expedted here, as the 
pfogrefs of it will prefent itfelf in the 
CDurfe of the military correfpondence 
* laid before -the Committee, therefore ge- 
neral remarks on the fuccefs, effedls, 
and probable confequences, will be fuf- 
ficient. 

This,, like the former ones, has pro- 
duced no definitive adion or flroke, to lay 
the lead: foundation of peace to tlie pro- 
vinces. In the courfe of this campaign 
three morally fure and important op- 
portunities were loft by the cowardice 
of both the Nabobs ; the.firft, w^hen the 
.c_youn^J;Tabob refufed to join the major, 
in the immediate purfuit of the Shahza- 
' da when routed near Patna 3 the fecond, 
when the old Nabob refufed to comply 
_^with the major’s requeft and demand, to 
crofs his horfe over the Burdwan river, 
and attack the prince when united with 
Shubut, &c. I the third, when in the late 
^ The name of a Moratta General. 

purfuit 
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pnrfmt ofi.Cuddricm Hofctn Cawn, the 
youngtNabobjcfnlcd'toilead or detach 
hir horfc-i tct thoamajor S; afliftancei i by 
■nincb a general a&on iniigiit hareibceit 
brought on t,bat, on tbe coiitraty,tho 
kept encamped two ob durelndilcs nr the 
mqor'G reat^far if hiEimfentiooKiwereto 
leave our troopa^ ■VTithotit4(orf<V‘'i fitni- 
ficetothe enemy^ ■•V' t 

Had the moft'been madfc bf’tither 
of thole favorable occaflons, the'llioke 
had, m allbntnan probabihty,''beeii ds- 
cifive } >a» It Or It only proviis', fhat 'tbe! 
contnnie to draw our - ftvordst m fnpport 
of a fenuly, moft. unworthy the govern- 
ment they have by our affiliance trftirp- 
ed, and this to tic ncinifdl ha2ard‘'lmd 
murof tbe Company's tradeand concerns. 

On the near approach of tbe major to 
Patna, he received a Fnmauir from ‘the 
pnnee, of which be- advifed the board, 
and promifed to forward a copy, but no 
wonder, that, in the courfc of fo extra- 
erdmary and fati guing ia campaign, rt 
fhouldefcapehn memory OntheShalina- 
da s amsal m thcBeerboom country, after 

the 
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the unexpected march he formed upon 
his defeat, tlie Prefident received in- 
telligence, that the old Nabob had ac- 
tually a Vackeel in the Shahzada’s camp, 
and that he was ^nego_ciatmg a feparate 
treaty with him. This appeared to have 
fo dangerous a tendency, that any means 
were eligible to obtain the truth of it. 

. The late prefident, by a third hand, 
procured Afied Zenima Cawn Rajah of 
JBeerboom, and his uncle Camgar Cawn, 
tobe written to on this fubjeClof the .Na- 
bob’s Vackeel and treaty. This foon 
produced a Firmaun from the prince, in-, 
clofing a copy of the Nabob’s Arzdaiht. 
The Prefident made no reply to the Fir- 
maun, but returned a fhort one to Cam- 
gar Cawn’s letter which accompanied it,^ 
-intimating, that copies carried Ettle; va- 
lidity where originals were in being. 

A FEW days before the prince began 
his retreat from the hills, the Prefident 
received a fecond Firmaun from him, 
inclofing the original iVtzdaflit from the 
Nabob. All that can be faid, either for 
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or.againft belief ibeingigiven to the au- 
thenticity either of ithe copy or ongi- 
naljjWill appear on the facciof- the,cor- 
rcfpondence, in two-lcttcrsi fromi the 
Prclident to ,the major, t under dates the 
twcnty-fecond and twenty-fourth of A- 
pnl lail, and to Mr Haftings,>the twen- 
tieth of the tame month iToithefcWe 
may further add.rthatuf they are forge- 
ries, they have yet thisMcorroborating 
fignature of truth, that the whole te- 
nor of the Nabob s condnaimoft exaAly 
talhes with the terms of the Arzdalht. 
But to refnme the courfe of the cam- 
paign to the prelcnt time i n t 
Patna is reheved, and fecurc for the 
prefent Cuddeem Hofem Cawn is dif- 
poflelTcd of his government of Pumea, 
and driven out of the country, but with 
all his treafnre and valuable -effeas, >to 
the reproach and infamy of the young 
Nabob s name , fo that, after the rams, 
he will eafily join the prmce with the 
elTentials of war, which he only wants 
to harrafi the provinces five years longer 
The young Nabob is taken off by a flalh 

of 
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of lightening, and our troops aie gone 
into quarters, after having done as 
'much, or more than could be expected, 
from men fo wretchedly fupported by 
thofe very people, for whofe prefervation 
tliey endure every diftrefs and fatigue ^ 
and tlie prince has found means to pre- 
ferve himfelf and forces a footing on 
this fide the Soane, and in the neigh- 
borhood of “^Patna. It is faid, Camgar 
Cawn has forfaken the caufe of the 
'prince, which appears moft improbable, 
not only on account of his having no 
other 'chance for reimburling himfelf 
but perfeverance, but becaufe we had 
undoubted intelligence, that three thou- 
fand of his troops have lately joined his 
nephew Alfed Zemma Cawn, who has 
thrown off his allegiance to the Nabob. 
Thefe troops are, doubtlefs, lodged to 
make an early and important diverfion 
at the opening of the next campaign, 
by entering the Burdwan country, as 
foon as the prince begins to be in mo- 
tion above ; and thus 'our fupplies from 
* The Rajah of Beerboom. ' 

thence 
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thence TOll/jbto^ain ,cnt'off,(fand the 
Company « (i&ira Jjfc reducedi to the jail 
cxtrctmtyof dtftrefsjiunldfs the approach^ 
mg ihips ofithc feafomreheve us,ionthe 
whole tuncawB -oailthofelj lands could 
bccoUeiSed dunn^ thejrainsrii The lafc- 
ter IS hardly polSblc onjiny-femceable 
degree, and the former. carnet tcryht- 
tle probabihty-' ThcJateipropolal of the 
Nabob 8 to pay our balances) -and refolnc 
hiE lands, is devoutly to be wifocd!,jbnt 
It la likewife to be ' feared -h% ,ha^ no 
meanmg m it ^ , , t,u d , o'! .^dJ 
The vanous reafons, urged, againft, the 
meafures of fopporting the .prefent .go- 
vernment, longer on the plan we, have 
been Ibme tunc purfomg, to .the heavy 
injury of the Company, iwith jvarions 
expedients to refeue them from maiufeft 
opproachmg mm, are fet forth at large, 
in the mihtary correljiondence, m a letter 
finm the Prelidcnt to m^or CaiUaud, 
under dates the 24th and 25th of May, 
14th of June, and 3d of July 3 to Mr 
Amyatt, under dates the 25th and 30th 
of May 3 to Mr Halbngs, under dates 

the 
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tlie 24tli of May, 30tli of June, and 5tli 
and 8 th of July. Botli the reafons and 
expedients, in the prefent ftate of affairs, 
feem rather to confirm than contra-in- 
dicate any other ^ however, the fudden 
death of the young Nabob (if made a 
proper ufe of) fc€ms to point out a middle 
way, if things are not gone too far al- 
ready, to admit of any other than the di- 
vefting this family of the government al- 
together 

Respecting all matters relative to 
the Dutch and the Nabob, the Dutch 
and us, the tuncaws and obftruftions 
raifed by the Nabob on our coUeding 
them, as ahb the late fecret treaty be- 
tween the Nabob and the Morattas, 
&c. they will appear on the face of the 
correipondence without exaggeration.” 

See the Prefident's letter to Mr. Haftings of 
the 1 6th of laft month, and to major Caillaud of 
the 26th, on the fame Tub j eft. 
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I . ” 1 

ExiraB of a Loiter from 'Mr Vanfittait, 
Governor of Calcutta, to Colonel Cail- 
laud, commanding the Army j/' Patna, 
dated Augnft 4, 1760 ‘ ' ' 

<• ,1 1 ‘ ' j 

“ T SUPPOSE the NaTjob, when'he 
A anfwers the letters I have wrote 
him, will m conlcquence of jour advice 
propofe a meeting, and mdecd I think 
It highly neceOary When fuch a con*- 
ference is refolved upon, I will let you 
know in tune to be there j and I thinlr 
we Ihould find the means of removing 
that want of confidenc e, wh ich I fee now 
every moment between the Nabob and 
our gentlemen It is this millxuft, that 
feems to me to be m great mcafiire the 
caufe of all his difficulties and ours Uis 
people flight him, imagining, that with 
us they will be furc to find protcdion j 
and on the other hand, thofc with whom 
the Company have to do, thofe particu- 
larly upon whom we have affignments 
for money, make nlc of it as an oppor- 
tumty of delaymg their payments, de- 
pending 
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pending on the Nabob’s countenancing 
tlieir backwardnefs. 

If a negotiation with the prince fliould 
take place, I am fo far from intending 
a reyolution in thefe provinces, that I 
would have the confirmation of the pre- 
fent Nabob llipulated for the firfl arti- 
cle ; it might, however, be upon con- 
dition of his making over to us coun- 
tries, to the value of about fifty lacks 
fer annum. Burdwan and Kifnagur 
would nearly anfwer that fum, and lie 
extremely convenient for us. The Shah- 
zada, at the fame time, Ihould engage 
to furnifli the Company monthly with 
twice as much as would defray the charges 
of the troops deftined for his fervice ; and 
to confer on the Company, in cafe of his 
fuccefs, fuch privileges and advantages 
in all parts of India, as their feveral go« 
vernors might requeft.” 

* Or Nu^dea, 


VoL. I. 
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"ExtraS Ijf a ' -Coirff^Caillaud 

Jo ’ VaifiitAd, "to •wbicb Mr A- 

myatt, Cbi^ at ^afiia^ alfo ‘jubfcnloed j 
tto Jbate, hiit rectfoed 24 Aug , 1760 

I -> J I -!/“(' L 

“ I" T were to be wiflied, that confi- 
1 dcnce between us and .the Nabob 
could be cilabbflied, but^vc (nie-leavt 
to affiire you, that will be noiealy talk, 
until he changes hiaicounfellors (iMy 
opinion ml this isiconfirmedjbyi Colonel 
Chves judgment, whOjwapted ,fuch. Si 
change, tind would have effefted it, had 
lie Hayed j but I hope the fame from yiur 
management Ir _ t 

The money matters IhlT perplex me 
more 3 the Hate of our finances at Ben- 
gal yon arc before this acquamted With. 
The countnes you mention arc the bell 
We could have for the fum wanted j > but 
nothmg will mducc the Nnbob to part 
with them, but the fear of our llrcngth 
and power 3 and not much lefs force is 
requifite to keep him m awe, and to pre- 
vent enemies from wi thin or without dif- 
tilrbmgthepcaceof thcSubahlhip, which, 

if 
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if hot' p6rfe(5lly maintained, of confe- 
quence the teVenues fuffer. The Nabob 
would not be a poorer man, by giving 
us fifty lacks per annum, witk which he 
would have a body of forces, that would 
do him fervice ; ahd it does not coffc him 
lefs than tliat fum for maintaining an ufe- 
lefs rabble : .but to Convince him of this 
fiep, th'ere lies the difficulty ; the Co- 
lohel’s Idft letter to him was full of falu- 
tarynhilrudions on this head •, but he is 
of Yo' ihHlrufiful a nature, that already 
-bur power and infTuence, though meant 
for his “good, give him pain ^ and evely 
thing that we can propofe, that feem- 
ingly tends to encreafe it, gives him' um- 
brage, and will make hhri unwillingly 
•confent to tliis, of any ddier flep We can 
propofe. Be afiured of this, that He can 
only be frightened into compliance 5 and 
fo you fee it is my opinion," that though 
the prince goes, we cannot fend both 
men and money to Madras. 

In my two lafi; letters, I have fpoke 
fully as to the affairs of this province •, 
and gave fuch reafons.as I had for the 

F 2 appomt- 
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appointment of • Meet Sidoo and Ra- 
jcbuUubsf at'VHeaftiVvrfiiti 1 'fiavc imoff 
ftronglyoirged, ^"d'lt fccmslto'Be'your 
opinion, ’that no chab^ fhonlS bcuriade 
for the prefent The NabD|>| ^ifag^of 
me p^th,e hath 

piqued mc,(en^>,-,fiqp,yijyj^ej it go 
unnoticed -,,5 do nqf^gpjjcl mth, *e 
man foe b^g: of , “PrS? 

■mth me, iadjhe mgenuoufly^toldme fo, 
for I left alljto^hiSjChoic^ja^only m- 
vifed him what I|though^^>^^]jbm he 
agreed by lua lettcrSjtb^jal^jIjirppcf^^ 
allowed it was the ^e^^^t^^copldj^be 
done, and.approyed.p^^jnij^m^ure8^ 
'VYhilft, at Ap lame tun^ ,iic was a^mg 
diametnqally o^pofite, withoujt (wct epn- 
fidenng me, or , the eneaecments I had 

1 ifl i" i ■" oi, ni.ii 

entered^ mto, upon me ftrength of his 

n j) fi 1°VJ Jill ib 

promiles , , , 

L 11 1 n j / < r! mint nil > 

^ 11^ The Nsbob B gnndfon, niul lojl 

■ 1 1 * Ml 1 1 1 b 1 1 bn 1 

I r II I / 1 1 1,1/., 

T "fi I 1 J 

!; ■ffni ExtraH 

’ inij c t 
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BcXtraBx)f .a Letter ^frorn' Mr, Amyatt to 

ilfr/ Vanfittart, and Colonel Caillaud. 
'S Dated Odober 5, 1760. 

' Gentleme'n, 

' T Ani favoured witli your’sof the 2yth 
' ultimo, 'and am very glad you have 

taken fteps to fupply us with money 5 
we' have laboured under great difficulties 
for want of it, and a Imall fupply to 
the Nabob’s troops would have enabled 
Rajebullub to quit this place, who is 
very anxious and defirous to get away, 
and without fome money he cannot. He 
has run the rifque of his life thefe three 
days, and I expected an uproar in the 
city hourly. To-day tliey arefomewhat 
qiiiet, and Ramnarain has fent for fome 
bf the chief commanders to expbffiulate 
with them; but without fome money 
fent him, he fays, he cannot, nor will 
undertake to fatisfy them. I have 
talked to Ramnarain all in my power, 
to take the command of them, that Raj e-^ 
buUub may go ; and I cannot but fay he 
has a great deal of reafon on his fide, 

F 3 they 
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they are fuch 6 fet of rabble, and he 
without money, hcfideB ^'o^ troops 
uhpbttj they will notHear’rca&n'jYome 
money muft be givrin imiiiediatcly,-^^and 
where that is to come from he doe$ not 
know The Nabob 'h^ not- wrote to 
them or Rajcbullab, and jCoffiin 'Alice 
Gawn to a very few,' fo that'thcy are 
outrageous They lay, the Colonel and 
RajebuJlub kept them together j one is 
gone, and fent them no money, and the 
latter they cipea to makje'th&^ygobdi 
fo that here is a fine fpot of 'linfafion i 
our army only prevents matters bonung 
to extremities I apprehend, when^thc 
pnnee hears all this, we lhall have him 
move this way Were all thefc trouble- 
fome Jbrccs jomed with him it would he 
nothmgj but they withm and the prince 
without IS bad, though, I hope.-'as we 
are a httlc qmet to-day, that Ramnaram 
will be able to work upon them j Raje- 
hullub m thefe matters is a child to the 
other , 
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E>:trcM of a Letter from Mr. Amyatt 
Vanfittart and Colonel Caillaud. 
Patna, Odlobcr 12, 1760. 

«< rr^HE Nabob's feepoys are daily 
A deferting to tlie prince 5 the re- 
mainder labour under great difficulties, 
and are very troublefome for their pay.'* 

LxtraB of a Letter from Mr. Haftings, 
Lcfident at the Nabobs Cornet, to the 
Seledt Committee at Calcutta. Dated 
Muradbaug, July 18, 1760. 

T\/T^ laft gave you the melancho- 
i-T A ly news of the Chuta Nabob’s 
death. It is proper, that I now acquaint you 
with the confequences of that event here. 
No fooner was the intelligence publiffi- 
ed, than the feepoys, no longer intimi- 
dated by the autliority of the Chuta Na- 
bob, nor the prefence of the Englifli 
forces, which had hitherto retrained 
them from giving fcope to their refent- 
ment againft the Nabob, immediately 
concurred to take the advantage, which 
his grief, and the confternation caufed 

F 4 by 
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by ib fodden^d fatal, a^oke afforded 
thcmjjtojcompclj him tOtpsyi^eir, long 
arrears j^lThey accordingly^cncompaffed 
j his palace qij the [ I4th,'\m^|a <larticSrous 
manner, but-j proceeded (tiOffurther) than 
to_| infnlt the trcafr^ andjothtr muttar: 
feddees, whom they puUcd out* of their, 
pallanqmns, andjtrcatcdifwiA other 
dignities The &mc diforde^^contpiued 
the next jday On thc^jdthjjthcyjalTcm- 

bled m a large body, andfloppcdrnp the 
doors of the palace, fuffenng none to en- 
ter, or come ontof it ,j^umbcrs mount j 
ed on every wall, not excepting (the 
places held the moll facred, , and loaded 
thcj'^abob with the moliopprobnqns 
language, threatening hiin,with death, 
if^them demands ,iyere not comphed with ; 
, Sucli,of ius courtiers or attendants,^ 

' njade ^thci^appearance, wpre affaulted by 
^ ^gments broke off from the yralls, by, 
‘ w^ch feveral, perfons of dilhndhon were 
wounded,, ([This fccne laftcd|,two days, 
and fcemed to ,pottcndithe cirtam de- 
j ffniftionjOf theNyJiob, wljen;Co/Bm,Al- 

lecipaytn, the Jlabpb,6jfon-;in-law, jhy 
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ills interpolition, pirt a flop to tlie per- 
fecu^on, and brought on an accommo- 
dation. The Nabob has promifed to pay 
the hill arrears from the 'hxtli fun, and 
tri^o half months of the' prefent year, 
as foon as it fliall appear from the ac- 
counts wliatrnoney is due to them. Forthis 
payment^ Cbffim Alice Cawn became 
fecurity,' and' paid them immediately 
tliree lacks of rupees from his own trea- 
fury. This fatisfied the feepoys, who ih- 
llantly "retired to their own habitations. 
Though the hbrm is now blown over, 
yet diould it return again (which is to 
be apprehended, from tlie fmall profpedt 
there at prefent appears, tliat the Nabob 
will be able to colle< 5 t fo large a funi as 
he has engaged to dilcharge) I much fear 
,tlie confequences will prove fatal to the^ 
Nabob, as well from tlie uhrulinefs ah'd 
difaffedtion of tlie multitude, as from the 
machinations’ of his’nurrierous enemies, 
with whoni ft will be no difficulty' to 
make thofe the inftrumentS of his ruin. 

I Ass^'-Zemma GAS^N, the Rajah' of 
1 Beerbodml'is^'a’llemblihg forces, and, tho’ 
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no open hofiilitira havd been committed 
by him, it is no 'longer donbted,^ but hiS'’ 
d^gn isito revolt ‘fr6m the pi'cfent'goi' 
vemment 'atii i i' nl ! 't' ! 

i H,( ' ( 1 ' iin * 1 i f 

Tranjlattorixrf a Letter.Jrmitbe. Nabob 

fo Cohncl Cadlaud i i I 

“ T^Ormerly the commahd df'th'c 
* forces, the government-’of the 
country, the regulating of the'ajrmyi and 
raifing of troops, werc'thc bfiBcc-of tlie 
Nabob Nafir-ool-moolfc, deceafed ‘ At 
this time, excepting my beloved fon Meet 
Mahomed Collim Cawn Beha'der, there’ 
is none of my fons or brethren’ equ^ to 
that trull, and I have now received great- 
er proofs than ever of his merit For 
this reafon I have judged my fon afore- 
faid worthy of, and proper for the di- 
reibon of all military operations and af- 
fairs of the admimllration, in the lame 
mannerwiththe NabobNalir-ool-moolkJ 
deceafed I doubt not, that you have 
the lame opinion of the quahties and ca- 
pacity of my fon aforelaidj and thefnend- 
fljip you entertam for him is fice from 

deceit 



^ranfidlms in Bengal, 75- 

deceit ai)d' delign. From the entire 
dependence, which he places upon youri' 
eftablifhed acquaintance and friendfliip, 
he hopes that you will aflift him on 
this occafion- hy exerting your influence 
fo eiFeftu^ly in his behalf, that Mhara- 
jah Ramnarain Behader may be, entirely 
pleafed, with my fon, and maintain 
a friendly intercourfe with him 3 that 
when required he may afford the faid 
Mharajah his afliflance and fupport, as 
the late Nabob Naflr-ool-moolk did. By 
this our friendfhip will be daily aug« 
mented, the affairs of the government 
will profper, and you will do me a great 
pleafure.’" 

^ranjlation of a “Letter from Me Nabob to 
Mr, Holwell. Received July 10, 1760. 

/Tp H E letter you wrote me concern- 
A ing Meer Mahomed Coflim Al-> 
lee Cawn, I have received. You ac- 
quaint me, he is a noble, good, and 
brave man. . Mr. Haflings alfo has fpoke 
me to the fame purpofe, and has defired 
me, to let him fucceed my fon. This re-, 
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joiccd me' much, Bei&ufc l, was feimble 

fhenfiflup^ iiiVe nij'fhenS^'icarer to’ 
me^Kan himfcl?*an(i mi3^’’antffh6uitl^ 
be'vd^’glafl, if^f’wai 'm 'ffly^i&wei^to’ 
give it lain but yi?C;bloHcl £as 'S^le' 
m’e akt^V^cop^WbePifef^^iiiyi: ifa-^ 
^ofcd fbrj'otl^p^fnlall 
I be able to judge?wtSt'S\oiive^H&’m3uc^ 

1 cd me lb br^df tfid*Cflto‘^lff)Jb‘/teil 
s ij hr {d biniqqrd ilouljj ,ciod 
ExtraB tfjaJLetifrffrcm ti^c-SeIe3jCc>i^-i 
- mttet at Calcutta, i * tbt Ereji4tnf'ani 
Ccunctl oJ\ JFort ,St nGcdrgc r-jiiDatid 
I July 28, lydoj lu jlndi bni ?qooiT 
“■f T LlE bave received your favours of 
» V I ithe latlijuneandylh July.'and 
arc forry to find there is any prolpedtjof 
icmginnder the necdffity ofr raifing^thc 
blockade of Pondicherry (We flatter outft 
felVes, however, thatjaSkirs willi t&ke^ 
more fayorable turn 1 and thatiwhen the 
cxpeaed fuccours amve, you nWill hbe 
fully jcnabled^to carry into execution youf 
moftulangumc cxpeiSations ijWe, njoll 
• rrbis «' letter, iTrcommtndiiig thqinfmt 
jnndfoo tmder the guardianfliip of RajtboUub 

ardently 



iT ranfadfions in Bengal. yj 

ardently wifh it .were in;, our power to 
affift you on this important occafion with,' 
men or money ^3 but fuch ds'*our< fitua« 
tion, that notwithftanding our unwea- 
ried endeayprs, we are not able to efFedt 
either. The Shah2jada, with. his -forces, 
had crolTed the river Soane, which af- 
forde(^ a profpeft of the Patna province 
being^rejitpred^ to peace for a few months 
at leaft ; . b,ut^ the death of the young Na- 
bob, which happened by a.flafh of light- 
jiing'oh 4he 3d of July, -has encouraged 
the Shahz'ada to return within a few cofe 
of Patna. '‘/Major Caillaud, with our 
troops, and thofe of the Nabob under 
his command, by our lateft advices, was 
in that city, fo that an adhon may very 
probably enfue. - - 

Every method has in vain been tried 
for railing a fum of money, as well 'for 
fupplying your fettlement; as providing 
an inveftment ‘ here for the ^ Company. 
The troubles which have this feafon' con- 
tinuedfo late in' the country, have fo much 
impeded' the ‘collection of' our.tudcaws, 
that fora confiderable time pad, we have 
1 "''' I' ‘ n. /'had 
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had little toore tnoniy hi <)Uf freallliy, 
than fufficidiit to defraythe Ctirrtnf'ex- 
ptnces of thetfettlemeht. -This biiflg 
the real fifnaticm of oar afiairs, tve per- 
fuade oUHeives yotl will be convinced, 

I that your not receiving the Inpplies ydb 
I may have eipeaed from us, is not owing 
I to any fiegleft m ns , as We cart ort the 
contrary affureyou. We Ihotild, on all 66- 
cafions, moft chearfuUy contnhntA' eVeijr 
thing m onr poWcf for Ihe gdod of the 
femce m general ” ' 

‘Extras ^ a ConfuUatum held at Cal- 
cutta tbc yth of Auguft, 1760 Pr/- 
Jha Miffiturs'Vsji&Uaxt, Sumner, Hdl- 
well, M‘ Gwire, Batfon, Vcrelfli 
Smyth, and Smith. 1 

•• T N Order to determine upon the ex_ 
pedienfy of conjplymg with the 
application of the Committee of Aa- 
/ongs, for a fuffiaenl advance of money, 
to compleat the inveftmeht intended this 
year, the Board think it neceflaiy to en- 
quire mto the prefent ftatc of the ttca- 
fmyj and the further fupphes that we 

have 
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have to depend on, fuppoling none to 
come from Europe by the fliips of this 
feafon ; and to fet againft tliem firii, die 
indifpenfable demands for the current 
charges of the Prefidency, as the pay of 
die troops, the marine charges, the for- 
tifications and repairs, &c. 

Accordingly, the following cal- 
culation is now framed to include a 
whole year, commencing the ifi: of Au- 
gufi; 1760, and ending the 3ifi: of July 
1761. 

Rupees^ 

Remaining diis day in thei 
treafury j 


1,00,000 


To 


^ The amount -of this calculation is 37,50,000 
rupees, to which we may add twelve lacks for the 
yearly amount of the lack of rupees per month, 
which the Nabob had ftipulated to be paid for the 
field expences of our troops. The whole fum will 
he 49,50,000 ; of which it is to be obferved, that 
thirty-feven lacks weie to be paid by the Nabob, 
and therefore could by no means be depended on. 
The remainder is only 12, '50, 000 rupees, a fum 
very mfufficient for defraying even the current eX- 
peaces of the fettlement. 
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Rupees 

To be received from the Na- 1 

bob the full amount ofliis?25'°°»°°'^ 
debt, about J 


8 , 00,000 


Tobe received from theCom-') 
pany s lands 

tand and fca cuftoms 1,50,000 

( ( I ‘ > 

In fries- in the import ware-'j 2,00,000 
houfr, and bdle of ex-|- 
change on Europe 


37,50,000 


Of Tvhich It may bexomputed, that 
eighteen lacks of rupees -mil be required 
for the mdifpcnfrblechargesof the troops, 
fortifications. Sec for twelve months, 
from the ill of Auguft 1760, to the 31ft 
of July 1761 And the Prefident re- 
prefents to the Board, that the want of 
money upon the coall began to be very 
preffing before he left it , fo that theite 
feems to be an ablblnte and immediate 

neceflity for fendmg at Jcall ten lacks__to_ 

JMadras, 
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JMadras, otherwi.fe the yaft fums already 
dilburfed there, and all the advantages 
thereby acquired over the enemy, will be 
loft, a crifis too, when there is a great 
probability of purfuing the blow with fuc- 
cefs to the utmoft accomplifliment of our 
wifhes, by the reduction of Pondicherry. 

These ten lacks for Madras, muft tliere- 
fore be made up out of the iirft money 
than can be got together, whether by loan 
or by the Nabob’s tuncaws and affign- 
mehts. There will yet remain ten lacks 
out of the foregoing computation, which 
. will ferve to begin upon an inveftment 
next year, if' no other more urgent oc- 
cafion fliould demand a fupply from it. 

But for the prefent year, it is abfo- 
lutely impoffible, unlefs our honorable 
mafters diould, contrary to their laft 
mentioned intentions, fend us a fupply 
on the expedled ftiips. Upon the whole, 
it is the unanimous opinion of the board, 
that it will be moft for the Company’s 
intereft, in this cafe of neceffity, to ftop 
any further advances on account of tliis 
, year’s inveftment.” 

VoL. L G Copy 
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Qofy of d hotter from Afr'^'Sykes to Mr 
'Vanfittart. 'Dated CoH3inbnzar,Sep- 
tfqjbfr i6, ' 1^60' ' di <>v \ 

' l«j In I laur ) 

T Now enclofc you two letters from 

A the Nabob! 'ofa'^'pcfuial of which 
you will find I have’not'’bien fuccelT- 
ful in my applicatiob to'bini'for the fou- 
gedarree of Chittagong’ and Snhet' ’He 
has acqiiamtid me5uft' now with the ri- 
fult of his confultation yeftcfday'wifh his 
tomifters, whicll is a'dJwnnght rcfiilal, 
alledgmg, that fbeCi’ two’ provinces 'he 
has afligned for the 'mamlenhnce ’i)f 
two of his fons, and MonildU afts a» 
their Dewan I informed him, that you 
did not mean, that our havmg' theft' two 
countnes fhould be any loft t6 him m 
hiE revenues/ as we would pay the fame 
as the preftnt poffcffor does j yethe ftems 
to thmk, that if we have once a fa&)ry 
at Chittagong, his people will be 'great- 
ly controuled in the tranlaifhons m thoft 
parts ’ ' '' 
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bronelit about, by Colonel Cbve, fo have 
befen oblieea to encrrafc out force ,to 

,j ,11 iv. Dra 'i-ui 

fupport that mflaciic<^ ,Wc bave^npw 
•more than^thouSiiclEutppcans'and’five 
thotifand fceM^'^wkicll] t^tUJhJ^n- 
tingent expences of an aiTiw, is far more 
thin the revenues 'allotie3 jot {heir mam- 

I „) ihHicUfi If fjMnyj >11. 

tenance. T.ms denaent^ was not^^fo 

much attended fo wliilll tile imrhehfe 

fums fbpulatcd by' the 'treaty^ were 

coming m, but thefc'refources bemg 

now qmte exhauftetf, ani ncPruppliM of 
^ „ siiao aw Yn..! '- 

money commg trom liurojie^^jit b^omes 

ammediately neceffary to fccur^'VoVthc 

Company fuch an. income as will bear 

*1. ^ ' r X.'" " ’'“'Vi 

them clear or charecs, and,bnne mfbe- 
iid« a fupply for the emergencies of their 
other Icttlcrncnts, and Ibr providing 
cargoes for loading home theirihips 

^firA-quckion then natural- 

,i tifi % f > 7 j jn in / 

ly occurs is this ^ 

W HETB'ER that gr^t force is wanted ? 
T^hAt a iefs force would Secure' the 
fettlement of 'port ^Wilham, with its 
former bounds again/l any| thing th^t as 
now m the country, is'pot to be doubt- 
ed ( 
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ed j but it is as certain, that nothing but 
that influence and weight, which wc 
maintain by the largenefs of 0111 foice, 
can pofhbly prevent the well known dc- 
figns of die two principal Euiopean 
powers, who have long fliared with us 
the benefits of the trade of this coun- 
try ; and to this wc may add, that the 
nearer we approach to a peace in Europe,, 
die nearer we are to our danger here. 

These confiderations having their due 
weight, we believe few will difpute the 
necefiity of keeping up our prefent force, 
perhaps augmenting it. This granted, 
it follows, diat means muft be found 
within ourfelves of fupporting the ex- 
pence 'y and diefe means can be no other, 
J:han ^ proportionable fiiare of the reve- 
nues of the’ country. By the treaty made 
with the prefent Nabob, he is obliged, 
as often as it may be requifite for our 
troops to take the field, to furnifii a lack 
of rupees a month for their expence ; 
but the jincer±ainty„o£ this-payment 
has been too long experienced to be any 
more depended on ^ nor indeed, is it by 
' G 3 any 
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any means ftjfEci^nt to anfwer the pur- 
pofe, fuppofijig the pajrments regularly 
made It muft therefore be propofed to 
the Nabob, to affign to the Company a 
much larger income, and to allign it m 
fuch a full and ample manner, by givmg 
to the Company the foie nght of fuch dif- 
tnds, as lay moft convement for our 
management, that we may no longer be 
fubjed to the mconvemenaes we expe^ 
nenced from the late tnneaws, being or- 
ders only on a eertam part of the reve- 
nues From the experienced weakneii 
and unfteadmefs of the Nabob himfelf, 
and the nature of thofe dependents, who 
now oppofc every encrcafe of our power, 
as their own wdl be proportionably lef- 
fened, it is to be fuppofed, that Cich at 
propofal would meet with all thcahffi- 
culties that could pollibly be thrown in 
our way Notwithftanding theft diffi- 
culties, we will fuppofe, that we ffiould 
have weight enough to overrule his coun- 
fcUors, and obtam his confent, we then 
juft keep our prefent footing j we have 
a fund for paymg our troops, and' thoft 

troops 
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trDops inuft be employed in the fervice 
of the Nabob ; and this fervice the fame 
as for thefe two jears paft, in oppofing 
the Shahzada, whofe defigns on thefe 
provinces, it is almoft certain, will ftiU 
be purfued. 

From the experience of thefe two years 
it is pretty clear that ourtr6ops,tho’vi6:o- 
,rions in the field, yet cannot by their fuccefs 
put an end to the troubltis. The famecaufe 
which has prevented it before drill exifirs ; 
the nature of th'ofe. people,' in alliance 
with whom’ we are to ad:, who will not 
purfue the advantages we gain ; and we 
not having the m^ans in our power, for 
want of a body of cavalry under our 
command. Thus the war may be pro- 
f raded for years to come ; and every year 
the Nabob’s circumfirances are worfe and 
worfe, thro’ an increafe of expence, an'd 
loTs of revenues, not only by tlie devaf- 
tations which th6 en'emy may make, but 
by the continual defedion^ of fome of 
his own Rajahs and dependents ^ many 
in’ the courfe of the tw6’ lafi: y6ars have 
declared themfelves ; and that others are 
< , - G 4 ripe 
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npe, for idomg theoiiiBic os-mot tof bd" 
douTited, pdrticUlarlyitliCiRajalipf Bcer-{ 
boom, m-a letterd* ibe-Gbvcnior latdyo 
received £x)m/hiDu (haijfpokechis fentr-i 
ments veryufreel3^ Theoptovincc ofi 
Patna is already foimuchirtduced hf thei 
two campaigns, >,as litosbe /incapable! of/ 
affording fiibfiilance 1 to th,e pnnfcejanyj 
longer, wbo muftialvyays findHoni the} 
Ipot tbe means of ,carryingr<inH the waf^q 
havmg no rcfources withm himfelf j' andy 
who coofeqncntly muff, ithroi(ntceffity,q 
attempt next yearitO/penetrattf fiirthe*! 
into Bengali and in thiSihei/wiU inoi 
doubt be , encouraged, j | by, ^the, fuccefa ^ 
Wjhich attended hisjaft years incurfion . 
as far aSi^urdjWan , ij, h ,i i n 

16 t^jeforC|.ncit to be conlidered,7 
whether it is beff for the mtereft of thcq 
NAob jtg pprft}c,fthe,prcfent meafures, 
by^contmiupgito pppofcj the-Shahzada,l 
or tOjfuppogjhipij^j^hi^ pretenfions !to r 
the|Crowa ,of,,Dflly j^iThefltiyo parties! 
Ihll fubCft,^brtw<^,\5rhom the throne /o 
give, a King;, 

^ A copy of til* ItttCT;U fulgomtd. Page 92. 

to 
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independently! of, huil^^lasj may pyefrn^e 
the advice and ftvay|6f HiS/Crcaturca anef 
minillcrs -ij u i m hi-n nr’’ t j,t r pc, 

Tai onlbrtnnate daatt of theyoiing 
Nabob, having rcrtaled'a ntiiiiber ofrfe- 
parate mtef efts, which if islrmpolBble to 
conciliate to rthe latlsfaifhon of all, rand 
thereby gives the faifeft oppOftbmty-to 
any other Enropeani power, ctOtgami-a 
party to fnpport them m their defigns of 
eftabhfltmg ta inflaefiCe here, ^ is an irtr- 
daCtment to make us follow ifriChcStilyf- 
tem, as will pat this moft otif of itbeir 

poWCTr * ' ’ j { 

Tnfi ffntre of mflriOned we howien^ 

I 30y m thefr provinces, 'hoWevrir greatun 
appairance, docs not csTry with it i thole 
real'fkdvantages, and weighty eficits', 
which I are neceflary not to leave that 
power m ’danger of being dilpotfal, and 
of faibng us at a*-tiilie -when -We- moft 
want It , and nothing is rhOrC probable, 
than ' that That penod will bappen- dfi a 
peace To prevent the evil conferJuenceS 
of this, there feems now to offer fudh an 
opportumty of fctuimg to ourfelvcs all 

that 
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Instadminiftfntion fofi3riftf>{fonlidefSbljf, 
^md to have ifubh'/aifliirerafoji!6wfcrdid- 
ivefted-inJtheJCtAdpanyj.iasiiWll enable 
than ' to pieventitheibad cDnTcqiicnces’of 
fo imany contcndiilg^ interclls 5"'' vWll ef- 
fcfhially put a ftop'totthattiliffi|>5tion-'of 
revenues, -whichihaslteduceifthe Nibdb 
to his prefent diftreflcd conditionr'>vthi<3i 
revenue, if properly apphedjfwonldledvfc 
nather him, nor UB,iany3thingfi6‘fB&- 
from the defigns^ofiany enemy }''and 'eft 
fe&ually fecnre to''n8-fnch''a'ifund,-’fas 
would anfwer all our prefent ‘preffing eii 
jgenaes j and m tune, ' prtrve an ihcfeafe 
of honor and advantage toffhc'Nation, 
and the Company 

1 ), ) - 1 1 

The. TriJidmC ‘lays before the Committee 
she foUowmg Letter, •wbicb be latify re- 
\icerved from the Rajah of Bccrboomi'*' 

I 1 j 1 1 u 

“/ jj '^ElANKS jbe given tojthc Al- 
A mighty, at this happy tune j I 
hat c received your moll kmd letter, ac- 
quaintmgime of^onrappomtment to tht 
adminiRration of the aMus of the Com- 
pany. 
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pany,- and your fafe ^ arrival * in Calcutta. 
Jt hasiilled my heart witli a joy too great 
for ex|)refiion, ajid I have offered up my 
praifes. ta God for it. 1 May the Almigh- 
ty beftow on you 'a daily encreafe of ho- 
nor, ^nd incline you-to favor your well- 
,wiflier. Thisiis the ftate of my affairs. 
By, the countenance of you, gentlemen, 
my Zemindairee had begun to put on a 
fiourifliing appearance 5 but lately, fmce 
I have been deprived of that advantage, 
the magiflratc of the country who 
has rebelled again ft his fovereign, afflidis 
every man of worth and honor with infults 
and indignities, from v/Iiich the ftridt- 
eft obedience is no fecurity. By the com- 
mands of the Lord of the nniverfe, I 
have -put myfelf in readinefs, you are a 
wife and conftderate man. The princi- 
ples of your religion ordain, that every 
man ftiould be put in poffeftion of his 
right ; and by your cuftoms too, the 
King, is entitled to obedience. Thefe 

confiderations added to the long friend- 
fliip I have had for your country, per- 


The Nabob. 


fuade 
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fuadc me, that youwiU engage innocaufe 
that ihall oppofc ,that ofi Shah Aalum , 
ifinccjyour mclmations-and mine arc al- 
ways the lame,; I hope, from the counte- 
nance ofi your favor, to be always made 
happy by the news ofi your welfare, and 
that yon will take care of me i 

ExtraB of tbe^ Proceedings of Scledt 
Committee, belJ at Calcutta, tbe i ^tb 
of Sept. 1760 Prefent Mef Vanfit- 
tart, Caillaud, Sumner, Holwdl, and 
M'Gwtre 


“ great objeSs of onr dehbe- 

ration are, firft, the fecnnng a 
fund of money for the prefent and fu- 
ture cngennes of this fettlement, as well 
tas the other two prcfidcncies, no money 
) bemg cxpeded from Europe , and, fe- 
I condly, the putting an end to thcdillur- 
jhanccs fomented and kept up by the 
Shahzada m levcral parts of thefc pro- 
vmces, that the whole may be united 
I -under the Nabob, and he put under the 
more immediate influence, of the Cortl^ 
j puny, whofe force is his chief fUpport 

and 
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and dependance, by this means enabling 
us to join a large body of country troops 
to our own, to oppofc any attempts of 
European or country pbweis. 

The queftion to be confidercd is. 
Whether we can beft arrive at thefe ends 
by following the prefent fyftem of op- 
I pofing the Shahzada, or by propofing to 
5 him an alliance with the Englifli, and 
; the affijftance of part of our forces to pro- 
ceed with him to Delly, and fupport him 
in his pretenhons to the throne. 

The difficulties on both hdes hav- 
ing been confidered, rcfolved unanimouf- 
^ ly, that the entering into an alliance with 
' the Shalizada, is a neceflary and expedient 
meafure. The Prelident is accordingly 
' delired to prefs Coffim Allee Cawn on the 
fubje(^ of our expenees, and our great 
diftrefs for money 5 fo as to- draw from 
him fome propofal of means for remov- 
ing thofe difficulties, by which poffibly 
we may' be able to form a judgment, 
whether he might not be brought to 
join in this negotiation, and m procur- 
ing' the Nabob’s confent,” 


'ExtraB 
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'ExtraB of the Proceedings of a Sclefl: 
Committee, held at Calcutta the l (stb of 
Sept 1760 Prefent Mef Vanfittart, 
CaiUaud, Sumner, Holwell, and 
M'Gwire 

“ H E Prcfident acquaints the 
A Committee, that m a long con- 
verfation he had laft mght with Coffim 
Alice Cawn, he had an opportumty 
of making fomc progrefs towards the 
difcovenes requilite for carrymg on 
the negooation propofed yefterday j and 
that without lettmg him know any 
thmg of our dclign, he had led him 
to make fuch declarations of his de- 
lire to have the rule over thf Nabob, 
and the general management of the af- 
fiirs of the pfovmcc, as amount almoll 
to a proof of his readmefs to a 6 t the part 
mtended for him After tcllmg him 
much of our regard, and of our opmion 
of him, as the fitteft pcrfon for con- 
duflang the great affairs of the Ben- 
gal government, I began to make him 
ftrong reprefentaUons on the fubjeft of 

the 
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the Company’s cxpenccs, that the im- 
mediate charges of the army, far exceed- 
ed the fum affigned for that purpofe 
which fum was not regularly paid, there 
being now three or four months arrears j 
thatbelides this, he could not but be fen- 
lible how much the Company gave up 
in other parts, for the fecurity of Ben- 
gal, withdrawing their forces from the 
Deccan and Madras, and fending con- 
tinually frcfli fupplies from Europe. I 
reprefented to him further, the great 
lofs the Company had fuffered by the 
long continuance of the prefent war with 
the Shalizada, and how much it was to 
be wiflied, that an end could be put to 
it, fo as to enable the Nabob to reduce 
his expences, and colledl his full reve- 
nues, of which a great part is now loll 
by the ravage of the enemy, particu- 
larly the whole produce of the Patna 
province, 

^ At this period the Company’s military and o- 
ther charges in Bengal amounted, at theloweft cal- 
culation, to upwards of 200,000 1. per annum') and 
their nett revenue did not exceed 80,000 I. 

VoL. I. H 


In 
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In anfwer to this C ofEm A lice Cawn. 
replied, that he has it not at prefent m 
his^wer to provide in a proper manner 
for the fflpply of the Company, that if 
■we could undertake to give him the ge- 
neral management of the country, by 
taking it out of the hands of thofc who 
arc nowcntmfted with it by the Nabob, 
he would then make fuch alEgnmcnts 
m favor of the Company, as fhould be 
perfefljy to our latisfaflion At the fame 
time he mfinuated, that this would un- 
doubtedly meet with oppoiition at Moor- 
fliedabad, and at firft prove veiy difi- 
grccable to the Nabob himfelf, for which 
rcafon it would be quite necclTaiy to have 
a force at hand to fupport him, by which, 
being enabled to over-rule the prefent 
evil counfellors of the Nabob, he could 
anfwer for brmging the Nabob himfelf 
into fuch terms as Ihould be agreed on 
here 

The fcafon was now begun, when our 
forces were to take the field againft a 
powerful enemy, whilft we had fcarcc a 
rupee in our treafury to enable us to put 

them 
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them in motion. The cafy channel, in 
which the Company’s affairs ran, whilft 
the fums llipulated by the treaty laffed, 
had diverted their attention from the 
diRrcffcs which muff unavoidably fall 
on them, whenever that fund fliould be 
exhauffed’; and continuing to adlon the 
fame extenfive plan in which they fet 
out, they now found themfelves furround- 
ed by numberlefs difficulties, which were 
heightened by die particular circum- 
ftances of the countr)’’ at this period, and 
iveighed down with the very advantages 
which they had acquired, that is, an 
eftabliffiment which had loft the foun- 
dation on which It was built ; a milita- 
r}'’ force proportioned to their connec- 
tions and influence in the country, with- 
out the means of fubflftance ; a fortiflea- 
tion begun upon the fame extenflve plan 
at a vaft expence and an alliance with a 
power unable to fupport itfelf, and 
threatening to involve them in the fame 
ruin. 

Had the Nabob’s indolence and 
weaknefs been the only faults in his 

H 2 charac- 
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charafter, deftniaivc as they were to 
the welfare of the country, and the in- 
tereft of the Company, I Ihould have 
felt more feverely the neceffity I was 
under of entering mto any meafurcs, 
that might have a tendency to dtffolvc the 
engagements between him and the Com- 
pany , but when I found a general 
nffeftion againft his government, and a 
detellation of his perfon and principles 
prevail m the country, amongft all ranks 
and degrees of people, not only from the 
effeiis of the extortions and oppreffions 
bf his miniflers, but from the many 
murders with which his Ihort adramif- 
tration had been fulhed, clpccially the 
homd maflacre perpetrated by his order 
at Dacca, and at this time recent m 
e^^^nimd, I confeft, I had the left 
reluQance tojom in fuchmeafures i fince, 
if the Nabob s jealouly or diftruft of us 
Ihould fo far prevad, as to make him 
rather part with his government, than 
put mto our hands the means of reme- 
djung the diforders which had been m- 
troduced into it, the confequence would 

prove 
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affairs be tranfafted in bis name, and a 
fuitablc income fliall be aUpwed for his 
eipences 

Secqnp, The *Neabut of the Sou- 
hadarrec of Bengal, Azimabadj and O- 
pffa, &c, lhall be conferred by his Ex- 
cellency the Nabob on Mcer Mahomed 
Coflim Cawn He lhall be vefted with 
the admimffration of all the affairs of the 
provinces, and after his Excellency he 
{hall fucceed to the government 

Third, Betwixt us and MeerMaho- 
tned Coffim Cawn, a firm fhendlhip and 
umon is eftablilhed His enemies are 
our enemies, and his friends are our 
friends 

Fourth, The Europeans and fce- 
poys of the Enghfh army fliall be ready 
to afllft the Nabob Mcer Mahomed Cof- 
fim Cawn m the management of all af- 
fairs, and m all afiiurs dependent on him, 
they fliall exert themfelves to the utmpft 
of their abihties 

Fifth, For all charges of the Com- 
pany, and of the faid army, and pron- 
• Deputy govemiBcnt 


fiont 
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Ninth, We will gi^e no prote&on 
to the dependants of the Sircar, in the 
lands or fadoncs of the Company, nei- 
ther fhall any proteiSion be given to the 
dependants of the Company, in the lands 
of the Sircars and whoever fhall fly to 
either party for refuge fhall be given up 
Tenth, The meafures for war or 
peace with the Shahzada, and raifing 
fupphes of money, and the concluding 
both thefe points, (hall be weighed in 
the fcale of rcafon, and whatever is judg- 
ed expedient fhall be put in execution , 
and It fhall be fo contrived by our jomt 
counfels, that he be removed from this 
country, nor fuflered to get any footing 
in It Whether there be peace with the 
Shahzada or not, our agreement with 
Mcer Mahomed Coflim Cawn, we will, 
by the grace of God, mviolably obferve, 
as long as the Englifh Company s fafto- 
nes continue m the country 

Dated the 27 th of September, 1760, 
m the year of the Hegira, 1 1 74 
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Tiop Letters from Mr Ellis to Mr 
Vanfittart — Mr Vanfittart returns to 
Calcutta, and reports bis Proceedings to 
ibe Counal — Mef VercUl and Smythe 
otyeS to tbe Proceedings — Mr Vanfit- 
tart s Reply to. tbetr ObjeStons — Mr 
Vanfittart t Memorial concerning tbe 
Revolution 

M EER COS&IM fetoutforMcwr- 
flicdabad, a day or two after the 
execution of the treaty, and the Com- 
mittee having defired^jne^ and Colonel 
Calllaud to follow him, as bemg the 
moft likely way of bringing the Nabob 
into our mcafures We accordmgly 
fet out the^dLofOdlober, having receiv- 
ed from the SeleiS Committee our m- 
llru&ons, as follows 

bopy of tbe Selefl Committee s Injiruc- 
tions to Mr Vanfittart and Colonel 
CaiUaud 

“AS fome days have already elapfcd 
fincethcPrefidcnt, atthcdefireof 
theCommittee.wrotetoMr Amyattofthc 

intend- 
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intended negotiation with the Shahzada; 
and as one copy of Roydoolub’s letter to 
the prince has been fonvafded by his own 
people, we may expcdt, that within fifteen 
or twenty days fiom this time, fomething 
of it will tranfpire, and the report fpread 
to Moorfliedabad. It is not to be doubt- 
ed, but that the Nabob will be extreme- 
ly alarmed at the lirfl news of it, and 
tliat thofe ^vho now rule him, will ufe 
tlieir influence to encreafe his fears and 
fufpicions, and to make him as averfe as 
poflible to acquiefee in the meafures 
we propofe to adopt, and to which Cof- 
fim Alice Cawn has acceded. It will be 
neceffary to have perfons commiflioned 
with full powers fiom hence, and that 
they be fuch, as will have weight enough 
on the one part to keep Coffim Al- 
ice Cawn firm to the agreements he has 
entered into 5 and, on the other, to fup- 
, port him fo fliiongly, as to enable him 
to over-rule the Nabob, and all his pre- 
fen t advifers. 

This entire confidence we place in 
you, impowering you to a6t according 

to 
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to your own difcretion m all circum- 
llances that may occur j and the better 
to enable you to accomplilh our mten- 
tions, and prevent any difturbance, we 
have thought proper to^njake-A-dcUch- 
unent of -two^omptet companies of 
mihtary, a Company of” artillery, with 
four pieces of cannon, and captam Tab- 
by s battalion of fccpoys, who arc to aft 
under your orders This jietachment is 
jeprefeuted to the Nabob, as defigned 
to reinforce the army at Patna, bnt it is 
not our intention that they fhall proceed 
further than Coflimbuzar, unlefs the ap- 
proach of the Beerboom, or other difaf- 
fefted Rajahs or Zemindars, fliould make 
It neceflary to fend them out to oppole 
them 

I F the affairs of Patna fliould not ab- 
folutely require the Colonel s immediate- 
ly procccdmg there, we would have him 
! rcmam at Moorihedabad, till this affair 
fhall be fettled there, and the govern- 
ment put under the regulation propofcd , 
in which cafe you will pleafc to forward 
to Mr Amptt, the general inffruftions 

of 
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to your own diicretion in all circom- 
Ihnces that may occur, and the better 
to enable you to accomplilb our mten- 
tions, and prevent any ^dillurbance, wc 
have thought pjppcr to^ake^a-detach- 
_ment of twa_^pmp^t corapamcE of 
mihtary, a Company of artillery, with 
four pieces of carmon, and captam Tab- 
by s battahon of Icepoys, who are to aft 
under your orders This . detachment is 
reprefented to the Nabob, as defigned 
to reinforce the army at Patna, but it is 
not our mtention that they fliall proceed 
further than Cofllmbuzar, unlefs the ap- 
proach of the Beerboom, or other dilaf- 
fefted Rajahs or Zenundars, fhould make 
It neceflary to (end them out to oppole 
them 

I F the affairs of Patna (hould not ab- 
folutcly require the Colonel a immediate- 
ly proceeding there, we would have him 
remain at Moorihedabad, tdl this allair 
fliall be fettled there, and the govern- 
ment put under the regulation propofed , 
m which cafe yon will pleafe to forward 
to Mr Amyatt, the general inltruftions 

of 
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fo that I had great hopes he would have 
toofented to our ptopolals, And it 'Was ih 
that mind I wrote the Coffttmttet the 
following letter 

Copy cf a Letter from Mr Vanfittart to 
the Seled Committee Latid CoCi 
fimbuzati Odober 15, 1760 

" T Came here by eafy ftagts, m ordit 
•I- to give tmleforCodhnAllcc CaWn, 
as well as the detachment, to arrive be- 
fore me Yeftetday evening I reached 
this place, and this^morfiifig the Nabob 
did me the honor of a vifit After the 
firll cercmomes, he dcCred a pnvate 
cdnvcrtation, which he opened, by re- 
prelentmg the dangerous Ctuation of af- 
fairs at Patna, and defired the Coldnel 
might be fenf back With all pbffiblc ci!-’' 
pcdition 'i'hiS gave me the opportum- 
ly of piftunng to him the general weak 
condition of his government, occafiod- 
ed not lb much by the want of means m 
the country, as by the abufe and evil ad- 
mmiftration of thofe to whom he had 
cntrullcd the management, that the Co- 
lonel 8 
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wilh, to get it done without exerting an j 
force 

P iS Inclosed is a letter from Mr 
Amyatt Troubles moll be expefted at 
Patna, untd means are found of paymg 
fbme money to the Nabob s troops The 
Nabob 6 not wntmg himfelf after repeat- 
edly prelEng us to do it was very extra- 
ordmaiy , however, I am not forry at this 
time to have fo ftnkmg an inftance to 
urge of the weakneft and unfteadineli 
of his prefent government 

‘tbe foUovmig ti an ExtraS of Mr A- 
myatt i Letter here mentioned Patn^ 
Oftober 4, 1760 

Gentlemen, 

" /"T^HE Nabob has not wrote to Ra- 
JL jebullub,andbywhat Mr Sykes 
wntestomc.hewdlnottillhehas feenCo- 
lonel Cadlaud 1 but notwithftandingthis, 
RajebuUub is very willing and glad to go 
to Mtxirfhedabad, and wanted to fet out 
immediately, the army hearing this, 
furrounded his houfe, abufed, and ufed 

him 
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Nabob’ 


bob himrelrW'oiitfliAvc J^enunke'r 

of ttei'^dilbryeri of iiii gOVem* 
mcnt, and tbi Lcertooulhcfs ol^ )ns uti* 


paid ttoops, thi EdgLih a't’'Pat-‘ 
na vV'obld have^becn 
tbtir payj and'tbejjrbvinces'/ili JH pro- 
bability, hai>e becBdie an ia]^ cSli^klPio 
/ the Shah5:ada',’Ar wbat^AasWf'ifefS:! 
EaV<t be6n rat^agcd by his !6lli?nin9,'^Snd 
the dIfaffeSrd 2Jeihjiid&'*'^’t^nd^ fijt 
add, that the Colhpkny'^fii'lnflf^haye^eeh 
involi^ in thil rmii''^'T^i5e 

were the welgiity donlideAtrohy -Shiih 
fixed my rcfolufaon, ah3 i thodghP*! 
tobld not do xjthetVdc, thiS try thc’fif- 
feS: of the fotti I llad ih'rhy^ hfindfe 
The fnccefs of thiS rifoluhon-’t^as'ini- 


inidiateiy to thfc 'SyeOfCoHl- 

iniltce, in a letter frOni myftlf hri^ Col6- 
hel Cafllaiid, dated ihfe ilft 6f O^itobfif , 
and os all the'xarctimlbuiccs'of thi trdhT- 


tfftion are' Ihcte plainly ahd fully rel4tc3, 
1 hete infert a'copy, as 'fhe ihoft faithfiil 
accdiJnt that tab he givtn of it oinsv 

C<^ 
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tranflations arc* hereunto (annexed, under 
No 'I; n,) and ni’Jh- ‘nj\ ([ i ! 

• 'The Nabob fcemedimuchafiedted by 
the pefufal'of (theilettcrs, but endeavor^ 
ed diorc to piit an'tnd'to the conference, 
than to propofe' a remedy tbi the evils 
We, however/I prevailed on hiin^to fend 
for his dinner to'Muradbang.iahd, m a 
manner, inlillcH on his coming th>fomc 
determination, for the immediate reform 
of his government at length! ie con- 
fefled himfclf, through age and gnefljn- 
capable alone of ftrugghng agajnft fo ma- 
jiy difficulties, and defired he might have 
■time to confult with his friends ’ ! ' 

W E told him, the men with whom he 
had lately advifcd were not hisifricnds, 
hut his greatell: enemies , that his betum- 
mg again im the midll of them,'WOuld 
only be the means of augmcntiigihis 
difficulties that he had liiuch j better 
tike the affiftance of i one from amfang 
his relations, on whole attachment and 
fidelity he mightimorc fafely rely j He 
named five or IL., and among them Cof- 
fim Alice Cawn j 'Wc alked hiln, which 

of 

• See page 125, 
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of that number was moft fit to affift him 
in his prefent exigencies ? He replied, 
without any hefitation,- that Coflim Al- 
ice Cawn was tlie imofl proper ; never- 
thelefs, it was witli the utmofi; difficul- 
ty wcfcould prevail on him to fend for 
him, and fowery late,, /that before Cof- 
fim Alice Cawn ' could arrive, the old 
Nabob was fo extremely fatigued, and 
in fuch^a.'flate.of anxiety, that we could 
not refufe, his return home to take his 
reft we were convinced, that it would 
be to no' purpofe to keep him, for fucli 
was the jealoufy he difcovered, v/ith re- 
gard to Coffim Allee Cawn, tliat we faw 
he never would confent, without fome 
fort of force, to give the other the means 
for reftoring order to his affairs y an hour 
or two after the Nabob’s departure, Cof- 
iim Alice Cawn arrived, j and feemed to 
be extremely apprehenfive, that the Na- 
bob, inftead of trufhing him with the 
management of his affairs, would endea- 
vor by fome means or other to get rid 
'of him. We agreed, .therefore, in opi- 
nion with him, that he fhould not go to 

I 3 the 



tt'e tef 

ti^h^ ’r^'i'^lli^" f^G^ty ^wt ^"<&-<av<53il 
li^6(44Tt8giv^4fi4'NS6?>B tES'hett'flay 
(tlift’l 9 tJi)'tolifflea flfSSK'tiii^lt'ttfers 
fori-faumtitfeai/ite'hopei, tfiafbli?'vf^oUia 
^^pbfc fottie ffliiis bF'r^\i}ati5rf^nO(^j' 
heard iiotliin^^fitlffiTuA''^'*‘fl4^, •’tiuf 
found, hy 6Ut'fnfeTlig<^de;i:thae«e2haa 
btia in bduntil^WathTiiS^'bldl^adplfefi 
fc<)onrain,'MonelbV anfl^Ch^lSotV^Goft 
adViti ^ Vritt fii^i liddld BiTfehfJ&ry W 
thri welfert ty'tiJtidfirf 
tod ihat of Ike 'CoiAp&iJ'fi''']iam^ai* 
We'deteikiin'edl'thcrtfdtt!,' ^8a3:*£mEnfei 
Sillel/ kpbn' fhc'NahoVj’lSrt jd'thttfl 
totfld ndt'he a Better tSkpofWiiiQfFlJiaa 
ikt m^t'of aOTfdeflP'lt^bimg 

the cOncluGon of^fcQentbd^eatt, V?htii 
nil thfe'jintifipil of Uiai cail, 'wbuld 

be '9'tttty "ivili’ fth^ed ^th *thfcir tefe- 
tftOnieS Wt’detcPdunett, theibfere.'that 
Colonel Caillaim,' vlith fw6^botepanies 
of liiilikry, 40^'^ toiftpanitfbf retpoy^, 
Ihbuld crofe'thfe lU^elr bitv^etttlthret aud 
I foul in the feottung '■hnd faSvihg jiined 
* Co&m AUet Catfrn andhis people, march 

’ - IT -to 
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to the Nabob’s palace, and furround it 
Juft at: day break. Being extremely de- 
li rous to prevent any diftprbance or blood- 
flied, the Governor yvrote a letter to 
the Nabob ^ , and delivered it to the 
Colonel to r fend into him, at fpph time 
as he ftiould think moft expedient. Mea-> 
fures were at die fame time taken for 
fei^ing the perfons of Koonram, Mone ‘ 
lolj^and Checon, our intention being 
only to remove .thofe three unwortliy mi- 
nifters, and place Coffim Alice Cawn in 
die full , management of all the affairs, 
in quality of depu^y and fucceffor to the 
Nabob. The governor remained at Mu- 
radbaugjin readinefs to pay a vifit of con- 
gratulation to the Durbar, as foon as the 
point fhould be fettled. , 

. The neceffary preparations being 
cordingly made, with .all the care and fe- 
crecy imaginable, the Colpnel embark- 
ed with the troops, joined Coftim Alice 
Cawn without the leaft alarm, and march- 
ed into the court-yard of the palace juft 
' at the propey inftajit.. The gates pf die 

,14 inner 

q^he tranflation of which is annexed, No. IV. 
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inner court beip^fliut, thei Colonel fortB-i 
ed JuS( mcni(^tlioutJi[andficnt tlii Go-i 
Tcmors letter, ito jhc , Nabob, who wtoi 
dt £rft uVjdgreatrage.sand long threat- 
ened he ,W9nld/makc/.ffhat jeiillance hc) 
could, and takc,,l\is fate , iThe Colonelj 
forbore all hofhhtics,j-and fcv'cral mef-, 
lages paft by the^ means of Mr^ iHaft- 1 
mgs, and I Mr Lufhmgton^ [(tyhole, fer-'i 
vices, on this occalion, defecyc notice. 
The affair remamed m this idoubtful ftatb j 
about two hoars, when ^^the , Nabob, 
finding his perfiftmg wasjto (noipurpofe, 
fent ajneffageto Coflim Allee Cawn,an- 
forming him, he, was ready itoffendihim 
the feals, and all the enCgns of digmty,i 
and to, order the Nobit to be firuck uplm> 
h^i name, jprovided he would agree! to 
t^c jthe, whole charge, of the govern - 1 
mentiupon him, to difcharge all the ar- 
rears due, to the troops, to pay theiufii- 
al revenues to the |l^g,,to five his’hfc 
and honor, and, to give him pn allowance 
fupcientfoyhismam^cnance , ‘Allthefc 
cond^pons^bemg agreed to, Coffim Al- 
leif^Cpwn was proclaimed, and the, old 
,, Nabob 
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lationsjinltKfc nfual ■fohntin ■tliej 5 Je->j 
fauiidars,']mefchints,£nii" 6 lhers» xcfiduig t 
indhe city? fcabSe jmiiedxatdy .laud madfr* 
their) acknowledgments I to iho mew Su?! 
bahj and In' thfeirirrtiih^j edery'thin|'waSf 
as perfeSly 'qilieifl aKifithetedwd bfcin 
no change 

-much, pleafcd with this arrpl&tioh j'ltmd 
we are partienlarly happjr mMtsJiaTingi 
been brought 'aboutiiwithDuf Ihc leaft. 
difturbance in’thc-tbwn.TCKrf Idrbpjbf 
blood Ipilt 'I ' vUr n~ hna , s-Islui i ni 
Tbb advantages tOjthcXtafapanyiftrt 
great mdeed • lih' ')> ' Elo jii r nr 
'iTHE^perwannahs of 'the conntnts of 
Btrdwan, Midnapoor^landrChittagong, 
We tfliall teceire inunedmtelyi-^as well 
as that for hilf of the Chunam produce 
ediat Silhet, '•Ai'vcry-fevere'ordcr'haS 
already bceni iflucd.i forbidding jiU tht 
duoffsTandi'mcrchanttto'rcftife the Calr 
cultaficcas, ortoalk-ahybattaontheml 
A fupply'df money will be lent, with the 
Colonc],'for thdipaymentbf thedroops 
Ef Patna'} aiid wk’harc fomc'diopes of 
bbtainitig a prefent of three of ibur'lacks 

befides, 
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to fend' down to Calcutta, tO 
heip out the Company' in tlieir prefent 
occafiohs here, and at Madras. The 
former balance is to be paid monthly, 
according to the old Nabob’s kiilbundy. 
f W E are tlie ^ more pleafed with this 

fortunate event at this time, when the 

\ 

a'pproach 'of peace in Europe, gives us 
r^eafon to fear the other European na-» 
tions will find-leifure to difturb us here. 
We {hall have now ftrongrefources with* 
in ourfelves, and an ally, whofe attach- 
ment to the Company may be depended 
On. The old Nabob could, by no means, 
be relied on for fuch an occafion. Both 
ills means, ' and defire of fupporting us, 
Were very uncertain, as his behaviour in 
the Dutch troubles evinced. ^ , , 

’ Tue old Nabob did not tliink him- 
felf fafe, even for one night, in the city. 
Coflim Allee Cawn fuppiied him with 
boatSi ^"nd gave him leave to take away 
as many of his women, as he defired, 
and a reafonable quantity of cloaths and 
jewels. We fumiflied him whh a ftrong 
efcort of_ Europeans and feepoys, and 
, intended 
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ihtendedtfo lodge hipi'^Heerageelf, ibQt 
he would not truft/diimfclfcthere, and 
ihbgged he nught flefpM'IhrsIboats dole 
)to iMuradbaug.'iwhich Jico didiaocord- 
ringly > iWc IhallTtakc care'thaC Coflim 
Alice CawA frpndesItveiylJthing thitis 
convenient and' hafldfdme, iFor-ihimfelf 
and his wotnen, and fctUSs lipon hinil 
a fuffiaent allowance for hls Imdinte- 
nance, and then dilpitchiTiilnt with !a 
llrong efcort to Calcutta.^et'Yont'wiii 
pleafe to provide two houfes^for his re- 
ception j there are two' belonging to 
Sobiram Byfanc, and Raulbeiy Seet, 
which the Royroyan occupied when he 
was at Calcutta , if thefe can be got, we 
judge they will anfwcr very'well 

His legitimate wife, called the Be- 
gum, the mother of the deceafed Chufa 
Nabob, and of Coflim AlleeCawn’swifc, 
refiifed to accompany the old Nabob, 
■with whom, flie fays, Ihe has not been 
in good harmony for a long time pail, 
that ihe is very glad the govemmenf is 
put into fuch good hands, and that flic 
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flinll live much happier with her daugh- 
ter and fon-in-law. 

Thu old Nabob is now pretty eafy, 
and feems to be reconciled to the lofs of 
a power, which he owns to have been 
rather a burthen than a pleafure, and too 
much for his abilities to manage, fince 
the death of his fon ; and the enjoy- 
ment of the reft of his days in fccurity, 
under the Englifti protcdlion, feems to 
be tlie chief objedt of his wifties.” 

No. I, '' ^ranjlaiion of an Addrefs, p e~ 
fented to the Nabob Jaffier Allee Cawn 
by the Governot\ Dated Odlober 12, 
1760, 

^ Madras, Colo- 

V V nel Clive frequently wrote to 
me upon tlie ftate of the affairs of this 
country 3 and told me, whenever he 
quitted this country to return to Europe, 
he would procure my appointment to the 

govern- 

^ Thefe letters, as well as many other of the 
letters to the country government, inferted m this 
Narrative, were written iirft in Perfian, as well for 
the- fake of difpatch, as that they might appear 

more 
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govenunen't. i_.;Thfcd&iendflup andi coii- 
-neiaionsribctviretaijfyourv^xcclleiicy /and 
<thc IGoloncllarc iwell'Jcnbwn “to nie J' anji 
I hoped to have found all mfiairs earned 
on entirely accordirig to, the treaty,jTbnt 
1 what I obferved/iupoh my amvalj/I fhall 
now layibefoiciyou IsartSiiilarly^roJaTO < 
First, iThc(EngU£h fon;4a,(tfrhQ!(fte 
employed in your fcrvice, /land imthpifup- 
port of your(gt>vemment<at Pgtaa, eje 
Jiept Without their pay ^dj rnml fbtif d 
Secondit, iThc^ forces; 6f rthe go- 
vernment, who are llationcd Jm*- thofo 
parts, are difcontcnted'and difaficited to 
thc/femce for want of their pay o s 
Thirdlt, The IcepoySrhfiMooiihe- 
' -dabad had forronnded your palpcjin -a 
(tumultuous manner for 'the arrears hof 

w Jr i ”, i, , > 

toon nitnnd and intcUigible to the penop to whom 
they wert ;w3drefled Tor in wnting’firfl: m tnglifli, 
dnultiwn rcndcmig it into Ptrfian, ft u almofl: hn- 
■poffiWeto YToid obfctinty fjnft ib in tranflatuig 
jdic Pofian into Engliflj, you cannot help conrey- 
ing fomewhai of the caftern fynn and manner a- 
long wifli tho^'meantn^ and^thu ^occaDona^ ^0 
pamojlanty iwH "be ohlerrcd in the fttTc of 
W*ny of thefc letter? t vin^uH 
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-their pay, lind- endangered your life; 
how deeply I was affected, cannot he ex- 
‘ prefTed ; God ds wiinefs' what I felt on 
’ that occafion*' - ■ 

FouJs.TirLy>' I plainly perceived, that 
-the minifters 'of this, court, from tlieir 
covetous and bafe difpofitions, had fet a- 
. fide all jufiice, were plundering the poor 
''Without caufe> and doing what they 
‘‘ pleafed ; . not ' even withholding their 
hands from the lives of tlie people, de- 
- ftroying ihe fubjedls, and bringing ruin 
and defolation on the country. 

Fifthily, -The fcarcity of provifions, 
&c. is‘ fo great, as was never before 
'known in this country ; infomuch, that 
the people of all degrees aie in the great- 
^efi: difirefs. This can be owing to no 
other caufe, but the bad management of 
ypur mmifters. 

-- Sixthly, Formerly, at the defire of 
"the Englifli Company, a mint was efia- 
‘blhhed'in CaTcutfa ; and' it 'was your or- 
/der,_ that the ficcas 'Of Calcutta, of the 
Tame ^weight and/finenefs -as -ihe ficcas 
of Moorfhedabad, fiiould -pafs fortequal 
" value. 
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Value Notwith (landing your perwannah 
for inforcuig this grant, the officers of 
the provinces have not fnffered them to 
pals 5 hut, contrary to your order; re- 
quire and mlift on a batta onThe ficcas 
Seventhly, Thewar with the Shah- 
zada IhU continues, notwithftanding the 
fums expended, and. the endeavors .of 
the Enghffi forces This afiair is yet 
no nearer a condu&on than the firll day, 
excepting the fort of Patna, no part of 
the Bahar province jemains m your pof- 
feffion All the lands and villages are in 
a ftate of nun, and the Zemindars, m 
every place, arc ready to join the Shah-t 
■ zadas army, as appears from the letter 
,to me to ithis purpofc fiom Bfeerboom 
(Prom thefe circumftances, it evidently 
appears to me, that all thefe difficulties 
came to pafs after the death of your fon, 
the late Chuta Nabob i from which tunc 
the mmifters of your government, re- 
garding only theu own mtereft, ncglcdt 
the good of the country, and the welfare 
of your fubjeSs, and employ them- 
fclves m oppreffing the poor, m rapme, 
violence. 
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violence, injufticc, and iniquity. Whea 
I faw the affairs of the Sircar in the 
hands of fuch faithlcfs and unworthy 
men, and every thing tending flill fur- 
ther to ruin, I lifted up my hands to 
heaven, and bewailed my flrange fate^ 
that Providence fliould fend me into this 
country, at fuch a time, and in the midft 
of fuch calamities, when the dignity of 
the Nabob, the reputation of the Com- 
pany, and the profperity of the coun- 
try, are almofl expired. After long con- 
fideration I concluded, that I would make 
one vigorous trial immediately, to reme- 
dy all thefe evils, hoping, by God’s af- 
fiftance, to furmount all difficulties. For 
this reafon, I am come with great joy 
into your prcfencc, and am happy in 
paying you my refpeds.” 


VoL. I. 


K 


No. ir. 
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^-o} .oiolai^il} T rfrii.'? 

^fenfcd to lit Nilb^^^ijaffi^r ^^c^Ca\ra 
Go^r^ 

1117601 ijEffl yd.tnalgnudixST-jJotiES/ 

ifiJnUlerBwijSaJe^feolibydni’ 
X’' -^rfdri', toft «hdflftfi[5il«^ur 
Btififiefsi ^■^¥i«)4lte^h6'J5ffe24%'i>eK^f 
and chaiigin^ i^tiieir3donna5k?'^iS'i?^'^ 
vfdcbt from Ihc deHiraittaMyoTir fre- 
quently feiit Tiie,'?^plaimag of tlied)M 
cdHdu'a Siid TOcked^¥^^ft'f'&'M&- 
i*ajab RsjebuUilfrj'iimfliDg'S^fe^i msUe- 
in^ Recalled by Ibme WeaJis '6r ^ol5ii r 
The tdlon'cH cdnEdeKh'^'yie 
afikirf ■fil tbit biA%, ?®W5IuhHided Ri- 
jeballCib td you , Sfid fOS feAi^SWtf^ 
py W''bi 8 #ibo£iaften-afie 6 nf dfi 
wbicii'you did'irie the 'hdhdtW WrlfetOi 
mt "^d fold," you itvas furpnised thstf 
tbeiCdlonel tvould recommendia mkh,'fo' 
very 'uhfitdbrJ every Ibufin'efjr’d ifotfialfor 
fent mclword'bylthctNibbb Meci-iMk-i 
homed Coffini CatvnjJahditheiiRoyroy-i 
an, that the bdfmefr Of thetnoftrconiS- 
qnchce, -was to get-Rajehullubdownfrom 
,1 ,ir ’Patna. 
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Patna. ^ I, therefore, agreeably to your 
delire, wrote D^r. AmyatVfo fend him' 
downs God ^ohly knows what, council 

> ,T-~ • ^ ^ 

your miniHef s gave, that yoiir perwannah* 
was deferred being fent, but that is the true 
caufe of- the troubles now at Patna. It 
is a known maxim, that a , government, 
where; fthe ^.cpuncils change every day, 
c^not be- well regulated.” 

f 

No. ll^.:^i!ranJlation qf fl. prefintr 

' fid to tjde^ Nabob Jadier Alice ^Cawo^j 

the (Governor » Dated Odober 18* 

1760, 

i. ' ’ 

.TT^HE important affairs, for the 
Ji; regulation of wiiich I have wait=» 
ed upon you, are fubmitted to your con+* 
£deration in a feparate addrefs, contain^- 
ing feven articles. Now that I am here, 
this is '^the time for opening ^the door o'f 
the.difficulties therein mentioned, which 
is only to bepffe^d:ed by-the, key of your 
icnlightened wifdom; If : this ^ opportu- 
Jiity is doff, another will hardly occur, 
when we .can meet .together fo conve- 
' - K 2 mently, 

"'i ' An order for his coming; down. 
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' .>ij3a I ■''w 


‘nWdy Befides, Ac pam^^s^w^ch 
I nave taken nonce of, me payment 
of me arreara due to, the Knglpff troops^ 
. , cT 

make a large’' provifion^for^futufc eni- 

Vr?IfO^L■'d 


im ,on id J ti 
■ ivcn m 


and Aofc of^iie'finarl'iris ncc&aiy^to 
on i( 

’7ni}’ 


gencits Vi'S — y-j ^ -r- 

pledge jewels, tor a lam- amount, to 
f V /* t ^ Oj *2r^' "Uiui m^riJ Vii5b 

be difcharged by different pawPcntfi, a- 

grccdandfignedtooljyyoii I^owtlfis fiim 
^ T V ndna -fii JniiiQyjrjslijJO 

to be paid, unlcw tn^coun^ is fet- 

, , ^ / *t f UOUmi[L,,r^U<lhl (tlhJ 

tied, I do not, perceive The My, ^r 

towed for the Englim -.army^ has been 
,i , , , Jo nolliYojq / 

tinuted to a lack of rupc« per month 

’it 1 03 rjtfjuoi-^ Via JJJU 

As the diihirbances in the coun^ have 
cnCTea&i every day, for tfia^axafor^ large 
Xums have been cjgicndcd bringing 
Toidiers^ ftom Europe and j)ladm6, and 

jfl ^ t (T , 7 m ( j 

railing feepoys On this account, a lack 

,1 iT ® * i ' ^ t ^ 

of rupees is by no means fufficient. i rLct 

your ExccUcncy, ducly renca, that vour 
own feepoys, in time of extremity, pre- 
thep ogn/af<^, 

Jy jom^ vyith the fotcea^of ^Ac pncjpy, 
and Ac EngliAjforccs devpted entu^y 
to your fcrvicc, and Ae dcftm&on^of 
your enemies, peycr wcrcguil,!^ of^fuch 
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a condudt, nor ever will ; and' by the 
bleffing of Gpd, ^ wherever„ the Englifli 
ftandard has been^ hxed, ,,tliey have ever 
proved' victorious., ^ tlpon^this account. 

It is by no, means becoming your wif- 
dom, to negledt fuch brave men, onto 
deny them their due rewards. It is ne- 
cefla^, that for this, bufinefs, your Ex- 
cellency grant the Englifh Company cer- 
tain iandsr^fficient for the pay of the 
troops,’ the ex^ences of the artillery, and 
the provifion of ilores, &c. that with- 
out 'any ' trouble to yourfelf, all theit 
charges may be defrayed, from the pro- 
duce of 'thefe lands,' and our arms al- 

, ; r N ' 

ways ready fo be employed in' your fer- 
vice 5 otherwifei I muft fubmit'to ne-' 
ceffity. My concern for my- own honor, 
will not fuffer me to be unmoved at the* 
Company’s lofs 3 but I' muft feek Tome 
expedients for pronioting the ihlereft of 
the Company, and removing the evils 
they are opprelTed with ; and thofe expe^- 
dients muft “be adopted. But if your 
' afflidtioh; ' for the lofs ^qf your fon_, ^ has - ' 
taken that hold upon your mind, that 
- " K 3 you 



thi=WiWjin|le^ 
fucfi gtot tiiffi(?uia6S?^ii ’thSt 

^u ap^u\t’’TolnEOiajJablfc''=5^rroii'frt«ii 
afnokg yotifiJMlcirefi.'rtii as^^itifcYahci 
digmiy^f'ybir'fcufl fonl‘'t}ft''Nab^b 3>fa5 
zit-ool-ttoolk*-’ wfabTmk/'taifee tUarge fcF 
aUthefe’affiiii‘i"'fi%nlite''th6 bftfifieft'oE 
the fconntry, an3^tefffe'v’^''all’^lH^iaiffiij 
cTilQes, thktySirr Ejcfcfc'Ufeft^i'iitkl 
all the troublfes ^otid ’faij^es ®{if 
thafeaibiis, frifey a-Ihnaiii 'Withblit 
arid untalltiefsi’ aadHfifc^a!^^^f fS{9 
protbaion cA’erfppSad'tiib'^/hferi?'*'^'' 
tl 1 I ' ' 1 J brl ■'d) asrlV/ tat 

No IV ^iTCt-anJlation -(f a^I^ttferxfroni'ibt 
! Gevihior ttr tie Nabob h [Dated OSi*- 
y ba:iiig,ji-at tlNigbt,’ ioHd Jhtt 4^ Itie 
iiSaadi'^ Coknel Cailliud i ^ i-ijijo 

fell ’tiis^‘di|y,' 

’“tl:'^:^pi^aabJ>n llfttydtlSfrcnfld hitS 
weighty and^brWA? 
SIMfti'^npih'^'hiit/ lyeft'ct^da^'-coilferSS 
tt'ifh yday^ a{ra‘thal‘yon^8t3ai’have'4^2 
qtaiiited in6lS'lfh’^6lfr'3bfeti}]l}aliBli'j 

btjt yesn have (ndt ‘fevbti?td ioy 

'itffyrer coHcSfeitig them Erom htneo 

■. n , 
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it plainly appears, that as long as tliefe 
evil counfellors remaifi abouj: your |)er- 
fon, wliatfoever I may, ,|-eprefent tp you 
for your profperity and .welfare, and tlic 
good of the country, will have no effect. 
The folly of .thofe pepplp will foon de- 
prive you of your government, and prove 
the ruin likewife of the Company^ s af- 
faks. I have judged it iipprqpef, tliat 
fuch evils and difgrace Hpul^ bp hronght 
upon us for tlie fake of two of tfifee 
men ; for this reafon. I have fent colo- 
nel Caillaud with fprccs to wait ppon 
you. When the faid Colopel arriyes, he 
will expel thofe bad copnfellors, and 
place your affairs ip a prpper fjtate ^ I 
will fhortly follow. Let pot your Ex- 
cellency be undep any apprphepfiops, but 
chearfully receive the colonel^ apd giye 
orders to your men, that -they .coipmit 
no dhlurbances, nor rai/e tumults jn dlP 
city'; I folemnly declare, that I haye np 
other view but your good and w:elfa.i-e. 
Look upon me asyoiirfincerewell-'wifher, 
and remain fatisfied.’* 

I > ~ * 1 f ' V 

K 4 Th» 
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cile to fbnuflipthe arrear* 
cnrr be jmd off, ibatiUn the con- 
contiimc gtcwrlng Hd uI/j 
F c* X difcrdcr fo deiperatej whatre- 
cttdt It to tc fcftiitd Ji ffhc molb^e 

tope, IS to pzHate^nd pitmitjt’t mL 

CTCxftt aod m the mr^n tinlcjt 

10 h-ieg ce* bn£adi to a .^ciDdnCoii ' 
Tic Cohjod, epoa Ins annl arPata*,^ 
tr 2 I mrciitcl v take lie fidd, and ftik 
tie SiJioada, to cU^ inn' father to 


cesrx to urms of acccnifio<iaiio]v''eif 
trrt cr e a battle. Wjth n^axdto the 
Tris!Ly\ cf the Ntbobs troops-, the: 
CbJoocl still take foci -meafures Tjpai 
fc.j icntil, as ie IhiU jndge moft ti- 


fWe" - ' ' 

Mx. Et-us cot tunneg finm Eng- 

taaddUdtcr the Comnntteeiai taken 
tnar xeTii-tions, and J -rasiht Jsnt'Jor 
CcH-obvcsr, could act beconMti^ 

tl-cotriecf thissegctetjnn. ^7-^ 

in irkxh he stas ^fraurted iy 
dtt Ccenpnr. he prided 
^^-arrnhftoce. " -i ‘3^“' ' 


J b„ 


"[■1 


JU/OK 



^ranfd 6 lw}is G a l . 13^^ 

chfearfulnefsT aM I ^bfell^ve ^he' days of 
his cafe Vijl''d6''liim’ liiore '^Honor, than 
thofe of his 'pb'vvef he will he 

much happier 5 '^'for* if 'iiiall Be 'my parti-*^ 
cular'care that he'^wahts for nothing; 
every^thing is perfectly quiet’ Kefeb I aih 
waiting- tb ' get the fiinnuds, to fee how 
the young Nabob goes on ; and to give 
him a fewufeful inftrudtions for his ffui- 
dance', ,'in four or live days! hope every 
thing will be' complete 5 and that I Ihalf 
be fetting out for Calcutta with a rein- 
forcement ^fbr^'oUr'treafury ; fuch as will 
enable ^lis ^'to 'fend a fupply to Madras, 
and to Tceep biir invelfment jogging on 
here.’" ^ ' 

- <- > ( , ^ ‘ ’ ' _ . t" ' ■’‘■■‘v 

V * 

Exfra^} of > a heffer from ^Mri Vanlittart 
'^io ikfr. 'Ellis. Muradbaug,'"06tobef- 

'’23, 1760. " " 


ir "T' 




^"l^'VER-X^thing, ^remains , perfedlly^ 
-L-/ quiet, _,and, the pew, I^abpb does 
not Ipare p^n^^to get .the, affajrs regu- 
lated,'- He will have no eafy tadc of it. 
The Valpce^^ue, t,9^,,f^,e,/f,epoyf 3is,iiin,- 
' menfe»Vf,. Mo^py .found in ijthe^tjtreafuriy,-. 

none>' '< 



tfefaBB'^WcSfctoftd 

A /'Etoamriii 

^ 7i5i(+S “S'i^SYFB^-' iM acj*s-u3 
te^ jir^^ons^-t^^clf.^t^dui:^, 9 
that tune, bx th^fojlo^gw 

papers , j, riodsM gnuoj oilt 

Extras' af'al^’iief“j^^ 

re Mr Eii:^ • ' 'Mumi'it fa 

. 1.3 igmoi 9 j Hivf jiiidt 

' 1 O lol Juo gmJisi id 

“ rx^HE old Nabobjlitgut 

A ing for Cacntta,^ cfcj^rt^ ^yjj®io 
company of Europ^s, and one ofjee-„, 
poys, under the conunand of captam^j 
Robcrtfon I mentioned in my letter 
laft inighf,’ that he Would be glad td vre- _ 
mam gtcChitpour, until the houfes arc 
prepared for his reception You will 
plcafc to fend two of the gentlemen to 
mJcfe him’at thcTrench'gardent,' and m 
every wiy receive *him” With'' al decent 
rcfpea. Hi" took His lJave”witli‘^^ea£'^ 

i~ fl 1 'dr on j ) III 3I 

’Mr EUti^lirrlvln^ fitim Eilropc,'Y3^T/chi^'*' 
ofjlhcJtetdcm^ attGiIcutdjlin Mr^Vwifit^5Va^ 
abfcQCC^ 
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none/ -only ^Id add filrenpkte/ilcf tKe- 
amoun^x)/ iwD^fthieijiJaki.t which itf 
ordered toibciCdioedi.iflndj-thetOld Ntf-, 
hoh’i iMnttafeddecs,pr 8 to|id/^j,that die 
bfdflncc jdue. fionl^dicni is^Wlfling j tthat 
the Nabob jfpcnt,evecygthlpg fis iaft -a*, 
It came in>Tbat5they)do,jiot Jcnoiy how^f 
It wss high itune-iforra jefonuj^iindecd t, 
I do not think t^uld havcj.bfen p<^ 
fiblc for the ojd Nabob ^tc(j[haycj&y^ 
bunfelf, from <being piutiheredjnori th^ 
caty from plonder, anofher,,tnpnth.joJ; 
have enga^ Juggut jSe_et-Sjadvtcej|ind 
afliftance u , and i (tviU ^ fee, ^e, ^ -Colonel 
difpatcdied, jWith a^fnpply^of tnoncy^to 
Patna, and all (Other arotra reduced 10(0 
fyitem of pnidence and tyconomy, be-, 
fore I ditifroin henfe ” , ^ ,|jji , rq 


a 'lien er from Mr Vanfittarf 
“ <md Coion^ CaiUaud to 'tbe S(le 0 Jlo’m~ 

, mittee .Muradbaue, Oa 24, 1700 

Jo ^ d i'-Iji 'JO T;'’'bTj(n 

ijTJ'yPR.y tbing,ftniain»>pcrfeai7 
i-^/,qmet<fithevncjv Nabob appUc^ 
tnthigreatdihgcbec tq jhejregulatton of 
his-affaire, and hehaves fo as to gain the 

affe&on 
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of the people. ‘We went ye*? 
ilerday’to tlieDurbar,' when-he acquaint- 
ed us, that he had found* in the treafu- 
ry, of ready money, only forty or fifty 
thoufand rupees, 'and about the value of 
three lacks in gold and filver plate, 
whichhe has Ordered to be coined. Keen- 
ooram, MoneloU, and Checon, the prin- 
cipal !managers in the late adminifira- 
tion, pretend likewifei that the balances 
due fiom them are trifling. The Na- 
bob, however, hopes to oblige them to 
make further difeoveries^ and, in the 
mean time, is endeavoring, with the af- 
fiftance of Juggut Seet, togetlier With 
the ufual prefen ts, advances upon the 
rents, &c. to raife a fufficient fum to 
pay off fuch a proportion of the arrears,^ 
as will fatisfy the troops at Patna, and 
here, as well as to enable hird to give' 
the Company fuch ^an affifiance, as is 
mentioned in-our lafi: letter, by way of 
acknowledgment for their fervices. The^ 
fiuinuds, for the new difiridts, will be s 
made'oiit .upon 'the artiyal of the'Roy- 

' ’ sToyan, 

i 



^ASibSa^ 

jTnolojoji) 01 limai lli w JodtTd siCl Jotl 


'ExtraBwfra\IIittcn fionkMrb VaaCHart 
M md C7iid>/(Cai]la?adiwyi/-S6l6a:i(ionii 
1 miftefc ij,iMuradbabg}^Novi\J,' 

i j i , ^ , jii?, tr anion'^'bi: l) ,v^ 

-»- met with,,'iii railinp the fnms 
■wanted for th’c‘S^y'’of 
at Patna, have bceh\fie%'^S 
deferring ihe^Ci)loiiePa*"'d!}pJt*ch^fill to- 
monow evening "iJifli 
him,' m hills and^&oti^r’fevenlEfc'lS of 
nipee^i’of wTiich'ti;^''irS for ill&’EnSIfii 
'iimy, and five fo?tfie^N41E?obT^*'' 

■ 'THn'’‘Na6oh%^vifi'Jgi^?i’ffli’’eg8i'. 
¥'a!n}''perwiinah'rf6K' "gf 

^Bnrdvj^j^'Midna^hJof, Wd Chitta^i|f, 
’froK ih'e ih’th Q)f“ 06 i>b 4 r/'^ibt? illo-si^- 
%nceof ihc'-lacB'/mhdnth, ^pula{! 5 l 
ho he paid by'the'^Nabob, %r the'^W- 
pehefe ’of ihe'^fWthc ficli!]=m^‘& 
*tdckoned fiym’"tK‘e'i''ft 'of fiecimhef, 
1759, to the godi ofSeptimher, 'lybb, 
being ‘terf’m’oiTthsi^^orl.tdn lal^^‘bf'’’nl. 
jit!csj'’oft^hich‘’^e' lacks‘'in'd 'i ifMf 
■' have 
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have been paid, including the two lacks 
before-mentioned ; tlie ^ remaining half 
lack the Nabob will remit to the Colonel. 

This' done, all the futurb^ demands 
of the army mufl" be Supplied by the 
Company.- We haVe engaged Juggut 
Sect, to take all opportunities that may 
"offer/ of advancing money at Patna, to 
‘receive it again at Calcutta, for a pre- 
‘mium of, two per cent. 

, T,h e Colonel will do all he poffibly 
^can, confiftently with tlie good of the 
iervice, to .make the expences of the 
army li^ht.^ ^Indeed, it is not only with 
this view, but for many otlier urgent 
confiderations, much to be wiflied, that 
an end could be put to the war with the 
Shahzada. We might almoft fay, .that 
it is abfolutely neceffary, for the pay of 
.the troops in the armies of the Chuta 
Nabob, and of Ramnarain, amount to 

C- i ' 

fo immenfe a fum monthly, that the re- 
venues of the 'three ^provinces, would 
fcarce be fufficient fully to anfwer.it. 
Notwithftandmg, ,the,fum,now^ fent by 
the Nabpb, ,and all. the .further /upplies 

he 
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heijiiaylbei.atlcrto furmfli.Othe (arrdir* 
(^'ncvcrrbej)aid.ofl5nBnt3l6nithe con- 
trary, miriltcofitiinid.growliig 
L'i'oE i difinfle? fir^pcrate^ -whatre- 
medyjffttoJbe found fldlie-moft wc-can 
hope, js, ifo palliatdJahd prevent ads 
crrafttoantLciidcavor.dn.lhe meintiirie,' 
to bring our bnfincfe to a^nclufion'' 
The Coloncljinpon his arrival arPitnaJ 
will immediately take •flic fidd,<arid leek' 
the Shahzada, -to oblige Jirmi htherilo 
come to terms af'acooniffiodatiotv'^or 
venture a battle ’•/ Wathrrcgard'to the 
reduftioa ofrthe^NabobsVtroopSi'-ltiie 
Colonel ■will take fudurmeafurea upotr 
hisjamval, as he' Ihall-judge moll eli- 
gible q r- i>n D J' 

9 Mr- Eiras not lamving fitaniEng- 
lanitill ofterqtbe Committee Ibad takei 
thonjefcilu'fions.jaiid X 'WBsfet^nfcfar- 
CoflimbnEari/xxiuld notibe -confalted in 
the murlc (of this megobiation- ■By.iflic 
llation m rvhich he Tvas apjKnnted by 
the Company, ibe prefided mtJCahaitta 
flunng my mhlciicc. >• ni n no 

'o ' 1 lU j - iiWtu 

Major 
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the Selcd Committee s refolutioas, ^nd 
my proceedmgs j and I do not rccoUeii 
that he made the lealt objedion • to ei- 
ther, ^hrthcr, than that he was fony 
there was a neceffity of removing Meet 
Jaffier from the government To which 
1 rcphcd, that I was equally forty j but 
that it could not be avoided without ex- 
poIingJiis life, the provinces under his 
government, and the very exillence of 
the Company to almoft certam mm 
Mr Ellis, and the gentlemen of the 
Seka Committee at Calcutta, exprefled 
their approbation m the foUowmg an- 
fwers to our letters 

Copy if a hotter from the Seleft Com- 
mittee {Mtffiews Ellis, Sumner, and 
M'Guire) to Mr Vanfittart and Co- 
lonel CaiUaud Dated Oftober 24, 
1760 

” rE have been honored with your 
V T favor of the 2 ill, and one from 
the Prefident of the 20th mllant, by 
which we have been informed of the 

great 

• The eontriiy^may be inferred, from hu de- 
-firing to fray with Meet Coffim 
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great fuctefs that has attended your ope- 
rations. We moR licartdy congratulate 
you, on your having amply efFc6lcd the 
intended purpofes, without the cffufioii 
of blood, or any diflurbancc ; and aie 
highly pleafcd to find the Nabob fo well 
reconciled to his prefent fituation. We 
doubt not, but what has been fo well 
begun, v/ill be concluded for the benefit 
and advantage of the Company, and that 
the affairs of the government will in fu- 
ture beput on a fecuie and proper footing. 

W E have given the neceffary direc- 
tions for the reception and accommoda- 
tion of the old Nabob, whenever he ar- 
rives in Calcutta. 

A FEW days, we flatter ouifelves, will 
bring this matter to a conclufion, and 
that we fliall very fhoi tly have the plea- 
fure of the Governor’s piefence with us,’* 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis to Mr. 

Vanfittart, Odober 24, 1760. 

'I' Had the honor to addrefs you lafl 
A night, and this evening was fa- 
vored with yours, of the 2 iff inflant, 
VoL. I. L inclofing 
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incloling a letter to the Committee I 
moft heartily congratulate you on the 
fuccefs of your negotiations j but muft, 
at the fame time, lament the neceffity 
you have been under of dcpofing the old 
Nabob Dire&ons are given, to pre- 
pare the two houfcs, you mentioiled, for 
his reception , and m cafe he fliould ar- 
rive before they are put m prppcroifdcr, 
Mr Sumner will accommodate him for 
a day Or two at Chitpore 

'Extras of a Letter from 'Mr EUis to Mr 
VanUttart Oftober 25, 1760 
“ TT 16 with much pleafure I hear of 

-8- the tranqtuhty that reigns m the 
aty, fuch a revolution, with fo httle dif- 
turbance, fcarce ever happened , and, I 
dare fay, Sir, there iviU be nothmg want- 
mg, on your part, to place this tranqui- 
lity on a laftmg and fohd foundation • 
I ARRIVED 

* The reader ■w3I here take notice, that Mr 
Elhs tnu the pnnapal pcrlbn who afterwarda en 
gaged In thc^oppofioon agamft me, and'm every' 
mcafure for over fettmg thcdlablifluncnt, of which 
he has here CTpreffed m fuch ftrong terms his ap- 
probation 
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I ARRIVED in Calcutta the ^tli of 
November ; and the next day reported 
my proceedings in general^ and the ad- 
vantages obtained for tire Company, to 
the whole council^ whereupon Meffieurs 
Verelll and Smyth, two of the gentle- 
men of the council, who were not mem- 
bers of the Seledt Committee, entered 
the following objection. 

Copy of Mr. Verelll’ j- Minute of the %th 
of November, to which Mr, Smyth 
afjented. 

Verelll begs leave to ob- 
ferve, that the board has till 
now been kept entirely ignorant of the 
proceedings of the Select Committe, re- 
lating to the prefent 1 evolution, and their 
motives for it ^ he cannot, therefore, 
pretend to judge how far fuch a Hep was 
necelTary, but thinks, that in an alfair 
of fuch immediate confequence to the 
Company’s ellate in thefe parts, the moH 
mature conlideration of the whole board 

L z diould 



148 j 1 Narratfue of the 

fhonld have been firftihad, that a treaty, 
executed ui' the moft folemn manner, 
fubfifted between Mcer Jaffier and us , 
the moft faithful adherence to which, as 
well as all other our engagements, has 
preferved that mfluence and power we 
have maintained, ever fince the recap- 
ture of Calcutta , a fteadmels to which 
treaty made Bntons admired, nay even 
courted, by every pnnee throughout 
thefe provmcesj and has ever been fatal 
to the pnnee apparent of the empire, 
and many other difturbers, who have hi- 
therto weakly endeavored to engage us, 
to break through thofc folemn ties we 
were fwom to As this hidden change 
muft alarm every one, to find us fo un- 
■cxpeSedly breakmg through all our en- 
gagements, which were fo pubhek, re- 
putable, and to the honor of the nation, 
he cannot be blamed, as a member of 
the board, for expreffing his diflatisfac- 
tion at being made a cypher of, m fo cri- 
tical a concern 

Regarding diefe obje&ons, as 
chiefly proccedmgfrom theoffence which 

thofe 
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tliofe gentlemen had conceived, at not 
being confulted upon the meafures taken 
by the Selcdt Committee, I only made 
the following Reply. 

Copy of Mr. Vanfittart’j Reply to the 
foregoing Minute. 

Prefident begs leave to re- 
A mark upon the foregoing mi- 
nute. That though Mr. Verelft and Mr. 
Smyth might without the leaft prefump- 
tion think, that they, and the led of the 
gentlemen of the council, ought to have 
been confulted upon an affair of fo much 
importance, before it was carried into 
execution ; yet their venturing to con- 
demn or approve, before they know the 
nature of the engagements entered into, 
the reafons why, or the manner in which 
the whole was condufled, feems rather 
premature efpecially, as they will have 
an opportunity of fo foon making them- 
felves competent judges 5 the whole be- 
ing now ordered to be laid before the 
board, as mentioned in the former part 
of their minute. ' 

L 3 


The 
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ThS reafon why the whole council 
Was not before informed was, that it Was 
an affair that abfolutcly required fecrccy , 
and It 18 cxprellly for ihe cbnduft of fuch 
affairs, that the Court of DircSofs has 
thought proper to appoint a Selefl Com- 
mittee To the fccrfecy which wds ob- 
Icrved, may in great meafUre be attri- 
buted the fpeedy and caiy fuccefs which 
attended the execution, and the prevent- 
ing all difturbance, and lofs of blood ’’ 
As the meafures which produced this 
revolution in the government of Bengal, 
were not intended merely for obtainmg 
advantages for the Company, but were 
as ncceffary for remedying the diforders 
in the government itfelf, and Ikvmg the 
provinces from the rum with which they 
were threateried, m confequence of thofe 
diforders, I thought it neceffary to form 
a memonal, to thew thefc tranfailions 
to the world m that light, abftraftcd 
from the benefits accruing to the Com- 
pany, which memonal I laid before the 
council the loth of November j the fol- 
lowing IS a copy. 
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Copy of a Memorial on the SubjeSi of the 
Revolution in the Bengal Government m 
the Tear 

Nabob Jaffier Alice Cawn 
A was of a temper extremely ty- 
rannical and avaritious, and at the fame 
time very indolent 5 and tlie people about 
him being either abjedt Haves and flat- 
terers, or elfe the bafe infliruments of 
his vices, there was no chance of hav- 
ing the affairs of the government pro- 
perly condudted, but by their removal. 
He attributed all the ill fuccefs of his 
affairs to imaginary plots and contri- 
vances, and facriflced lives without mer- 
cy, to the excefs of his jealoufy. Num- 
berlefs are the inftances of men of all 
degrees, whofe blood he has fpilt with- 
out the leafl; afligned reafon. To learn 
the names and circumftances of all thefe 
fufferers would be a work of time, but 
fome of the mofl: finking examples are 
thefe following ; 

CojA Haddee, the firfl Buxy, flrfl 
banifhed for a pretended confpiracy a- 

L 4 gainfl 
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gainft the Nabob s Jife, and afterwards 
cut off at Shahbad, m,his march out of 
the province „ i , , , 

Meer Ca^im, the fecond Buxy, m- 
vited by the Chuta Nabob to his houfCj 
and after having received from him un- 
ufual marks of affcdtion, ^ aflaffinated at 
the gates of the palace , 
Abdul-ohab Cawn, murdered at the 
Rumna, m the month of March, 1760, 
by fome of the Hircairas, belonging to 
Checon, who way-laid him for thatpur- 
pofe by the Nabob s orders 

y AR Mahmud, formerly m great fa- 
vor with the Nabob Serajah Dowla, and 
fince Droga of the Emanit, flam m the 
prefence of the Chuta Nabob, m the 
month of April, 1760 * 

GasseetaBeoum, widow of thcNa- 
bob '* Shahamut Jung 

Emna Begum, mother to the Nabob 
Serajah Dowla 

Murada Dowla, the fon of Pad- 
fha Couly Cawn, adopted by Shahamut 
Jung 

Lutfin 


Nephew of Alhyeniec Cawn 
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Lutein Nissa Begum, widow of 
the Nabob Serajah Dowla. 

Her infant daughter by SerajahDowla, 

The live unhappy fufferers, mention- 
ed laft, perilled all in one night at Dac- 
ca, about the montli of Jun^_X 76 o, 
where they had been detained prifoners 
fince the acceffion of Jaffief Alice Cawn 
to the government. A perwannah was 
fent to Jeffarut Cawn, the Naib of Dac- 
ca, to put to death all the furvivors of 
the family of the Nabobs Alliverdee 
Cawn, Shahamut Jung, and Serajah 
Dowla but, upon his declining to obey 
fo cruel an order, tlie meffenger, who 
had private inftrudlions to execute this 
tragedy, in cafe of the other’s refufal, 

, took them from the place of their con- 
finement, carried them out at midnight 
upon the river, and maifacredand drown- 
ed them, with about feventy women of 
inferior note, and attendants j what be- 
came of Alliverdee Cawn’s widow is 
uncertain, it being reported by many, 
that file efcaped the fate of the refi; of 
her family. Executions, of this kind, 

had 



154 N^rrattve of the ^ 

iad made the Nabob itbe dread or de- 
teftabon of -all good^men j and he ne- 
ceflanlytbecame a prey to people of mean 
cxtraftion and abjedt difpofitions, who 
knowing, that a gOYcmment fo managed 
could not Hand long, fought only to 
make themfelves nch by oppreffions, of all 
forts, upon the country and mhabitants 
To the tares laid by them on the markets, 
js afenbed the prelcnt nnufual fcarcity 
and deamels of the provilions at Moor- 
Ihedabad, the capital of a country, once 
efteemed the moft plentiful m the world 
The perfons who have had the chief 
Ihare m this management, are Keenoo- 
ram, Monelol, and Chccon, all of low 
birth j and the two firlt, the memal fer- 
vants of Jaffier Alice Cawn, before he 
came to the Subahflup Thefe manag- 
ed fo, as to engage him continually m 
idle or viaous amufements, kcepmg him 
by that means in utter ignorance of his 
afiairs, and m a Hate of indifference as 
to their fuccefs , no money eSme mto his 
treafury , at the lame tune, nothmg was 
paid tohis army, mlbmuch thathis troops 
mutimed. 
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mutinied, and furrounded his palace in a 
tumultuous manner, tlireatening to take 
away his life j which they would certain- 
ly have done, had not his fon-in-law, 
tlie prefent Nabob Coffim Alice Cawn, 
become anfwerable, and paid them a 
very large fum out of his own ti eafury. 
This happened laft June ; and if the im- 
minent danger, witli which his perfon 
was threatened on this occalion, awaken- 
ed him for a moment, no fooner was it 
removed again to a diftance, than he fell 
back into tlie lethargy which had fo long 
polTeffed him. The fame unworthy mi- 
nifters remained ftill his only counfel- 
lors,. and continued in the management 
-of his affairs to the lafl day of his ad- 
miniftration, which he left in fo confufed 
and impovenflied a ftate, that, in all hu- 
man appearance, another month could 
hardly have run through, before he 
would have been cut off by his own fee- 
poys, and the city have become a fcene 
of plunder and diforder, the Nabob hav- 
ing made no further provifion for the 
payment of the aiiears due to his peo- 
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pie, after Coffim Alice Cawn had freed 
him from his former extremity' This 
danger he could r not iibutTforcfee, and 
more than ortce declared his apprehen- 
fions of it, yet had not the power to cX- 
■ert the necelTary means of preventing it, 
but funk the, deepdr mto,dgc£hon Bc- 
ddes this mtcfhne danger, to iwhiCh the 
government was expofed, two armies 
were m the field, and w4itmg only the 
fair weather to advance , the fihahzada 
towards Patna, and the Bcerboom Ra- 
jah towards Mooribedabad, the capital 
The Rajahs of BilTenpoorj Ramgur.'and 
the other countnes, bordering upon the 
mountains, were ready to fhake off their 
fiependance, and had offered confiderablc 
fupphes to the Beerboom Rajah Tht 
Rajah of Curruckpoor had committed 
open holbhties, and taken poffeffion of 
all the country ?bout Bauglcpoor, which 
entirely flopped ihc communication be- 
tween the two provinces on that fide of 
the nver In a word, the whole coun- 
try feemed qmte npe for an umverfal re- 
volt, thofe parts only excepted, whofe 

natural 
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natural weaknefs or neighborhood with 
. the city, intimidated them from taking 
up arms. To encounter all thefe diffi- 
culties, there was nothing but troops 
without pay, from whom therefore no 
great efforts could be expedled. Of this, 
a very recent inftance occurs in the 
detachment which was ordered againft 
the Beerboom Rajah, three months be- 
fore the Nabob’s abdication, but never 
advanced more than three cofs from the 
city, in which fituation they- continued 
upon my arrival there. All who are now 
in Bengal, and acquainted with the tranf- 
actions of the government, will bear "^it- 
nefs, that this is a true defcription of 
fadls j and all who are convinced of the 
fadls, will certainly agree, that affairs 
were at an extremity no longer to be 
negled:ed, without manifeft danger of 
having the province over-run, and the 
trade entirely ruined. I was refolved 
therefore to ufe my utmoft endeavors to 
get thofe bad minifters removed, and 
judging it might be difficult to prevail 
with the Nabob to part with liis favorites, 

without 



158 A Nafrattve of tie 

without fome degree of violence, I brought 
with me a detachmeht of Europeans and 
feepoys, under pretence of Icndmg them 
widi Colonel CaiUaud, to reinforce the 
army at Patna * 

CossiM Allee Cawn fupphed thp 
Nabob with boats, and permitted him to 
take away as many of his women as he 
defired (which he did to the number of 
about liity) with a reafonable quantity 
of jewels In the mormng of the azd 
of Odtober he fet out for Calcutta, and 
amved there the 29th He was met by 
a deputation from the council, and treat- 
ed with every mark of refpeft due to 
hiB former digmty, _ ^ 

• The Mcmonai proceeds to girc an acefcont of 
the HeToIodon, as hai been already related, Jn the 
letten from Mr Vaailttart and Colonel CaiUaud 
at Muradbaug 
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SECTION V. 

The Rife of the Party formed againft 
Mr. Vanfittart, with their Protefts and 
Objections againft the Revolution. 

Firji Occafion of the Difcontent of Mef 
Ain^tt, Ellis, and Carnac . — Mef A- 
myatt, Ellis, and Smythe, their Mi- 
72 ute m Council the ^th of January, 
1761 . — Keply of the SeleCt Committee. 
^Mr. EllisV further Mhiute, 

K 

I Hoped, the care I had taken to 
explain the motives of tlie SeleCt 
Committee’s Refolutions, and the ad- 
vantages refulting to the jCompany, 
would have induced the relt of the Coun- 
cil to approve of them but I had fome 
unhappy tempers to deal with ; and there 
were mifchievous people in the fettle- 
ment, who were bufy in improving e- 
very circumitance to inflame diiputes s 
particularly, one of the furgeons, who 
happened to have a great influence over 

Mr. 



i6o A Nairafrve of the 

Mr Amyatt , and ■who was offended 
at my not confolting Kim upon the af- 
fair a of governmtnt " fome accidents 
concurred'to favour this malevolent dif- 
pofibon " ' 

My coming to Bengal m fo advanc- 
ed a llation, gave occalion for complamt, 
to all the femor fervants of that fettlc- 
ment, and particularly to Mr Amyatt, 
who was the next to the chair Mr El- 
lis upon his amval apphed for the chief- 
fhip of Patna, to w^ch Mr^ M'Gwirc 
had beet) appomted two months before *, 
and had fettled his affairs accordmgly 
As I ■thought Mr Elhs s application 
unreafonable, I gave my opinion againff 
It j by which he thought himfelf mju- 
red 1 and major Carpac was violently of- 
fended at my expreffing a defire that 
colonel Cadlaud, who had been prefent 
at all the debates of the Seleft Com- 
mittee, and had been particularly charg- 
ed ■with the execution of their refolu- 
tions, fliould remain m the commandait 
Patna till their views were fulfilled, ei- 
ther 

• Upon Mr AmvattJ coming to Cnlnutj, 
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tlier by a negotiation with the Shahzada, 

, or a decifive action. 

The firft declaration oF Mr. Amyatt’s 
dilapprobation of the proceedings of the 
Seledt Committee, and of a change in 
Mr. Ellis’s fentiments, appears in a mi- 
nute which they entered upon the con- 
fultations on the 8th of January 1761, 
as follows. 

Copy'of Mr, Amyatt’r MmutCt to which 
MeJJieiirs Ellis and Smyth ajjhited, 

TV yr R- AmVatt takes this oppor- 
XVX tunity to obferve, tliat he is of 
opinion, the reafons given for depoling 
Jaffier Allee Gawn (foi he can look up- 
on it in no other light) are far from be- 
ing fufficient to convidt him of breach 
of faith ; confequently, in the eyes of 
the world, the whole odium of fuch 
proceedings muft retort upon ourfelves. 
The cruelties of which he is accuf- 
cd muft to a civilized government ap- 
pear (hocking ; but in defpotick ones, 
there are none entirely free from inftanccs 
VoL. I. M of 
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of this kmd, aff theii" owti fears and jca- 
loufics arc ever prompting them to fuch 
unwairantahle hiSions j i and it is tvell 
knowh, that the'prefcnt Nabob has al- 
ready fallen into the fame fevenhes, as j 
likewife thht he has fhewn toarks of fat 
vor to thofe minillets, ‘\vho, wwe ate 
told, faw “with ant evil! eye the influence 
of the Company, and rcaddy lhalched 
at every opportunity to reduce' it. i Meet * 
Jafiier being confirmed by' the Courf of^ 
Delly in the Subahlhip was a very ivdna- 
ble confideration, whith ou^ht not to 
hive been overlooked , becahle, 'when- 
ever! that diftnl&ed ftate 'is reftored to 
peice and tran^mbty, he being legally 
in pofTdffio'h of the government,' would 
of 'coiirfe be confirmed by the 'reigning 
kirig Hvithout hcfitation’, whereas the 
obtaining fo great 'a favour for -Cofllni' 
Alice CaWn, iriuft'beiittcnfled with 'both 
difilculty afid etptncc The tfeaty'fnb- 
fifhhg between '(Is and ■ColEm ' AUefc 
Cawn plaifaly (Hews, tbit his foie auri 
at the hme of -fentenng mto it was thfc 
Subahdarree of Bengal OthetWifc, hotV 

ndicu- 
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ridiculous was it for him to make a pro- 
mife, of ceding certain countries to the 
Company, which his poftof Dewan could 
never have given him the power of ex- 
ecuting. The great advantages expect- 
ed to accrue from thofe, countries, it is 
feared, will prove entirely imaginary? 
as it IS now near three months fince this 
revolution was efFcCted j and yet fo far 
from any appearance of extricating our- 
felves ft om our dijfhculties, as expeCted? 
we are involved in fre/Ii -troubles every 
day; which will* not appear -flrange, 
when we call our eyes upon the perfon 
we have raifed to the mufnud^ whole 
character was jiover in any light conlpi- 
cuous till lately 5 and whofe treacherous 
behaviour to his father-in-law, leaves 
us very little hopes of his attachment to 
our intereft 5 nor indeed can it be ex*- 
peCted^ tliat he will place any confidence 
in us, who have affifted to dethrone a 
man, we were hound to fupport by the 
moft folemn ties, divine and human : 
fuch a breach of faitli mult neceffarily 
occahon-the lofs of our influence in this 

M 2 country, 
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countiy, ,andj b«^v^ i^ of ;the fupeti- 
onty, wlucli our ft^s^jj-a^qjcuce our 
pro,^e,ev^,jgaj£^^^vj:r^)iofc^pcoplc 
Fot,theatove,^ow^]^,,^yutt^4^^ 

further declarM^ dthat^hc n^er 
fulled nor ^adTTfrf^^-vnth^cpnceigwg^it,; 
nor, did he knoty^that^it^ey^er vy|s^Jg}d- 
cd, till pubhcjcjiiport hadj|inforgj^^^ 
of Its execution^,;;';; ^'1,/ Yol 

It wasfoi^elliknown^ ihdtjvir' Ful- 
lerton was the chief , author ih^thfc fore- 
going (minute, that m^felfttand'lhe other 
,.gontleinen Of ithe rSele&iiComtnittee, 
could not help taking nohee of iton bur 
anftv'er of the latlrj whichlwas aaifol- 
loW? in 'j irn ir jm -1 

K htul id '' tr , nn -iii, nS 

, The. G overnor, Colonel, GaiUaud, 

U Hfi V niitJ 111 f t V * 

^ani^jt^e^omer ger^tlemen pf jAc^cijuncil, 
,who ,d(d,,.|and^Jbll (Continue approve 

j Bfthe^latc^iranf^&pnSjWith the countfy 
government, ^beg leave to offei; afew,ob- 
fervations,upon^i^ Amptt s minute of 
j lallconfi^}tation,tl|etenorpfjWhich might 
deceive thc^i^ orld ^ noj exjinmedj Jmt 
1 / when 
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^hen examined, wifl'lSe found to have 
but little foundation.' ’ 

If the Seledt Goihmrmttee, debating 
upon tlie dangerous/ fete ‘of the affairs 
of the province, in Aiiguft and'Septem- 
her lift, had been defirous "of breaking 
with the then Nabob Jaffier Allee Cawn, 
there were reafons enough to juftify, 
nay to' urge fuch a refolution. The let- 
ter which the former Governor, Mr. 
Holwell, laid before the Seledt Commit- 
-tee, thb 4!th of Augufl, for the informa- 
tion of Mr.' Vanfittart, then juft arrived, 
contain more than fufiicient proofs 
of that Nabob’s breach of his' engage- 
ments to the Company. Many-inftances 
are mentioned, of his jealoufy of the 
Englifh power, and of his refufal of 
every favor that was afked him, which 
might tend to encreafe it. We have in 
our ‘ hands, an authentic proof of one 
-moft effential inftance' of his ill faith 
'therein-mentioned. If is faid in the 
treaty, ' that our enemies fhall be his 
enehue's but it is beyond doubt, that 
'he ufged’^the Dutch to fend for forces 
'' M3 to 
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ti) Oppofi frtifS We have ari criminal let- 
ter of the Direftole 1:6 the Nabob] ‘^hicli 
plainly imph^,"' ' that' it tfas 'with his 
confent thbfc troops' wefe”fc'nt'fory and 
the tenor of the*gede[al advices' traitiihit- 
led to Europe 'lalb feafo’h, fufflllfcntly 
fhetvs this ^vai't;6l6ne^ Cllve’t bpimoH, 
thollgh he mentioned it with all polHble 
tendetnels " Nor If We had ^defitSd' to 
remove Jaffler AUee Chwn froth thfe go- 
vernment, need Vit have done rridte Ihkn 
Wlthdtaw dur ptoftaian ' liis govern^ 
inent would foon have beeh'^ht an end 
toi and pfobabljl his life a]fo/“which was 
more than once m cxtreide danger from 
his Own people ' 

Birr inirldftil of fhe conncfliDnsthat 
llad hefen between him and the Coinpai- 
nyi we had the moft tender regard both 
for his perfon and government, rleithet 
of which could have Ihbfiftedi Without 
DthSr fnpports than thofe he had ahoiit 
him After the unfortunate death of 
hit fdn, hit fon-IU-laW, Coflim AUefe 
Cawnl Was Ae projict pbrfon to fucCeed 
M the goVei-flmctil, add heing hS nfcif- 

eft 
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bobj^he, wojiJjiigbt^/fpr-tho Companp 
tie grants therein mentioned a J e ^ 6\/ 
It IS, jii§n)tatcd,jin J(Ir rAmyatt’s 
rgiputej^thattpjircjifiairBiarefmja worfei 
condition jiqw^tJ^an Jicfore-itheitchailgel 
of",thc;govcijuncnt3^n7yiat the additibr^ 
of Burdw^, l^i^apopr, o'^ndaGhitta-d 
gong, to the Company s pofftffioiisisyith'a 
out the lofs^ ofjja tnanjgjSia^pt^ to the 
Company,, feems^tp us ^jparadoxydicJltife. 
faid, that It IS ’neaTjrthtec mpnths-jlincej 
the WolutioniW^jeffca^, and yet there 
IS no appearance of^extgcatingi^iurfelvcs 
fromj^,e_,diffiail&esi and that thc'grfcat 
i^^^antageSjeipeacd pi acc|;ue fromjthofe- 
. i(iB,fyarcd,r,m^- 
ly imaginary It is on]yitwen^lyjday§ 
came-here. 
payment ^This day iS' 
payment due,) and although the- 
]^jal|jjjfaith i^not.to be,dependcd upon, 
y^Sl^ t^PtpteWeh'i wiJlpay the money, 
according to the, agreement, to makely^B 
ronntry iSjWorth that, 
a^d pore money, nnd)hesjfo convem- 
^ jjil utLoi J cl jient,' 

juV/ 
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“ 'Who iWonld therej have been' to 
oppofc'the march of the Beerboom Ra-' 
jA, itoi'thc capital “of I Moorfhedabad? 
For the old Nabob had neithenthc mtailG 
of m akin g his own.troops take -the field, 
nor would he tnift the Englllh - 'i t 
<■ “ Where would ihe Nabob’s troops, 
at Patna, have got a fiipplyrof feven or 
eight lacks- of rupees, as the prefcnt Na- 
bob has paid them fince his cOming to 
the government ?" ' ■' 

W E beheve no orte will pretend to 
fay, the old Nabob would Or conld have 
made fuch efforts, or would have grant- 
ed filch favors to the Company ' 

As to the Mogul a Firmaun, therc,wa8 
a time when the orders of Ddly had 
JbiHe Weight at Bengal, but that time is 
Ho more ' It is hard to fay who is King 
at Delly, or Who will bej but if ever It 
comes to be fettled, there is Lttlc doubt 
of Cofllm Alice Cawn 6 getting a Fir- 
maun, with US’ much cafe, as one was 
procured fbr_thc old Nabob, whenever 
paid the King his lharc of the revenues- 
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tHink bf it'6ir|hdyi'’as'’irii‘^i^cnt-^ 
ed m Mf lAniyaft’sJiallififK’* (>' T 
rTU’A''f Mr =SfliYlli^Blird''fubfcnb'e 
to tins 'bpifii^'^ iS nBl'tb Bi^Vondtr'iii^af, 
becaufc 'bii^fublcnBK 
nature of 'Mr 'Vbffclft sl'ln^bonfult^Bi 
of theBth bf'Nov^mbirl TOthBnrha?^ 
mg read 'any’ bf die fprtkbedihgs’J 'BBt 
that Mr Ellis fliolild fnb{chbe'’to'iii^afi- 
ter Cgnifymg bis apprbbation'bfthe nieai' 
fures, in maiiy letters that 'lia^‘ beck 
wrote on the fabje< 9 :, *an'd pJrtictnariy 
m one from the Selefl Committee’ to^ the 
Governor and Colonel CaiUaud/ dated 
the '24th of November,’ is Ibmewhat fur- 
■prilin^, and gives frcfli’reafon to appre- 
mfcnd, vfhat has been long fufpcfted, that 
^bther perfons, not m the Company’s fer- 
'tu. I- Vice, 

•'Eij r 1 ' j' ‘ t 

It i&rwsrdi jppeirtd, that there wu no 
foundation for ^Ir Angrmtt’i afiertion The pre- 
l&ded Tnfi^ra -were a fon of Sirfraz dawn (Ka- 
hob of Bengal abore-tarenty yean ago) and the Wi- 
iow of ABirerdte Cawn (the next Nabob after 
^Sirftai Cawn) Upon^enquity, I foond that theft 
two perfona, inllead of having fuffitrcd any vio- 
lenci!, VereVibliged to the Nabob 1 bentriiicnce 'for 
a hand foi n e mauitciiaiice. 
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any longer It was plain, that what 
was propofed'tb'bc dohe Was rathet the' 
effeft of neceffity than choice j and what 
followed was certainly unexpeded > It 
was therefore impoflible that Mr Amyatt 
could be made acquainted with a defign 
that never ended Thofe, fo whofe conli- 
deration it fell, were unanimous m their 
opimon 1 and they flatter themfelves, 
that all who will take into their view ’ 
the then -date of affairs', the nature of 
the refolntiona taken, and all the cir- 
cumdances 'attendmg this traniadion, 
and will judge thereupon with candor, , 
not fufiering themfelves to beibyaffcd by » 
the prcjudicesof others, will do us more 
jufbee, and be far from calling m que- 
flion -our fenfe of the faith of treaties, 
or our regard for the nation s honor -and 
our own ' i 

As I have taken notice of Mr Elhs s 
change in his opimon of the tranfadions 
with the country government, ut is pro- 
per to infert his reply on the (fubjed > i 
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Copyjif Mr. s Mhiute of the 16 th of 
January^ 1761. 

** TV/T^* Ellis thin'ks it incumbent 
JltJL on him to reply to that part of 
tile Governot’s, &c. minute entered in lafl 
monday's confultation, where fuch fur- 
prteeis expreffed at his dilTent, aftei fig- 
nifying his approbation of the late mea- 
fures in many letters that have been wrote 
on the fubje£t. Mr. Ellis has carefully 
perufed, and yet cannot find, that his 
approbation is fignified, not even in that, 
particularly quoted, of the 24th of No- 
vember, unlefs a complimentary congra- 
tulation can in any ways be confirued as 
an approbation of the defign ; a light in 
which, he flatters himfelf, no impartial 
judge can look upon it. His fentiments 
with regard to the revolution have me- 
ver altered, nor have they ever been 
kept a fecret; but he conceives there 
was no abfolute neceflity, they flioiild 
appear upon the face of the confultations 
till now, when it became fo for his own 
jufhfication to his employers. 


1 HE 
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The refle&on of lus being influenc- 
ed in his opinion by others, though not 
of fo good a turn of nund as himfelf, 
IS a compliment to his morals, at the ex- 
pence of his capacity, which bemg mere- 
ly pcrfonal, and quite foreign to the fnb- 
]e& m hand, might as well have been 
Ipared and m anlwer thereto, he only 
wilhes, for the, good of the fettlement, 
others in jkiwef were as little influenced 
m the management of pubhck aflmrs, 
by the opimon of thofc about them, at 
he himfelf ’ 

SECTION VI 

DangeroUff Dilputes with the Nabob at 
Patna, during the Command of Ma- 
jor Camac and Colonel Cootej and 
the Removal of thofe Gentlemen from 
that Station 

Ftrjl EffeSs of Meer Coflim s AJmmi- 
Jiratum — He takes the FteU — Seledh 
Committee s Orders to Major Camac 
— Miyor Camac s Anfwer — FurJher 

Orders 
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]c on tbeifade SuhjtBs~—Mr^VM^Ltiost 
\b'iay5jifofe'i-tht Council an Account 
A-'ttbcfe Difunbantts — >^beir Orders 
AnCon/cqiience, recalling Colonel Ccotc and 
vMajor Cahiad to Calcutta • — Ttw Let- 
. ters from Colonel Ctlotc, contatmhg dn 
ilAccoukt rf hi Proceedings 
^ r ^ ' • 

T tlE'gbdd dtfefts of thft Nibob s at- 
fentidh to the eec6liotoy of his go- 
vembleht'fcwii appfcated j fbrbefidesthc 
fet'efl lidks, "Which (as I have already 
teinilode<i) he difpatched to Patna^th 
Coldnel Cadlaud, he paid hiS tttwps, at 
Moorihedabkd, fo large a fbarc of the ar- 
Tiirt du4 tb therii, that they tv'erc well 
latisfiid) and ready to take the iidd , 
aKd tipbn Colonel Caillaud s further re- 
ptefeAtatiOU of the wants of the'fbrces at 
PatOa, he fent Nobit !R.oy, tini of his 
principal officers-therc. With three lacks 
of rupees, and powers to exalninfc and 
fettle the aoeonnts, and grant proper af- 
figiUnentS for the balance lie alfo 
gave orders for fix or feven laOks to be 
paid, in the months of December, Ja- 
t nuary. 


S ‘S, 
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nuary, and Februar}^ to Mr.Batfon, at 
Coffimbuzar, towards the difcliarge of his 
engagements with the Company 5 which 
orders weie pim< 5 i:ually complied with, 
Thefe helps given by the Nabob, ena- 
bled us to fpare two lacks and a half out 
of our treafur3% which were difpatchcd 
to Madras, in the month of November, 
and arrived tlieie very opportunely for the 
fervice of the army before Pondicherry, 
The Nabob took the field himfelf 
the beginning of December, and en- 
camped between Moorfliedabad and 
Beerboom, till major Carnac’s fuccefs 
againftthe Shahzada,and captain White’s 
againfi; the Rajah of Beerboom? had in 
a great meafure cleared the country , and . 
then 'having fpejit a few days at Beer- 
boom, for the regulation of that pro- 
vince, proceeded to Patna. At his re- 
queft, major York was ordered to at- 
tend him j and the Select Committee 
fent the following inftrudtions to major 
Carnac, relative to the afiiftance he was 
to give him. 


N 2 


Extract 



i’8i> ' Ji'i^arrSirde' 

I Jj lb Jatjqqi IlnJ) irf c n^'’u j {' 
Extras if ddiettenfririn tbt,iAe& Com- 
jilinuttcc'* 'Major Comae Dated Cal- 
nicuttaj* Februaryj9, .J76J j mI-, 

^Tj^E ’otfenre,' that when Coloiifl 
ii j jyY began his march to 

Patna,' th£^ bc^mng of laft ^ear, he 
h^'paitecail^'mJlfuitione frotn Colonel 
Chve,' ank^tKe reft, of the Committee, 
^Oj ^rote<!|l AOTnaramj m cafe faf the 
'T^aoobs^ making any attempt againft; his 
person or^honor We behevc fuch an 
injlmimoa 'af this"' time unneceflary, 'as 
the prefent Natiob feems to be wdl in- 
clined towards ,Rainnaram , but fliould 
jit proye othcrivife, it is oar refolubon 
to, have the tame regard to the former 
engagements, m his favor, as was then 
deli^^' and therefore dircQ you, m 
neccfity,' to protedt Ramnarain 
a^aihll: all violence and injufface that 
"ihay be offered to 'his perlbn, honor, or 
^forfune 1 ' ' « 

’As to R^dbhllub, he can have no 
rt^onable olyeaion’ to a fair eiamma- 
j tion of hi3 accoilfats by the Nabob, or 

fuch 
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fuch perfon as he fliall appoint ; that a 
juft 'ftatement being, made bf all the mb> 
tiies he has received, for defraying the 
charges of the troops under his com- 
mand, together witli a due enquiry of 
what number of troops have really been 
kept up, and how much every one has 
been paid j the balance that is found due 
may then be difcharged, and Rajebuilub 
be employed again or not, as tlie Na- 
bob thinks proper. This the Nabob 
declares is all he aiks, and in this (as it is 
juft and reafonable) you will yield hini 
all the neceftary affiftance.” 

ExfraB of a Letter from Major Carnac 
to the Seledl Committee, tn Anfwer to 
the foregoing. February 24, 1761. 

‘‘ ■\7’OU may depend upon my giv- 
A ing the Nabob all the affiftance 
in my power, to fettle every thing in the 
province in the beft mannei ; I will al- 
fo very readily lend my affiftance in the 
adjufting the payment of that part of 
the troops under Rajebuilub, as far as 
he means to adl fairly by them 5 but 
^ N 3 ffiould 
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flioUld'hc^ cixj4ci9: any fupport frdbi me 
in S23 of mjufhce, he will hetaluch mif- 
taken' The Englifli foVtcs, vVhile'I 
haVe^the' honbr of cornmandihg thbrn* 
fhall never be employed as mftmihentS 
of violence and opprcIBon 

Your dire&ons, in regard to Ram- 
naram, ihall be religioufly obferved I 
could not hare received any order from 
you, with mbre pleafurc than this, of 
protedmg a perfonfor whom I know 
■Colonel ■tSiive had a particular regard, 
Md who hmlfelf de&rves much at the 
hands of the Englilh, on account of the 
attachment he has all along thewn them, 
however dl he might be diijxjfed to 
the Nabob ' 

The reader will fee, by the flde of 
this letter, how ready tnajor Camac waa 
to Shew the prejudices which he had en- 
tOrtamed againlt the Nahoh, and hiS 
cagemOis to enter mtodilputes with the 
board. Cnee he cbuld wnte in To tmhe- 
coming and atrogant a ftram, in-anfWcr 
to their ordefs, which were dehvered 
him in the moft decent terms, and were 
confefledly 
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confefledly the mo/l agreeable t9 his 
way of thinking. This obfervation is 
niade once for all, as the fame vanity 
.and intemperance will appear in all his 
writing. 1 , 

BiXtradi of a Letter from the Seledt Com- 
mittee (Mef Vanfittart, Amyatt, El- 
lis, ajtd Sumner) to Major Car'nac. 
March 7, 1761, m Reply to the Ah'ovel 

‘‘ TTlyfE imagine the Nabob -has her 
V V fore tliis time reached Patna. 
-By his condudl hitherto, we fee no rea- 
fon to apprehend his engaging in any 
adts of violence or injuftlce nor, if he 
fliould, is it our defire you fliould fup- 
port him in them, our diredtions for your 
condudt With refped: to him are only 
ihefe ; that you give him the afhftance 
he may apply for, to reduce to obedi- 
ence fuch Zemindars, as have been dif- 
affe< 3 :ed to the government pf Moorfhe- 
4 abad, and to enable him to eftabh/h 
fecurity, in the feveral countries of fhe 
Bahar province, and. collejO: the revenues 
due therefrom ; and in regard to Raje- 

N 4 bullub. 
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bullub, andipUj ^erSjilvvlotlKavciiai 
fbp jrfinnn gement ofr4ht piiblic moiucij 
orithc paymcntiofjthc troops,uor other- 
wife have accounts |to fettle with the go- 
vernment As their diijjofition to make 
Dfeiof the ^proteftion bf the Englifh,' to 
ferCen' thciti frbftl'n juft and ufiial exa- 
mination 18 well known, you wdl be 
careful, not to I give, them countenance 
encouragement, fo far as to put it m 
their power, to, make, an ill ufe of yonr 
name and anthonty , but, on the con- 
trary, |jf any lhall obftmately and nn-; 
reiifonably perfiftim refiifing to fettle ac- 
counts with the government, you are 
to give the Nabob the afliftance he may 
require for compelhng them to it 


„The Nabob arrived at Patna the be- 
ginmng of March j and his firft mter- 
view with major Carnac was at Bykunt- 
poor The flights which the Major 
put upon the Nabob at this mtervicw, 
may be regarded as a proof, that he had 
conceived fome, prejudice agamft him be- 
fore his (arrival , and that the wiflied for 
harmony, was not to be expedted between 
a.-’ them 
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't'he Tollowing' eictrads of -the 
Nabob’s and the Major’s letters will Ihew, 
what account each party gave^of the* con- 
verfation~that paffed at the firft meeting. 

Exfradi of a Letter from Major C2.m2iQ 
to the Seled Committee. ' Patna> 
March 6, 1761. 

<< rr^HE Nabob continues enc^nped 
A at Bykuntpoor,^ about fix or fe- 
ven cofs off, where I have waited upon 
him i whatever good qualities he may 
have, ‘ courage is not one of them 5 "he 
betrays a moft Ihameful fear of the Shah- 
zada, though the unhappy prince is re- 
duced fo low, as to be much more ah 
objed of pity than of fear. Not think- 
ing himfelf fufficiently fecure with the 
large force he brought up with hini, he 
fent for, without acquainting me, both 
Ramnarain and Rajebullub, with their 
forces, whom I had direded to remaih 
in Camgar Cawn’s country, with a de- 
tachment from our army, under the 
Command of captain Champion. I’ ho 
fooner heard of this, but I recalled cap- 
tain 
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tam Champion likcwifc, -which has given 
the Nab6b great offence,- fo gnat, that 
he aiked me in the pubhek'Durbar, who 
thcr I would comply 'With the contents 
of the 'letter he brought me from the 
Prelident I anfwcred him I would, as 
far as I was well perfuaded Mr Vanfit- 
tart expeded from me, who did not mean 
that I was to pay him an implicit obe- 
dience I further told him, that the 
direftion of the ' Englifh forces was left 
with me i and that it was not reafonablc 
smy part of them ihould remain in -a 
■country with which they were wholly 
unacquainted, after he had withdrawn 
tis own people I have however, at his 
requeft, ordered captain Champion’s de- 
tachment to halt awhile at Bahar, but 
fhallcall diem in entirely, unleishe fends 
out a body -of his own troops to aS: m 
conjunffaon with them, the negicd: 
whereof will infallibly bnng Camgar 
Cawn out of his lulls again 
-iThe Nabob next afked me, whether 
I looked upon him as Bubahdar of the 
provinces, and was willing to afBll: him 
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as fuch ? In anfwer* to which I plainly, 
told him, I would give him all the af- 
liftance I could, confiftent with honor 
and judice 5 that further I would not do 
for him or any man. The very -queftion 
gives me room to fuipeCt he has fome 
unreafonahle demands to make of me 3 
fhould this he the cafe, he 'will undergo 
‘the mortification of a denial. I parted 
■’from the Nabob yefterday evening. We 
Were both, you will judge, pretty much 
diffatisfied with each other ; he with 
me, for fpeaking my mind fo freely to 
him, a thing very unprecedented in this 
country 5 and I with him, for the de- 
lays and obftrudtions he is likely to caufe 
to cur military operations.’’'’ 

JE/Xtra 5 i of a Letter from tJoe Nabo-b to 
Mr, VanfiittaTt. Received March 13, 
•1761. 

the 26th of Rejub I arrived 
^ at Bykuntpoor, where I had the 
pleafure of meeting major Carnac, Mha- 
rajah Ramnarain, and Mharajah Rajebul- 
htb. Among other things, the Major 

told 
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told me, that he had fcnt for the troops 
tt'hich^en? it ‘Gaunty, lO'-the Zettun- 
'dirr6e4)f GdmgarCawn' \I‘riphed, that 
to^aflife'' Camgar < Cawn' 'kis no'difH- 
-ralt^matter , but, that it was not proper 
to Ae troops belonging ,to the 

^ompany, and myfclf, in fo much hafte, 
fo)m,the place, where they were ftation- 
cd , This he ^did not confent to , but 
rephed„,that he would certainly fend for 
lus Enghlh , troops i, I dehvered your 
lettecrto him, when he perufed itj^he 
faid, that Mr (Vanlittart is two hundred 
cols fromjhence, and that he would do 
whatever he thought advifeahle I was 
pcrfuaded that he would fiavc afted ac- 
cordmg to your diredhons, and did not 
imagine, that he would have given me 
fuch an anfwer , , i 

The Selc<3; Committee hoping, by, a 
further explanation of their mtentions, 
to prevent any more dilputes, wrote 
major Camac as follows 
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'copy of a. Letter from the Sclcft Com- 
^t4e {Mefieurs Vanfittart, Amyatt, 
Ellis and Sumner) to Major Carnac. 

,t -ryTTE have received your favor of 

• VV the 6th; fuch part thereof as 

relates to the Shahzada, 
reply to in an addrefs to yourfelf and Mr, 
McGuire. We are extremely concerned, 
to fee the difagreeable circumftanccs that; 
paffed at your firft inteiview with the 
Nabob; efpecially, as fuch a want of 
confidence fhewn in a publick Durbar, 
cannot fail to hurt both parties in the 
eyes of the world. We hope a longer 
acquaintance will create a greater har- 
mony ; which we muft earncftly reconi-^ 
mend both to you and the Nabob, as 
the publick fervice muft fuffer if any dif- 
ferences fubfiffc ; for tliofe are never want- 
ing, who will feek to make theii advan- 
tage by it. 

It is certainly right, and conforma- 
ble to our inclinations, that the difpofi-t 
tion of the army, and the determination 
on all military matters, fliould reft with 


our 
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^onr' commandmg officer n TheiNabob’s 
[feading ’for Ramnaram and RajebuUnb 
with their forces, withdut firft confult- 
mg yon, 'was aTcry imprudent Jlep, and 
much “to jbe blamed, and perhaps may 
have jbeen attended with bad confe- 
quenccs to his own affairs , as it feems 
to have been m the power of Camgar 
Cawn to have returned to his own coun- 
try We cannot fuppofe the Nabob had 
any fdch view, becaufe it is evidently 
his own lofi s but whatever his rcafons 
might be, he ought certainly to hav^ 
acquamted you with them And we 
doubt dot but he will be fenCble, from 
your reprefentations, how much his own 
mtercll depends on following your ad- 
vice m all mditary matters On the o- 
thcr hand, it is our intention, that you 
comply with his requeft, m every thing 
refpciffmg the regulation of the coun- 
try, and the coUeftion of the revenues 
Any detachment he may alk for, fuch 
ferviccs^ you are to grant , unlcls you 
have reafon to judge, that the fafety of 
our troops w31 be at too great a n£L^ 
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We think this diflindlion fufficiendy^clear, 
and flatter ourfelves that nodifpntes can 
hereafter arife,” ' ' 

Soon after this, Colonel Coote ar- 
rived in Bengal, and was appointed to 
take the command of the army at Patna. 
He accordingly fet out the 2 ad of April; 
and the following inftraiflions were given 
him by the SeleA Committee. 

I 

Extra^ of the InfiruBtons from the Se- 
lect Committee (Mef Vanfittart, 
Coote, Amyatt, and Ellis) to Colonel 
Coote. April 21, 1761. 

YTI rE are advifed by major Carnac, 
V V that theie is a difference be- 
tween the Nabob and Ramnarain, rela- 
tive to the accounts of the Patna pro- 
vince, We hope this may be amicably 
and reafonably adjuifed, and requefl: you 
will give your afliilance towards it as 
much as polBble. As Ramnarain has 
been remarkably flieady in his alliance 
with the Company, and received from 
Colonel Clive particular affurances of his 
protediion- with refped to his perfon, 

fortune, 
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fortune, and goveminejit, we recom- 
mend to you to fccurc him agamft all at- 
tempts of opprcffion or mjufhce j and 
further, that the government of Patna be 
'prcferved for him, if it is his mchnation 
to contmue m it It is needlcfs for us 
to add, that it will be far more agreea- 
ble to all parties, if that can be done by 
reprelenting to the Nabob the obhga- 
tions we are under to Ramnaram, and 
proventmg by that means the neceffity 
of any forcible meafures 

'Extras of a Letter from the Seledt Com- 
mittee (Mef Vanlittart, Amyatt, and 
Elhs) ro Co&nr/Coote ApnlzS, 1761 

“ ^TTtHE Nabob has made vanoudre- 
A prefcntations to us of the dif- 
ficulbea be meets with, m fettling his 
accounts with Ramnaram As, on the 
one hand, we are inchned to fupport 
Ramnaram m the government of Pat- 
na, with all Its juft advantages , fo, on 
the other hand, we would proteft the 
Nabob m the refpeft and authority due 
to him, and afford hun every affiftancc 

for 
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for the colledion of liis revenues, with- 
out which it IS impolfible he can pay 
tlie arrears of his troops, 01 fuppoit the 
otlier chaiges of his government. The 
nature of the differences between them 
feems to be fuch, as can only be adj lift- 
ed by aibitration 5 and for this determi- 
nation, we can pitch upon no other per- 
fon fo well qualified as yourfelf. We 
therefore rcqueft you will make this 
bufinefs one of the firft articles of your 
attention , and when you are yourfelf ac- 
quainted With the merits of the caufe, 
you will tranfmit them to us, with your 
fentimcnts thereon.” 

Eipctradl of a Letter from the Seledl Com- 
mittee (Mef Vanfittart, Amyatt and 
Ellis) to Colonel Coote, and Mr, 
McGwire. May 8, 1761. 

defile you, gentlemen, will 
V V ufe your utmoft endeavors to 
adjuft the accounts between the Nabob 
and Ramnarain, in fuch a manner, as 
ftiall appear to you moft equitable ; and 
fo, that the revenues may be duly col- 
Vot,. 1. O ledted, ' 
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leCbcdi and the balances not i be loft to 
thereat, land the pubbe femee, 
jUpoN thelnewsiof Colonel Cootet 
arn,val. Major Camac determined to quit 
Patna, and wrote to tbe Sclcft Commit- 
tee m tbe foUoiying terms 

JLxtraB of a Letter from Major Camac 
ror^eMciatbomnuttee May 8, 1761 

“AS Colonel Coote is commg to tbe 
army, who is fo very able to 
^ali-e charge, both of your imlitaiy and 
political concerns, there wHl be no fur- 
ther'occafion for my fcrvices j and as I 
have great rcafon to believe I ftiEfll return 
to Europe the nextlcafon, unlefe Ibme- 
thmgi unforefeeu flioald happen, I am 
to Tequeft the favor of your permiffion 
(to apply to Colonel Coote, for leave to 
go to Calcutta on his amval 1 Ihould 
not make this requeft fo early, but that 
I am defirous to be there m time , that 
in cafe I go home (which is highly pro- 
bable) I may be able to get m^clf rea- 
dy to take the opportunity of the firft 
conveyance ' 


B-ot 
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But upon the Colonels' arrival at 
Patna, this refolution' was > prefently al- 
tered, and ^they feem to have determin- 
ed to flay there together, on purpofe 
to counteract, the more effectually, ‘ the 
Nabob in every flep he was taking for 
regulating that diflrad^d province. The 
Colonel, before he left the coafl, had 
declared himfelf to be one of the oppo- 
fition againfl the meafures taken, fince 
my coming to Bengal, and this I well 
khew^ but as I was confcious of the 
neceffity of thofe meafures, and the 
country already felt the good effeCts of 
them, I did not apprehend, that any 
men would be fo violent, as to rifk the 
public tranquility to fatisfy their preju- 
dices, efpecially as all the orders of the 
SeleCl Committee, to the commanding 
officers at Patna, tended to give tire Na- 
bob a due authority over his own peo- 
ple, and to affid his interefts in all that he 
■ could reafonably afk. However, it foon 
appeared how little effeCl thefe orders 
could have, when oppofed againfl the 
refolutions of a violent party. Hardfy 

O 2 a day 
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day I part, but Colonel Cootc, and ma- 
jor Camac, found fotne opportumty of 
dillrcffing the Nabob, and throwing dif- 
ficulties in Jus way The’ Shabzada, 
who after his defeat had put himfelf un- 
der our protedtion, and had been ac- 
knbwledged King^ by us and the Nabob, 
was yet at Patnar and the Nabob was 
dcfirous of obtaining his grants for the 
Subahdarrec of the provmccs , but Co- 
lonel Coote oppofed the application, and 
■he was obliged to wait, and procure 
them at a great mcreafe of ctpence, af- 
ter the JCing had left the provmoe Ram- 
narain, the Naib (or deputy Governor) 
of the Patna province, had three years 
accounts of his adnumftration to fettle, 
to avoid which, he made ufc of every 
fluft and artifice that could be invent- 
ed, and fo effeiftually fcreened himfelf 
under the protefhon of the Colonel and 
Major, that for four months together not 
a fingle explanation could be had from 
him He was well acquamted with 
their ill difpofition towards the Nabob, 
and flattered himfelf, that he might m- 

flamc 
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were it Patnaj from the following ori- 
ginal papef! 

ExtraB if a Letter from the l^aboh to 
Mr Vanfittart kecetvei April 12, 
1761 

“ ROUGH the mlhgationS of 

J- thedifaffedledjtheticSoffhcnd- 
{hip afe bfoke between the major and 
me He gives me fuch orders, as it iB 
not m my power to comply with, and 
will not lihen to the anfwers I make 
him For feveral days it has been re- 
ported, that the Shah will march from 
hence, and the Major told me to-day, 
that he would accompany him to the 
CumimnalTa, and delired, I would let 
Mharajab Ramnarain proceed with him , 
and that I would give the Shah two 
lacks of rupees more for his way charges, 
I rephed, that Mharajah k amn nram was 
the commander of this country , and 
that It was necefiary he Jhould flay to 
regulate the affairs 


ExtraB 
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ExtraSi of a Letter from the Nabob to Mr. 

Vaniittart. Received April 28, 1761. 

‘‘ X Before beard of the imprudence 

jL and evil intentions of Ramnarain ; 
but lince my arrival at Patna, I have 
feen nothing but his bafenefs and deceit; 
and therefore major Carnac is difpleafed 
with me, and has fent ine fuch melTages 
by Mr. Lulhington, as it is not in my 
power to comply with. Till this time, 
I did not think it neceffary to acquaint 
you with the whole affair ; but the bu- 
finefs is now going out of my hands, 
and through the wickednefs of my ene- 
mies, my affairs will be ruined. It is 
neceffary for me to acquaint you with 
all the particulars, and to defire your 
advice. 

From what the Major wrote me, I 
imagine he is difpleafed. Inclofed I 
fend you two of his letters for your pe- 
rufal. I am much furprized, that tho’ 
you wrote to the gentlemen to be in 
friendfhip with me, and follow my ad- 
vice, yet they adl in fuch manner, that 

O 4 I have 
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I^^Bavciao power over my own Naib 
and then Whatnother bufincfs can I car 
ty on,? Now Colonel Coote ,s coming. 

him Ddoubtlers ypu have properly re- 

P^fentedtohim. that accordmg to the 

firft Agreement, whoever remains m this 

deSe ri!; “1“* ‘‘Sreeably Cy 
deflre Take care that what regulations 

thi^ proper to make in this provmce 
may be confented to by the <,enn ' 
or elfe give me orders to deliver th^If.' 
fairs of the provmce into their h^i 

‘t the Nabob * 

30 . 

“ you acquamtme, that I mull reft 

bun r P“t an end to the 

buhneft, and that I mull not be imrl 

any apprehenlions of others B^orTm" 

reft, hut lincemyainval,Ihave been 
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, { 1 

'ExtraB, of a Letter from fbe Nabob to 
Mr Va^ittart 16,1761 ,, 

ftatc of affairs here is as ' 

ft follows You were pleafed to 
intimate to me, that I fliould examine 
the accounts of Mharajah Ramnarain 1 
in confequence of which, I appointed 
Mharajah Rajebullub to examine the 
faid accounts in the prcfence of Colonel 
Cootc , and fent word to Mharajah Ram- 
naram of the rcfolution taken by the 
council , he rephed, that he would con- 
fider upon it, and give an anfwer , and 
fod four or five days) Mharajah Raje- 
bullub conilantly attended the Colonel, 
m order to ciaminc the papers Yeller- 
day Ramnarain made this aniwer to the 
Colonel “ I will not oppofe the order 
of the council, and now, that you fey, 
the Nabob is my mailer, I will attend 
upon and confer with him ’ Lall mght 
the Colonel came to my tent, and told 
me, that he had received no orders from 
the council for the difimfilon of Ram- 
naram , that I might make a ferutmy 

into 
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fiyjs qomplied with j I have no reliance 
on any one but you, and none elfe can 
conduit nay affairs There is a juft de- 
mand on Mharajah Rainnarain of ^largc 
films, on account of the laft four ydars 
*If makA ah enquiry into his accounts, 
I thall fAcei'fe a large'fupply of money, 
ptJtwithftandmg this, I remam here wea- 
' hed dutf 'and mvolved m vexations The 
army 'murmurs on account of the dear- 
hefs of gram, and the fubjefts are re- 
duced, ’by their dilbrders, to the moft 
fatal extremities This • wretch fits 
here’ fbmentmg diflentions, and giving 
my life and fortune i prey to my feepoys 
For God s fake let not go my hand m 
the middle of the lea, but aflift me as 
you have always done , and write, m the 
moft prefling terms, to the Colonel, and 
fend an order of the council, that he 
oppofc not the removal of the Naib of 
this place, and leave the country now m 
my hands After this, I will fimfti aU 
‘the accoimts- 

• Ramnaram. 


ExtraH 
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Mxtradi of a Letter from the Selec^t Com- 
mittee (Mcfjieurs Vanfittart, Amyatt, 
Ellis and Sumner) to Colonel Coote. 
June 18, 1761. 

TXrE hop6 your advice has had 
TV fome efFe£t upon Ramnarain, 
It feems, however, by his delays in fet- 
tling accounts upon the footing diredled 
in our joint letter to yourfelf and Mr. 
M‘Gwire, dated the 17th of laft month, 
that he is endeavoring, by evading the 
delivery of his accounts, to preferve 
his ov/n authority of the Subahiliip, 
and prevent the Nabob from collect- 
ing any money. It is neither equita- 
ble nor expedient to fuffer . any more 
of the revenues to be loft ; but while 

the old accounts are under examina- 

< 

tion, let the Nabob place his own peo- 
ple to collect all the growing rents, and 
to call the Zemindars to account f ^r 
their balances 3 and let Ramnarain’s 
power be fufpended until his accounts 
are fettled ; and a computation of the 
ients tranfmitted us, with the Nabob’s 
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made; and repiefcnts the bad effe(as 
fuch pr-ote6lioiis have upon his autho- 
rity. As he leaves us in the uncontroul- 
ed poffeffion of the countries made over 
to the Company, fo neither ought we 
to interfere in his difpohtion of thofe 
remaining under his juiifdi^tion ; nor 
indeed, is it confiftent with the treaty 
fubfifting between the Nabob and the 
Company, or the good government of 
the country. You will be pleafed to let 
the Nabob fettle all the affairs of his de- 
pendence as he thinks lit ; and only grant 
him, upon his application, fuch mili- 
tary affiftance as he may require, and 
the Hate of our army permit.’' 

’Copy of^ a Letter from the Nabob t/^ Mr, 
Vanfittart, June 16, 1761. 

OINCE the arrival of Col. Coote, 
^ agreeably to your diredtions, ef- 
teeming his will woithy of my princir 
pal attention, and regarding our mutual 
friendlliip, I have never been 'deficient 
in adting agreeably thereto. After his 
arrival here, he fpoke to me. in the fol- , 

lowing 



^oS J /^rNSTOtwe jT the 

ItJwmg'^anner"' concerning ihei King's 
-afiairs, ‘fthatilsJolig as he fhould remain 
clterej I flionldhconfent'to allow him a 
lacfcof TupeesimonthlyfonhiBeipenceE, 

I and that when he ihohld go to DeUy, tl 
fliotlld conlent to dtfinife him withitwelvc 
Jlacksof rupees and a/ew troops ” Thelc 
'amfcles, for the Colonel s fansfe&on, il 
•Ivas under a neceffity of confentmg to s 
arid’ I went to hfs MajcHy, and told Hun 
VI would f be afrfwerable for thefe condi- 
itions , but he would not conlent to it 
Afterwards the Colonel i direfted me to 
pay* befldes what 1 1 before gave him, 
fifty thoufand rupees Agreeable there- 
fore to the Colonel s defire, I ,gave him 
the laid fijm by the means of, Mharajah 
Ramnarain, befides whatj paid beforp 
His Majefty made no Hay hpre, ,but de- 
termined to proceed to DeUy, and is now 
on his march that way i When his Ma- 
ijefty^wasi departmg, I fpoke to the Co- 
loncl^ concerning the obtaimng of the 
funnudj but he was not fatisfied, and 
forbad me I was under a neceffity of 
„acquiefcing jn hts pleafure. and deferred 

, lb 
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it, nor mentioned it again. Roy Shita- 
broy, who is appointed for the negotia- 
tion of affairs at his Majefty’s court, always 
endeavors to throw things into confu- 
fion : I frequently defired the Colonel 
to difmifs him as an incendiary, and ap- 
point another in his place, but he would 
not liften to it. Ever fince the Colonel 
came here, to this time, I have regard- 
ed what he faid and diredted, as of the 
greateft importance j and have done every 
thing according to his will, in order to 
gain his friendfliip 5 I have looked upon 
every thing he faid as of the greateft 
confequence, making it a principal point 
to eftablifh a frlendfliip between us, and 
to gain his affedlion. According to the 
rules of friendfhip, I have obfer^^ed all 
the cuftoms and forms in entertainments 
of eating and reciprocal vifits more at- 
tentively and more heartily with him, 
than I ever did with any other perfon. 
In every refpedt, I have done every thing 
to pleafe and fatisfy him, and entered in- 
to mutual engagements with him not- 
withftanding which behavior, he has 
VoL* I. . P not 



ilo ' A'N^attve 

not ’cAnfen'tcd'' to *a lingl^ tkmg th’At I 
"hale requcftid 6t him'"' Agrceabl}^ to 
tvhit y6u vn'oteto me formerly concern- 
ing ’Mharajai 'Rathnarhin s 'kfiairs/ I 
■^lokc to' the Colonel, and at his'recom- 
mendabon appointed Mharajah Rajehul- 
inV to ixalAine thfc "accounts * ‘Golauin 
A'lleeCawii/and the ftidMhtojah, Weit 
h'ickwards and ibrwtards to the feeUiYor 
ffitecn or ‘lixtedh days together'] but 
Ilaniiikrain llfcithei' gave them a 'Angle 
'paper, nor a vmter to'drffcnd them Af- 
’’tenl'ards ihe Colonel talne and laid4o 
ile, “ We Europ^ns do not under- 
lUnd the 'country adtounis, 1 -mil lend 
ir\Jihara^ah Ramnaram to ‘you ; he Ihilll 
not "be dnimired, but you may examine 
his accounts ydlirfelf ' This I ■d'oUlft 
hot cdnfeht to rifeVerthclefs, thfe 'nekt 
day he fent him to me, contrary to my 
tviD, with Mr Watts Smce that daj', 
to the prifcnt moment, he (Ramnalam) 
protradis tlie time in gomg backwards 
and foAVaids, and fixing the bihe for 
prcpahng hit’p^pers, but he'has nbt jirh- 
Hticcd b fingle paper, nor paid a fidglc 

covbry, 



TrnnfpBions hi Bengal. 21 i 

cowry, nor delivered over the charge of 
a rupee’s v, :01th of the country. Tho’ 
I have complained, no one would liftcn 
to me, nor give me redrefs. Ever fince 
my arrival here, tlie Enghfli feepoys 
have been Rationed at the gates of the 
city, and would not permit my people 
to pafs and repafs. Mr. McGwire being 
fomewhat mdifpofed, I went to fee him. 
at the fadtory ; and from thence I went 
to the Colonel, and fat down and con- 
verfed witli him. He delired, that on 
Tuefday the 12th of Zeckaada, I would 
go into the Kella, and on Friday the 
15th, caufe the Cootba to be read, and 
ficcas ftruck in the name of his'Majefty. 
This I agreed to, and returned home. 
When the officers of my troops heard 
tliat I was going into the Kella, they 
reprefented, that they ffiould have fre- 
quent occalion to come to me, in order 
to lay their requefts and petitions before 
me 5 and that till the feepoys, &c. were 
taken off, they could not pafs and repafs 
without interruption ; that when Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Allee Cav/n, and Na- 

P 2 hr-ool- 
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^.•J upon 

ttegafeife tdl thtyv^ere taken 

9?Jol5fiSr'I^B“l4jxnotj bci able ,to "pafej 
i^'^B^rtJtfecreforCr that! the fccpovp 
®‘i5a™®f>/j9TC,difpoiit]on, frcquendv 
credit in paffing. dfad 
P9£fe»i>n&Ae!5_pieccK to themy and that 
people^ were proud and 
is .tl}at£, deputes mieht anfe 

^ts^llcjttr te,the,CoIonel. requdW 
^ffP^ldtf^etpffijthe reepoys frtim the 

KeS’ U' ‘^5!^'“ ^ ^o-Jdago to the 
iSsUa Upon^the receipt of -this letterl 
contained, no morey thaat^hat I 
^vejJKTC.nieptipned, thr Colon el lavas 

?91 and flew intofluch a 

^a^Lhs,faId„he would fend foe the Km ’ 

W.Bpd.told Golauna.AUfcc cSr? 

^ gntjfcnd troops to dnve them 
ncre^ {hcjljaqflcclared to me ,ltbo^ i ^ 

^ r 1 > 

rccom-» 
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recomirierid’ j and"j '''accordingly^ liS^ h'as 
fince told-nie iriyerfon/'ari'd’'b3/'^me 
brought by Mr. Watts "‘and"' SKeiltcCu*^ 
maul, that’ “ I muft- appoint' ISTuhdco'b- 
mar to theFougedarreeW Hbb^iy^^ive 
the government of Purn'ea ¥6 th8^Tdh’6¥ 
Allee Cooley Cawn,' reftofe ' Mu'ifuffb^ 
Alice (who plundered Nafii'-ool-moollf^s 


jewels to the amount of eight lacks' of 
rupees) to the Zemind^ree of Carfack- 
poor, reftore Camgar Cawii to ’the Ze- 
mindarree of Mey, and regulate the 
Zemindarrees of Radfhay and 'Diiiage- 
poor, according to his pleafurel’’ Tho^ 
I delired the Colonel to'appoirit a Miit- 
tafeddee, to examine the accounts of niy 
eight months government, ' and fet me 
free, he would not liften lo it. All my 
hopes of reliance are on your 'friendlhip 
and attachment to your engagements. 
This is the only confolation I have un- 
der my prefent afflictions ; it is the de- 
pendence I have upon your word that 
keeps me alive, without this, it would 
be impoffible to furvive them. My hopes 
were, from the revenues of this yfo- 


P 3 vmoejj 
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' lui tfi mi ['o' m, ' mni , , 

Vince, to pay my debt, to the Compahy, 

and reduce the number or my, Jorccs j 
but notlung as'' jet done, I apprehend 
the i^wpoys will alTemble, as m Mecr 
JatSer Alec Cawn s time, and put my 
hfe in danger, and bnng ihame and dif- 
honor upon^ my family In the eight 
months of my ^vemment, I have tcarce 
had leifurc to dnnk a httle water, I have 
not had a mmutc’s time to eat or enjoy 
llcep The four months that I have been 
here, mvolved m troubles, I have not 
enjoyed the leaft happinefs, except m 
the confidence I have m yourfnendihip 
My Ihame and diihonor art compleated, 
and I have no one to complain, to but 
you j I hope you will fpcedily wnte me 
m what manner I can cxtncatc myfclf 
from thcfe difiiculties, and eftablilh my 
credit and reputation Every particular 
of what I have now wrote has befallen 
me, God is my witncfr, and Mr 
M'Gwire is acquainted rVith every cir- 
cumftances I am forty that you, who 
arc my patron, and the partaker of my 
aifliflions, Ihould at this time be at fuch 
adiftance. 



"Ti-anfaBions in Bengal. 215 

a dijftance, and that fo much time ihould 
be taken up in writing and receiving let- 
ters. The rains are come on, and the 
feepoys wages daily increafe. The af- 
fairs of .the country fall every day into 
greater confufion, and every thing con- 
tributes to make my life a burthen to 
me 3 my hopes are in your favor, Tor 
God's fake make no delays if you do, 
my affairs are utterly ruined. Now this 
remains that you, who are concerned in 
my welfare, come here yourfelf, or fend 

for me to relate my forrows to you. 

\ 

hi the Nabobh own Hand. 

All affairs here are at an end, and die 
ruinous fituation of 'my affairs, at diis 
place', has rendered my cafe defperate. I 
have wrote to you every particular, and 
hope from your benevolence, that you 
will confider every fyllable, and fpeedi- 
ly redrefs my complaints. 


P 4, 


hxtradi 
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ll Jnal {ff olni " gnn'^ v1 amia 

to 

o^r Junt,i 7 .„i 76 is‘ 

i-jiyESa^ERDTAYilI fctilyoniby'thtt 
l3nrX>3mc4nrlofiMr'>M‘G\vird a Jetttel^ 
coniauiing alLlheinewsirthe contents of 
■jvhich ^6uTiviUi\indtHlaiid ‘ Liaft night 
CoWneH'Codte.jmadc' an intertainment 
foSthelDntchjuand^'wa^ making incrry’ 
Hts-guirdsiwirc ftationed all Vound thfi 
RtUio About) twfelvc at mght Mhara- 
jaiuRamharain coUfe&ed^hiS* piojild^to- 
^etheTH’didJiyitJ \^^)fdhtoithe ColonelJ 
that! had ^OtmT' troops in readineli td 
dttackiithe Kella itr thctnibfnln^, and 
thatliTould Ipareueitherof ihdtn Th'd 
Colonel? being deceited'ibyi the fbare, 
gotThis peoplc'oready MyiHiicafrai 
broughomeintelhgetltc of itj but I giVe 
nodredittoit -This mornmg Mr WittS 
dntercdl my* pnvatc 'apartment, ■which‘55 
heartheZenaiiS, kalhng ont, “ Whefe 
fsitheiNahQh'?t’l&nd then ftopt. Aftc^ 
himj Colonel Goote, in a great paSldn 
■ofith his horfcmen. Peons, Seepoys and 
others, with ^ cocked piftol in -jcach 

1 jcihpnd, 
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^and, came Iwearing^ into my tent. It 
To Happened, - that ' I '' was ' afled'p ' in^^tHo 
2enana> ^and none ^ 'of my^ ’^i’e 

pt;efent* .How Ihall^Ixjtpre’fsiHe nnbe^ 
coming manner in f which ftiie'^Colonel 
went about from tenttotenb, mthithir-? 
ty-fivehorfemen and twohundredfeep6ys> 
calling out, “ Where i is ethe,Nabob'<B'” 
He left fome of his people, at Jthe^ Zcr-' 
nana and Dewanconna, and went towards 
the, fouth tent. ^ The' eunuch of J the 
Serai and -Mr. Watts’ prevented: zhis' eh-; 
tering," faying, -the Nabob is afleep/>^d 
this is the- private tent -of the Zenanas 
The Colonel returned, and proceeded 
through my whole army, and feeing -e'- 
very one- without arms,- on any prepara-^ 
tions, went back -to the Kella. This 
bafe -f man is ungrateful, treachemus; 
and intent only on mifehief ^ and to-fup- 
port fuch a wicked man, 7 who- has: not 
any fear of Qod, and has .evfen -forgot 
himfelf, is to give caufe TordcOntihual 
animofties. > This you'.never fufpedted. 


* Thfetjrlgjnal is, uttering God-daminees, 
'f Ramnarain. 
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He js arrived i at this pitch f now, and_ 
God knows .what lengths he will go to 
hercaftfer In the beginning of the night, 
unknown to me, he ftruck liccas, to Ihow, 
his own zcdl, and he before hand vyith 
me, andtpafled, them At midnight he 
fct onifootthis difturbance I appeal to 
your judgment, what fliame and i dif- 
grace the news of this event will bring 
upon me ml the mmds of my enemies 
and equals, Aom this place to the bounds 
of Hmdoftan a lofs of honor is not to 
bei retheved. ,Yourhave fevcrol times 
wfote me with grcatafTurances of fhend- 
lhip,ithat the Enghlh ttoops were mine, 
and'undcr my command The mcaneft 
wretches would not have behaved as theft 
people have done In what manner Will 
my troops behave to me, after feemg 
thefc thingslNotwithllandmgall thecare 
I have taken, and ftill continue ^ to take. 
It IS impoiBble for me to prevent this 
traitor from breeding diffentiDns, and 
giving my life and honor to the winds. 
If you are determmed to countenance 
him, my buhneis is at an end j yon may 

then 
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th^n inveft him witli the Suhahfhip, and' 
I ihall be contented with the continu- 
ance of your friendfliip alone. If you 
approve of continuing me in the Subah- 
fliip, fend orders without delay for his' 
difmiffion, and an enquiry into his ac- 
counts. There is great danger in delay,' 
and it will tend to my detriment. If this 
traitor is allowed the lead: occafion or op- 
portunity, like a fnake half killed, he 
will never leave off his venom or inve- 
teracy, but will throw eveiy thing into 
confulion, and then all your endeavors 
will prove ineifecSual ^ there is an end^ 
to every thing. It is now the time to, 
give me a definitive anfwer, and to fend 
exprefs orders upon this fubjedt to the 
gentlemen, 'who have been, and are the 
dupes of his craft and deceit. As it was 
incumbent on me, I have now told- you 
every thing ^ the refl I leave to you and 
your lefolutions. 


ExfraB 
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j tdi NitB-attvt ' sjT >£5#^ 

-rnr ibul 2fii«S lo cj^nawpilnoa b/-d jfil 

Jane ITJ 

■n(?7>^j‘-n (bt /oijriv> Y) ■’dJ'"' la 
^^qn[T>HIS( jnortung. IrforwardedajDti 
il -“oija Ifcttcr Received laft nighidrom 
liife- Excellency ^Jand this -ndll indofe'a-' 
nothfcr.j'atjwlUch your furpnze will not 
be greater thaa,^mne was, when the 
^Jaboh fentrJne ^dvjcc ofi.the treatment 
hcihadjmet with this morning from the 
^Ipncl ^myletter jefterday, I offetod 
itjaj my; opimonj either immediately, to 
have Ramnaraih diCniffed, or to come 
yourfelfito fettle matters here, otherwxfc 
tljepoorNabobmnft fall^ Ihave notheard 
any thing from the Colonel concenungi 
tins affair j or of his motives, further 
tkan that he expreffed himfelf yefterday, 
diffatisfied with the Nabob, for fending 
him word, that he would not com the 
lic^s, or read the Cootba, tdl the guards 
were^ta^ off the city gates But noi 
doubt he will wnte the account of his 
ptocecebngs, and give you rcafons for 
bus cqnduft. I forefaw m fomc degree 

the 
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the bad confequences of giving fuch am- 
ple powers to your commanders iii chief. 
Few men can brook the doling any part 
of the authority wherewith they aie 
veiled 5 and fewer flill,"Avho' can fup- 
port that authority with moderation. If 
you cannot come yourfelf, as I -iirtd^ thd 
gentlemen at Madras will not fend the 
regiment, have not you the 'power to 
recall him, and confine' the Major to 
military operations only ^ ‘1 am perfua-' 
ded, this - Gentoo' Rajalr has laid' a 
trap, into which the Colonel has fal- 
len, by railing a report, that the Nabob 
intended to attack the city as lafl night.. 
However, when the Colonel arrived at 
his tents this morning, there was hot- 
even his cullomary- guard there ; and as 
there were not tire leaf: grounds or ap-^ 
pearances of hoftility on his Excellency’s 
part, the engagement is defen ed till a- 
nother opportunity. I have fent the 
Nabob word, to bear with his treatment 
a few days longer till your anfwer arrives, 
and not to take any hafly ’ determination r 

' ^ ^thereon, 


* Ramnarain. 
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thereon, that lyou wiUi.pcrtamly bear 
hirn throijghj. buttjie apprehends^ daily 
infults froip hi? pwn ppopje, now they 
j find hej is infulted pubhckly by the Eng- 
bhh, by whpip they' were before kept in 
Ibme awe i If you find yourfelf unable 
( to carryithetNabob through his prefent 
jdilBcultics, Jet, the Rajah be, declared 
Subah, and lef this miferablc great man 
return inglorious, dilgraced, and delpi- 
fed jto Moorifiedahyd, there to enj^y a 
fin^leday o| quiet, tp which he has be^n 
an enttre^ftranger eyer fince his,amval 

W m ' ! 

I I A,M| toldj^^c ^jaE ftnick Cccas 
yefterday in the Mint, ,if fo (and, J cf- 
teem my authonty good) it is plain that 
he IS certain of fucceeding j to the go- 
vernment of this place, for he had not 
pcrmiffion from the Nabob to aft in this 
manner 

His Excellency s Moonlhee is juft ar- 
rived I allvcd him the purport of the 
letter he wrote the Colonel He fays 
it amounted to this , “ That he would 
come into the Kelfa agreeable to appomt- 

ment. 
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ment, but that his Zemindars would not 
acquiefce thereto, until our guaids were 
taken off of tlie city gates, that they 
might have libeity to enter and go out 
when they thought proper; that this 
being granted, he would enter the Kella, 
and then and there ftrike the £ccas, and 
i*ead the Cootba.” But as the Nabob 
will tranfmit you a copy of the letter, I 
refer you to it. 

I WILL now fuppofe the Nabob to 
have refufed complying with the ftrike- 
ing the ficcas, and reading the Cootba, 
as alledged againfl him (but before this 
comes to hand you wdl know to the 
contrary, by his having previous to this 
fent orders to Mooifliedabad, Dacca, &c. 
to ftrike the ficcas on the 25 th of this 
moon, being a lucky day, and of thefe 
his intentions he has wrote the King). 
Was this areafon for the Colonel’s going 
armed to his tent ? or has he authority 
to a6t in this manner unnoticed ? Should 
he not have -complained of the Nabob’s 
diaving broke his promife to him, that 
the board might' take notice of his be- 
havior ^ 
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havior f May not the Nabob with juf- 
tic&fayr that- he has purchafcd a |hck 
to brCfik his own. head f Ip fhort. Sir, it 
appears plainlj^ to me, that the board 
meets with more infult from this ftep 
than the Nabob, who throws himfelf on 
them fof protc&on, 
flAD the Nabob formed the defign 
of forably taking poflcflion of the city, 
could tvp not have had Hircarras, to 
have given the earhcft intimations of hn 
firft motions to this proceeding, without 
the Colopel s taking it for granted, and 
gomg, with two compames of feepoys, 
and a troop of horfc, to the Nabob s 
tents, two gumes before, the day broke f 
The Nabob continues to rcqueft you 
will give his letters a careful pcrufaj, 
without fliowing them to your Moon- 
fhcc 

Copy of a Letter from Mr M'Gwirc to 
Mr Vanlittart Dated Jbne 1 8, 1761 

“ T Wrote you laft night to enclofe 
an account from his Excellency, 
letting forth the fituation he was in, and 

the 
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tlle’city ,'^'that hc*'had'takeA’the^ncccf-’ 
liiry ^precautions,^ ’tfie’ ni^ht ’ before, to*' 
prevent any'fucii'dAiign’ taking* place 
and p,tl^e pocmng went himfelf to fee ^ 
the Nabob, (taking tyith him his troop) 
to let hip and his forces know, that ho 
■was got ’to be terrified I obferved to 

h^) ‘ that \he’ Nabob’ intended to keepi 
to his 'agreement but his Jemmatdars ' 
were’ airerfej'to' it,'' unlcls they might ' 
com'c ih, and"go, out, 'vvhen. they thought ’ ' 
pro^r ' He re^llei^i he was fo far from 
hindering theiii,“'that’ he had confent^d 
to put fome oi the Naboh’s pwplc Chow- 
keys on the gate, together with his. own j 
tliat the intention of keeping thole Chow- 
keys there, was to keep” out the rabblp 
of his army To-morrow waa the day 
fixed upon for lliikmg the ficcas i and ’ 
whdft the Colonel remained here, Mr 
Watts arnyed with a mefliage &om. the 
•Nabob, to whom I underftand the Cor 
lonel lent him, with fome terms o£ ac-‘ 
comraodanons, as I imagine, for after 
a pnvatc conference m my chamber, he 
told him. when, he came out, to return 

to - 
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to the Nsihob, .and know if he would 

' , I 

Unke the £eeaa to-morrow- Here you -5 
^ have all I k^iow of the matter.” 

< 1 ( ' ^ i 

Copy of a Letter from the Nat oh to Co^ 

lonel CooYe. June 15, 1761 

' ; » 

TT was agreed, that on Tuefday) . 

A the 1 2 th of the month >Zeecada, I 

i , 3 ^ J 

fliQ\ild enter the Kella, and publifh with 
your 'concurrence the Cootba, and ficcas, 
in the name of his facred and high Ma- 
jefly; conformably thereto, I was re- 
folved upon going to the Ke.lla. The 
Riflaladars and Jemmatdars, with me, 
hearing of this^ reprefented to me, that , 
from the continuance of the guards of 
feepoys, at the gates of the city; their 
paffing and repaffing would be obftrudt- 
ed ; that in the time of the Nabob Jaf- 
fier Allee Cawn, and the Nabob Nalir- _ 
ool-moolk, deceafed, it never happened, 
that Telingas had the guard of the gates 
of the city, and that till thofe guards 
were taken off they would not go. For 

0^2 this 

^ Referred to in the NabobVand Mr. M^Gv/ire^s 
Lqtteis. 



2?8 A.Nasratrv^ v 

tlu&re^on,! t^ubJ?;_,yoi},|jthat it,iSjne- 

,ce%y, to,ti\k^,offdie,T5|iijga^,ffom the 

g^es^qfith? c^ty, _f^4t,Jimay,gq,tp the 
Sella,, aaiipuen^ with you. to thoipubh- 
5j^oi;,pf tjie Cgotbq aadficcas , and thefe 
people, as they defire, may have free 
tpgreft apd, cgrefrito and from, me 
JtjDOif ttOj ablblutcly neceflary to 
pnt^ a ftpp, as foon, as poffible, to fuch 
dangerous) ammolities, as feemed' to 
threatitp the , country with a new war, 
if. loft no, tune m laymg before th? coun- 
the repr^feataoon I h^ received of 
■|hi3 infult offered the Nabob, by Colo- 
nel Coote, and requefted them to apply 
an cffeiftual remedy to fuch difordcrs 
The following is a copy of my letter de- 
livered into council, die 26th of June 

‘Gentlemen, 

I “ TT is with the utmoft concern I 
_ X lay before yop two letters, receiv- 
I ltd laft night from the Nabob, contam- 
ing a detail, of feme late occurrences at 
Patna, which ferve to Ihew how muqh 
the prefent happy traaquihty of thefe 
provinces 
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provinces Is thieateried by' the' efFedts of 
tlie violent prejudices, -which were takeii 
up foon after the late Nabob JafRer^Af- 
lee Cawn religned his governments^ and 
have been fo indullrioufly ' propagated 
ever fince. ^ j 


The urgency of the prefent circum- 
ftances, will not allow me time to enter 
into a detail of the feveral fads, which,, 
when collected, will fhew the truth df 
what I have above alTertedS' fuch 'a de- 
tail fhall be my next work ; ’ and I -will 
engage to prove, that thofe prejudicds 
are the foundation of the prefent dan- 
gers. But firft let us endeavor, as far as 
in us lies, to remedy the dilbrder, and 
guard againft thefe dangers. “ ‘ 

I SAY as 'far as in us' hes, becaufe our 
future orders may perhaps be as little 
regarded as our paft. If the officers 
commanding our troop's had attended 
to the inftrudions we fent them, the 
difputes at Patna had hot continued till 
this time, nor been carried to fo dange- 
^rous a length. 

. t I 


CL3 


Ramna- 
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I '/on ^robil j ^'1/ c 

Ramharain tBie,Naib, or deputy of 

, iinsi tnA iiTi {} 1 > bnini ' 'O 

that province, naa been ever remarka- 
ble' fo? liW''c 4 {lacity’m"the arts and 'in- 
trl^fes^tf tbis*^ country''-'^ He- foon diC- 
cofeed h’ow'man'yhil taken' up prcju- 
dicS^agauifl: tile prefent Nabob) Coffim 
Alice Cawn, and who they were, he 
had,bPlon^ acMiint to'fettle-of hi8 three 
'or four ye^ ^dmunftration, and fought, 
with too much’ liicccfr, to engage fuch 
ai'he knew to be' already bialTed againll 
the Nal3ob,''lo* fuppo'rt' him in refuiing 
Of evading the 'rendermg'an account’ of 
his adnumftratidn ' ‘ 

CoMpleat tranflabons '6f 'the Na- 
bob s two ' letters fliall be laid ' before 
14 " I . 

you at our next meeting As yet they 

hav^'paffed under no eyes but my ownj 
hccillfe I think' it highly nccellary we 
"fliould conceal, as much at poffible, from 
thcPworld, the extreme ill ulage which 
the'Nabob has 'received Thanks tohis 
moderation, and his entire dependence on 
ouf juftice'and good faith, the open hof- 
tihbes, which fecm to have been mtend- 
ed, were for that time avoided 3 what he 

may 
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may have been forced to, befoie now, is 
a fubjed in my mind of much uneafinefs. 

TriE moil material' cifctimflances of 
the Nabob’s letter, are ^efe, follo^^i,ng, 
(Here follows a recital of them agreea- 
ble to the cont^hts of the letter^^already 
entered.^ <■ - , 

This, gentlemen, is, the fubftahce of 
the Nabob’s Ifetter,^. dated .the i6th of 
Juiie. The other, of the fou'r 

tains the relation of a fa£t, yet rnlore fur- 
prifing and alarrning: (Here follb'ws the 
account of Colonel Coote’s behayior, in 
tb'e Nabob’s camp, as relalted in the Na- 
bob’s fecond letter already entered.) 

-Thi^,' gentlemen, is thefa^as relat- 
ed'in the Nabob’s fecofid letter, to,wb,ic}i 
he adds a ftrong repr^fentatiori of the 
ill effeds, which fuch am affront pUt up- 
on him, muft have on reputatioh in 
all parts of India, and even among his 
own people; and he concludes, with re- 
quiring juftiOe to be dSohe him. 

No accouiit of this affair is yet ar- 
ri^eh- from the Colonel ; but: albng with 
the Nabob’s letters I received one from 

0^4 Mr, 
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HO%;5,o^<Ji,<flit9tJl.,>5iJ'jft-foni(jito haniU! 
C(j^fCSj(fi/[,fuc^j)ami/>f thcfc ,a$t relate'/ 
to^thji^_„apujjl[h^ve annexed i^ereunto j 
and^as,, I rega|:dic,Aat' gentleman always/ 
aa^^rp<;m^erp^ 5 )fjthe B^iard, and. of theJ 
S^(;i^iCopiimt^, Iithmk feme regardj 
is_jto,jb^}ip4o9'i^®' uponi the) 
Hate of_,^ffap 3 ,o;^ th^ifpot where he is,l 
nc^tj^it|illan^gj the Colonels refulalg 
t<^ ije gui,de(i,by, ^tjeven to reply to the; 
tnfeu^ou^we yldj;effe4.to him and, Mr 
. i 0) i 
^Th A,t,j gentleman has however tranf- 
B^itted me, .from tune, to time, Recounts 
of ,,what has been paffing at Patna , and 
o^{c^ed^t^ me m two or three, different 
letters, that he fufpefted, from the ma- 
ny |Unreafon^le apphcations made to thti 
l^bofifi and, f;-om other cu-cuinftances,r 
that therp ^as, a. fettled and fixed defigm 
ofJjpngmgjtlyngs to an, extremity I 
*®5nf°°i= of the meafurcs 
ts^pp)^ere,^d ,w^chi fliall be particu- v 
lairpi^ mjio I^arrativc I propofe , to Jay 
/foem^ to favpr fuch an opi- 
ijr 1 nionj 
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V 

nion j yet I could never bring myfelf to 
believe, that prejudice could hurry men fo ' 
far, as to make them carelefs of the |ire- 
fent happy tranquility of thefe provinces 
in general, and of the Company’s valua- 
ble poffeffions I and delirous of putting 
tiiefe bleffings, and the lives of thoufands 
to riik, by opening a fcene of frefh trou- 
bles, which could not fail to fucceed the 
going to war with the Nabob without 
reafon, and without provilion made for 
the- better regulation of the government 
after his death or expullion, fuppoling 
one of thefe to be the confequence of 
our taking up arms againft him, as it 
probably , would. Belides thefe reflec- 
tions, another confideration prevented 
my giving credit to there being really 
fuch a deflgn, and which indeed would 
have led me to hold the deflgn, and the 
authors, in contempt, if I could have 
' perfuaded myfelf fuch did exift 5 I 'mean 
the repeated orders of the Select Com- 
mittee to the commanding oflicer of the 
army to flipport and aflifl: the Nabob, 
which I thought fuflicient to prevent any 

bad 
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badJeffi^ But thisiafiairas growamore 
fenouaithaml could have imagined 
mWjBENilI confider the fi^uent reprO-i 
fcntationsl mide to the iBoard, both by 
Major-'Carnic and Colonel Coote^ of {ho 
httlctfemcca to be^eotpeaed from the 
Nabob sItroopsf,rthat he wai incapable 
even dficaJUng am ordinary Zemindar to 
account without i ouriafliftance j when 1 
Confider Midi that ^ not only the city of 
PatnaJ hue all' the reft of the fironticrd 
of the Nabob's domimons> are and have 
been' defended by onntroopr, as Beer- 
boom,' Midnapoor and Chittagong, I 
find It almofl impoffibltf to perfuade my- 
Iclf* thei Colonel could really think the 
Nabob had a,dcfign to aflault the<aty , 
and if he could entertain- fuch a thought, 
he Ihould have let the Nabob begmf the 
affiiUlt, m'which- he could not poffibly 
have' fiitceeded, and then the whole 
"world would ‘have been convinced that 
the Nabob was m the wrong < 

T But* whatever might have been the 
Colonel e defign, his lally,. as related m 
the Nabob 6 fecond letter, was fo con- 
duced. 
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du6ted, as^ mighV naturally have? been 
expected to produce fome dHlurbance dn 
the NaboVs camp, and of that thedm- 
xnediate confequence' would have been 
a general engagement between two^ arr 
mies, which I have always, regarded as 
adting in concert as ftridt friends and air 
lies : I have faid, gentlernen, and f rcr 
peat it, that it was owing to the Nabob’s 
moderation, , and his entire confidence in 
our jullice and good faiths, that hofiili- 
ties did not immediately follow, .this af- 
frontput upon him. But as I am doubt- 
ful what further ,meafures may have been 
purfued to this timej ■ ' 

Ido therefore, in the firft place/ fo_- 
lemnly proteil againft thofe whom it may 
concern, for all the bad confequences 
that may eniue before the diredtions of 
the Board hereupon can reach the army ; 
and declare myfelf not accountable for 
the blood that may be Ipilt,, the diffcur- 
hances that may lay wafte the country, 
and the lojOfes : which' the Company in 
particular mayfuftain in their polfeflions, 
hy any meafnres which may> be purfued 

in 
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in^iont/adiftion'td'theorderi of the Sei 
le& G^inhuttce,' ' coiroboratcd ■ ind ’’con- 
firmed ‘by^rcjicated'' letters' from'myfclf 
td the fconllnand'crs of our army, to whomj 
as' well as td the'Nabob,‘ I have conu- 
nUaHy'recommended reciprocal refpeiS: 
and fncndthip's and moderation m all 
difiercnces of''6puuon 
. 'AiND'^m'the next place I do propolh, 
and< moft ftrehuoafly recommend to the 
board; to come to fuch relolutions, as 


niiy heft 'tedd’to'" prevent any danger of 
this'unexpeded kind m' future , and par- 
ticularly, that' the charge of the army 
•may be given to fome officer who’ will 


obey our orders " " ‘ ‘ 

Th I s 'account of the l^tuation of af- 


fairs at Patna bemg read m the council, 
bccafioncd very fenous rtfleaions j for 


indeed there was great reafon to' fear, 
that as' Colonel Coote had proceeded to 
lb great alength againfl: the Nabob, fom'e 


other aggravation would have happen- 
ed, and ' open hoftihties have enfued 
•And as the King s departure from Patna 
fome days before had made it needlefs 


to 
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to 'keep fo large a force there 5 : therefore 
to prevent further difputes with the Na- 
bob, it was determined by the majorityii 
that Colonel Coote-and Major , Carnac 
Ihould be ordered down to Calcutta, 
leaving only four companies of infa^try^ 
and two battahons of feepoys, und^er-the 
command of captain Carfiairs, the fenipr 
officer of the Company’s, troops there, 
after major Carnac 5 and that captain 
Carilairs ffiould aft entirely under the 
orders of Mr. McGuire, the. chief of the 
faftory. Meffieurs Amyatt and -Ellis 
gave it as their opinion, that Colonel 
,Coote ffiould have the choice' of coming 
down to Calcutta, or remaining at Patna j 
but as this would not have removed the 
danger which threatened the province, 
from the ill-will thofe gentlemen bore 
againft the Nabob, the motion was over- 
ruled by the majority, Meffieurs Van- 
littart, Sumner and Smith. 

The foregoing reprefentation of Co- 
lonel’s Coote’s faUy to the Nabob’s camp 
is fuch, as was immediately tran&iitted 

-,by 
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byitheJNaboH bilt/w! jult to infert thci} 
Colonels ‘owmoccoimt ofuit ) <i ' i « 

i M tj’!)- j/i lutA !l I UK 1 K 

C<i}y^ofia.^Lett^,,froin ^olonel Copte/o , 

“ TH the poiHcnptof mylcttej-of the, 
/i 3 thTiilbmt,' I acqnamted you of 
the Nahoh Sfhaving^becn with me j and 
byithc qonvcrCition I had with him, Ra>-^) 
jcbuUub and Gohun AUec Cawn thatij 
day, I had all the rcafon to expciS, that ' 
I flionld foon have bis affairs fettled to 
the (aasfafliDft of eieery body, and my 
own credit. I likewifc informed you, 
of his agreeing to prodaun the King, 
this day He alkcd mc,i whether it 
■would not be proper foe him to come 
mta the Rclla on this occafion ? I told 
him. It was a very proper ftep, and what 
1 had longwdhed for, as by that means i 
, 1 could be oftencr with him than my 

health would pemut me now Upon 
which, he faid he would come m on 
Wednefday the jyth j and alfced me, if 
I would pay him a vlfit that day upon 
hi^ amval ? I rcphed, that I would with 
pleafurc , 
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pleafure ^ and that I would likewilq wait 
Qn hin>. the morning he intended pro- ' 
claiming the King, receive a drefa from 
hina, and proceed in public with him to 
the Mofque 5 and told him, that as I had 
wrote to all Zemindara of the cbuntry, ' 
to come in and fettle their accounts with 
him, and had promifed to write to the 
King by tire Vakeel, I thought the more 
public we appeared together, it would 
have the greater weight . in tranfabting 
his affairs 5 on this occahon the ‘Nabob, = 
and his attendants above-mentioned, ex- 
preffed their fatisfaiSlion in the ffcongeff 
terms- 

He then alked me to have our fee- 
poys taken off the gate^ of the city.' In 
anfwer I told him, it furprized mo he ’ 
fhould ffni harp on thatfubje< 3 :, as^thad 
before given him fufbcient reafons of - 
their utihty ; and added, that thofe fee- 
poys were a. part of his army, and under - 
the command of captain Robertfon, and 
weie therqfoie ready to obey his orders; 
that the diredtions I had given captain 
Robertfon were, that they ihouldc ffop ' 

nobody 
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^nobody belonging 'to the 'Nabob from 
‘ palling and repalling into the city. Only 
not to deliver the gates to an armed force 
, without my order, and to keep their poll 
quiet- That he had himfelf often de- 
clared he had no command over his own 
forces , and that it was very well known, 
that thofc very forces had formerly an 
intention (and were near putting it m 
execution) to plunder the city j that at 
this particular tim e I had but very few 
troops with me, and therefore, for his 
fecunty as well as my own, 1 could not 
be too much on my guard He like- 
wife alkcd me, if he fhould brmg m 
Ibmc of his principal people to refide 
■with him ? I rephed, by all means 
they then took thiir leave fccmmgly ve- 
ry well latisfied 

1 REAED nothmg from him after- 
wards till the 15th at mght, when he 
fent me by one of his Chubdars a let- 
ter (thepopy of which I now mclofe you, 
together with others relative to the tranf- 
affions here) requiring an immediate an- 
fwer The method of his fendmg the 

letter. 



/ 


^ raufa^ilons' in B N G A L . ^241 

better, and the purport of it furprifed 
me not a little, and I fent for Golam 
Alice Cawn, who was then in the houfe, 
to come to my room, and adced hirn, if 
he knew the purport of the letter I had 
juft received from the Nabob. He faid, 
that before he left the Durbar, he heard 
there was a letter to be fent ; and by what 
he could find, he thought a very impro- ' 
per one after what had pafled at our laft 
meeting, and wiftied, that the Nabob 
had better advifers 5 I told him I wifhed 
fo too, and that I thought it muft appear 
very odd, after I had wrote that morn- 
ing to the King, and that I had fent 
circular letters to the Zernindars, to 
come and fettle their accounts with him 
as Subah, to have the ceremony of pro- 
claiming the King performed, m the ca- 
pital of the province, by his fervant, a 
.Gentoo, whilft he, a Muflulman, re- 
mamed in his camp in the neighbor- 
hood. This affair feemed to me to be of 
fuch confequence, that I defired to have 
nothing more to do with meffages, but 
defired to fee himfelf next day. When 
Vo^. I, R I was 
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I'waa infonned that’the Nabob wouldnot 
coiie ,'i andibyimteUigenceja tbat*he had 
moibofi ibis'! Jenunatdarfr m confultation 
witbhimjil, at night, fent' to captain 
Rob^rtfon, to kcepia good'look'out, and 
fee that mo mi&hief was' donej and I 
likcwife fent Hircarras into has camp, to 
obferve what paffed, and bring me an 
'^acc'oWt '' Ar’midmght I was acquamt- 
ed, that their guards were doubled, and 
a great iUr among them This I find, 
hy'thfe following expreffion of Golam 
Allee Cawn, was partly loccafioned by 
Coja Gregory,’ iwhich ho has fince dtopt 
in I company' with Mr Watts, that he 
'was notafraid to tcU Coja Gregory, at the 
time he was ordermg it, that u would 
be produdhve of no good, and mult 
give offence to the Colonel Next mom‘- 
iDg, m order to be better aequamted how 
things went,i I thought it ncccflary to 
go with my ufual attendants, to the Na- 
bob's tent, to fpeak with him about thofe 
matters, and findmg he was nof up, I 
departed, leaving Mr Watts with him, 
to let him know how fenfible I was of 
' his 
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looMed on in affair^ of any'confe- 
quenct' to ^trbuljle'ihein with , 'but as a 
common 'btcurrence, I related it m'my 
private correipondcncc' with Mr Van- 
littaft(in my letter'of the 19th of June, 
to'^whidh'I'I ' beg IcaVe to refer you) 
whofe* weight ^with the Nabob, as it 
leemed' to me,* might ha?c been fuf- 
fiaent to fettle' any httle pomts of vari- 
ance 'Bit to my great furpnze, the 
moll Icanilalous'conllni&ons arc put 
upon all' my aflaons, and the greatell 
falfehbods, no fooner propagated than 
credited I 'which word has any weight; 
Wdl evidently appear by the letter be- 
fore-mentibued, and what follows 
On the i6th of June m the evenmg, 
havmg had different reports brought me, 
concenung the Nabob b proceedmgs, ' 1 
told captain Eifer, I mtended paymg him 
a vifit next mommg, to endeavor to fet- 
tle matters with him and at fupper 
lime, defired that gentleman to order the 
troopers, and my ufual attendants, to be 
ready a httle after day-hght About fix 
o clock next morning, I fet out from 

my 
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where i'faVdo^ for a liftle‘'tijno^ till, 
fin^4'&e Nabdh'did noFcome, dc-' 
fired captam'Erfer' to orddr two troopers,’ 
to fee that no body of ^troops came m at 
the back part of the tent j *and I now 
declare, that no one was placed on hw 
Zenana As the Nabob did not come, I 
Went away 1 and for the reft of this af- 
fair, I refer you to my letter to the Pre- 
fident 

The Nabob further accufea me, of 
having endeavored to obhge him to make 
up matters with Camgar Cawn, and the 
Curruckpoor Rajah I declare, I never 
mentioned them to him m any other 
hght than that, if he could not by any 
means take them, to make up matters 
with them , and that I particularly re- 
filled to fee their V ackcels , and never had 
any correlpondence with them, but by 
two letters, which I wrote them by the 
Nabob s defire j copies of which have 
been tranfinittcd to the Prcfident With 
regard to the Dinagepoor people, I was 
petitioned by thefons of the late Rajah 
(whofe country had been taken from 

them 
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i3tt£U59/-alpjo(l,iit9Ddcat]i ,r. Thii/ 
fhocjan^ .piec(; of crueUy,;, being 
thpught fuffic}entj,hc ipnt in irons, 
apd renjmne(i,4n>that Ctuation, till Mr 
Batfon^ thi;o lnS|hum^mty, with difficult 
ty,(by his,int;?fclb, got him freed from 
hisffiacklcs ^ b>Hj the popr old man Itill 
continues a pnfoncr As to Myrza Kcl- , 
ly Alice, L neycr mentioned him to the 
l^abob, nor hijs any body done it by any 
aYthority frpm me , The only pcrfon„' 
w|^o,fe mtejeft I urged, was the uphappy 
brptfiei; pf^MeerJofficr, with whom I 
was fpnnerly acquamted, and^ whom I 
found, on my joprpey to Patna, at Ra- 
jemahl,, flarving with a large family I 
begged the |Nabob to do fomethmg for 
him , and he ordered him one thoufand 
rupee^ fer month, chipfly through the 
interceffion of RajebuUub, who, by my , 
reqneft, ufed his mterelV on that occa- 
fionj hut, that poor man has not profit- 
ed by ffii^ m, the leqft, having hitherto , 
not received a iinglc rupee As there j 
was,a|rep9rt Ipread, that the Fougedar 
of Hoogly, was to be turned out, Mr 

1 : Watts 
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tha Colonel, had a furthef 
view m thli ijifult, to provoke the hja- 
bob to fome ad of delpcration* in Order 
to hifVC) a pretence to bring about the 
^ipcafurea planned for his dellru&on. 
Qertain it ic, the Nabob> hi this mllancei 
had too Unking an ezamplc of the dan- 
gers he had to apprehend, from the ViO- 
lenccjof the party formed againlihim 
1 

s‘e c T I o N vn 

f I 

Major Camac s Negotiations with the 
, King] and his Dilpntcs with the 
y Boarf 

ii ) li 

Afajar Canjic efcorts the Shahzada to the 
j Ltmifs^ fif the Provmce — Jtro Letters 
^ from the lottb Copies of bis Ad-^ 

£ d^ejfes^ fo that Prince — Mr Vaniit- 

-ftart’r Remarks on them Anfwer of 

j( the Council to Major Camac — Other 
1 Letters from 'Major Camac, Jhemng bis 
LtfreJpeS to the Board — Lbetr Orders 
in Confequence — Other Letters from 
Major Camac to the Board, ‘with Mr 
, ‘ VanlittartJ 
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appears ithataatwas'lfoliated,! non had 
Major)Camac anyaufhonty or orders to 
follicit fuck a grant ji which icould have 
ofjy lerpcd to render the breach between 
the Nabob and the Company ftiU more 
irreparable n i »- 

This isnot theonlyinllance of Major 
Camac s eagcmels to raife his own im- 
portance above ' the level of his fuperP- 
ors j it could only be by bis advice the 
King addrcfled his letters, fome to the 
Governor and Council jointly, but moft 
to the Councd only, without the Gover- 
• nor An addrels, as contrary to the cuf- 
torns of India, where they have no idea 
of more chiefs than one, as to the Com- 
pany s cftablilhcd order and method, 
which has always been for the Governor 
only, to carry on the country correlpon- 
dence The Major, although he ape 
proved of this innovation, when it lef- 
fcned the authority of the Governor, 
yet could carry on a corrclpondcncc with 
the King m his own name, and promif-, 
cd to continue the fame after his arrival 
in Calcutta The fam e arrogance and 

fclf- 
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to fiTheutruthiof/ thcfc reinarka on 
Major Carnac’a condoaryfljalll be judged 
of, by the following citrada from hj8 1«* 
tcTS, and the confultations of that time 

’ u ' ^ i ' I ' 

ExtraB of a Letter from Major Camac 
‘ to the Selc<a Committee Dated June 



“ "YT" OU‘ have not been plcsifed, genr 
JL tlemen, to allow me to have any 
thing to lay or do with regard to Ram- 
narain j but if it depended on me, I dcr 
dare no conlideration whatever fliould 
induce me to give my confent to remo- 
vmg a man,’ whom we* are bound to 
mamtain by engagements pnor to, and 
confequcntly more obhgatory, than any 
we may have liuce entered into with 
Coflam Alice Cawn I have had bints 
before with regard to this unfortunate 
Gentoo, to which, if I would have hft- 
cned, I might probably have turned my 
campaign to pretty good account i but 
indifferent as my circumftancea are, I 
thank God, I fcom enlarging them by 

t t 
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fent poflelEoas and pnvilcges, provided 
the proper pefhaif^i, be paid And m 
the fame letter, has made you an offer 
of the Dewannee of Bengal, on condi- 
tion of your being anfwerable for the 
royal revenues, , of which he declares, 
lie ^xpeits no account while Coffim Al- 
ice Cawn has the management thereof 
I do not chufe to venture fendmg you 
this letter, for fear it Ihould be loft, 
as I have no dnpheate of it, but ac- 
'quamt you with the purport, that you 
m^ be enabled to anfwet his Majefty , 
■Wmeh anfwer he-delires may be tranf- 
mitted to him 03 foorr as poffible 

Copy of a. TranJIatum of an Arzte, •wrote 
by Major Camac ip tbe King, •with the 
Kmg s Anfwer fiperfcnbeJ 
TT 13 above five months fince your 
A Majefty honored the tents of your 
faithful fervant with your prefence at 
Gya i and from your gracious will and 
pleafure, and m conlcqucnce of the ad- 
drcls and engagements of your fervant 
(devoted to your high and lacred court) 

m 
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diixEts' and' faftones-of commercb be- 
longing to'tht Company linn the empire 
of Indoftan,} aVCalcutta ip the Subah of 
Bengal andiMadfas,' andiBombay.jand 
the port of Snrat m the- diftn£b of Dec- 
cad In theffi four places, which' are 
the prmcipalofaitoncs lof the Enghfh 
Company, let the Company have the 
pnvdege of, a pimt m each, and let a 
funnud after the ufual form be granted 
foe the confirmation of the J.agheer of 
ColonohCkverifwho la one of the fenr 
vantstof the facred. court, 1 and the, pftr 
tron of this faithful fervant n whofe at- 
tachment and 'devotion are no^nQUSto 
the wholetempire) which tOjthia day he 
hasibeen honored with hytthe rpyal do- 
nations And let your Majefty, look up- 
on this your fervapt (who is^a, ftranger 
in thefe regions) a? one of the meaneft 
of the fervapta qf the court, nor forget 
or blot him from yopr remembrance , 
and to the faff bi^th of my hfe I (ha(l 
•ever pray, that the Almighty may make 
your Majefty (whofo dignity is equal to 
Solomon s) an honor and ornament to 

the 





*Cofy‘hf MP VajifitSait’^ Mtnuii/'and'lbe 
^^'Bjfoluiibns oj tbi'^Bodrd^ on^thPbdi^Qr s 
^'‘nitter ' ’'’ ■' '■ ' 

^#-1 ^ nj^ - 

/"I^HE Prcfidcnt cannot help ol^- 
' A femn^ on 'the foregoing, tlat 
inftead of fctting forth the attaclment 
which the 'En^lifli nation and the Co^ 
pan'y Tiavc always fhewn to the Mogul 

^ijiJt ji, /- *1. 1. ' 

government, and the lums they have cx- 
j^nded^m defeating the Kings enemies, 
the Ma^olks' whole thoughts are employ- 
ed m exprelling his own fervices and fi- 
dehfy , m co^nlideration of which he re- 
quells’, that^ thC| indulgencies therem 
mentioned may be granted to the Com- 
pany He has not fufficiently confider- 
cd,| that It IS the fcrvices of the Nation 
and the Company that Ihould be plead- 
ed and recorded on all fuch occafions, 
in order to mercafe their refped and re- 
putation in foreign countries fuch pleas 
may be ufed m favor of that Nation and 
(iompany in future times, when they 
have any thing to apply for, which is a 
refpea that will not be paid to any per- 

^ fonal 
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Copy' of a'^hetter from 'the' Gov(mor'\ 
and Caunpl (MejUurs Vanfiuart; A--- 
myatt/ 'EUiii Somncr and Smith) 

' Major Csiaac " Dated ]vii.y 6 j.^iybi 
" received. yo\ir'lettei! oft 

T V 'the 2 1 ft, encloling copy of two 
requefts you prefented to the Kmgy with’ 
anfwcrS'fubfcnbcd'by him Thofe an- 
fwers arc very" mdetermuiate, and fai* 
from eipreffing his confent. They are 
indeed no way fo favorable, as we think 
we might have expeded,' ooniidenng the 
good faith, candor and attachment we 
have {hewn him' m his nfioft diftrefled 
circumftances j and the fupphes of mo- 
ney he has teceived by our influence from 
the Nabob ' ‘ 

W E cannot help remarking upon the’ 
ftfle^pfj your requefts, as it may ferve 
for your better guidance on future pc-i 
cafions You have laid much of your 
own femces and attachment to the 
King, ' and neglected entirely lb fair 
and juft an opportunity of fetting forth 
the reputation and power of our Na- 
tion, the attachtnept which the Com- 
pany 
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containing an > offer to yourfelves of the 
Dcwani^eepfhengaf, and my unwiHing- 
nefi to fend a letter of fuch confequence 
by the 'brdinary conveyance I have 
likcwife fevcral other letters for you from, 
him, fome of a pubhc, and fome of a 
pnvate nature For fear therefore any 
inconvemence Ihould refult from their 
bemg delayed, I (hall give them m charge 
to enlign Swmton, with orders to con- 
vey them to you as fall as poffible, if the 
Colonel will give h i m pe!;imfEon I have 
done every thing for the fervice of my 
mailers, that the little power ypu, yrere 
willmg to mvell me with wopld sdmit 
of my domg I h^ve, obtained a pro- 
mife from his Majefty, under his, own 
hand, of his royal confirmafron of all 
your poffeffipns and privileges, provided 
you pay him a proper pefliculh, as has 
been always, , cuftomary, m return for 
fuch grants It rclls with you, whether 
or not you will be at the expence of 
procurmg them j if you intend it, it is 
neceflary you Ihould, without lofr of 
time, fend an ,able and trufty Gentoo, 

to 
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tcPdetauf tliem aftenyards. Earn at aloli'/ 
tcrfiird’out..*’lT'Oi ■''■fc'if i' I 

HowEVBit; Siriithat Ifmay execute;' 
my ordersi ivnthoutdpf? oE tunc, I je-i, 
queft you lyill deliver over the command,,, 
ordered tojrerpam heje,|to captam Car-,, 
Ibursji thcynpiayjljq fcleded hereafter j , 
and as his [ Excellency is defirous of 
coming qitothe city, you wdl order the ^ 
centnes nt^the gafes to be taken off „ j 

I AM fprther M rcqueft,an, 0I4 batta- 
lion may l^e left jine m the room of ti^e 
ftepoys, commanded by captain Stibbert, 
as they, are at ptefent unfit fgy immedi- 
ate fervice ’ i 1 > 1 ii , , 

Cof^ of Majoc Camac’r Apfwer to^ tEe ^ 
fortgaing Letter Dated Jidy fi', 1761^ 

*• 1 1 A S the Board' neither have, nor m- 

-tv deed have they the power to put 
me under your dicoStioiia, I am not ac- 
countable- to you for my proccedmgsr 
here , nor are you to prclcnbe the tunei' 
that may be reqnifite, for getting every-' 
thing ready for the tranlportmg thacpart 
of the army, which I am to tokc down 

with 
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captain Stilitert s‘liattaLon 
fii\l good enougli for any 'fcrviccihcy can 
Be'cmploycd dn^attliis fe^on of theyearj. 
■^d as the^havc Keen all ‘along appro- 
pnated‘for''the ufc of your faflory, ’l 
‘^Ihall^ceitainl/ include them m the two 
thqul^d feepoy 8, dirc&ed to be left with 
youi unlefs’ I ’receive orders from the 
gentlemen below to the contrary ’ 

J \ l t L 

Cojy of a< Letter^ from the Board (Mif 
Vanflttart, Amyatt, Sumner, and 
' j Smith) to A%«rCaniac Julyi4,i76r 


■«TTrE' have received a letter from 
VV Mr M'Gwire, dated the 6th 
inftant, accompamed with a copy of your 
letter to him of the lame date 


W E defire to know by what autho- 
nty'you have kept the command of the 
‘army at Patna j becaufc, either m Co- 


')ond Coote or'you, there la a manifeft 
^contdmpt'of our order of the 26th ulti- 
moJ'whithdifeaedjthat both you gentle- 
men ihbuld return to Calcutta, and that 
the'tryops fliould be left under the com- 
’ ’ manci 
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'mayrnot-ilunk that rule invariable,! you 
will’ give us iSive to^ infonn 'youj^that We 
can.iwhen Ihi? Company's ferviee requires 
It, oblige’’any officer, m their femcc,' to 
aft under the dircaionsof their Govemqr 
.“br fSiior^s', bt auy of their letdemeflt 
TTeither'is It poffible the fcmce 
can be well conduiffiffi, on the mdepen- 
dent footing I which you are pleafcd to 
clamr, witnefi your httlc regard to the 
rcprcfcntationijiof Mr M'Gwire, with 
refpea to the choice of the troops to be 
left at Patna, as ■ before-mentioned, ' al- 
thoi^h the Company s faftory, and ef- 
fcifts there, as well as the eiecution of 


the femee for which thofe troops are to 
be left, isi committed to the charge of 


that gendemam 


-To put an end to thefe diiputes, we 
direOr, that on the receipt of this letter, 
you give over the command of the ar- 


my to captam Carftairs; with orders to 
follovrthe d&ciftions of Mr M'Gwirc, 


to whom' we have given the neceflary 
inllru&ons concciumg- the draughtmg 
' of 
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not haye fuffcred it, "whilft I was at the 
head thereof, to the employed on the 
pnrpofes for which I find it is intended, 
without a dire<a breach of the declara- 
tions I have formerly qiade to you m re-* 

^ gard to Ramnarainj I cannot help, on 
this occafion, laying before you two pa- 
ragraphs, the'onc extrafled from your 
letter to me of the gth of February, vtz 
“We obferve,' when Colonel Cail- 
laud began his march to Patna, the be* 
ginmng of laft year, he liad particular 
infixuifrions from Colonel Chve, and the 
reft of the Committee, to protofi Ram- 
narain, m cafe of the Nabob s makmg 
any attempt againft his perfon or honor 
Webeheve fuch an injunitfaon atthistiific 
unneceflary, as the prefeiit Nabob feems 
to be well mehned towards Ramnaram. 
But Ihould It prove otherwife,' it is our 
‘ refolution to have the lame regard to the 
former engagements m his favor, as was 
then deCgned , and therefore direfr: you, 
in cafe of neceflity, to proteift Ramna- 
ram againft all violence and mjufticc, 
that maj be offered to his perfon, honor, 

or 
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or fortune." The other, from your let- 
ter of the 28th of April. “ We ever 
intended to preferve Ramnarain in the 
government of Patna ; and have there- 
foic recommended it to Colonel Coote, 
to give him his protedlion in all circiim- 
flanccs." Pray how aie thefe reconcile- 
ablc to the inflrudlions addrelTed to Mr. 
McGwire, of which I have feen a copy, 
attefted to be a true one, by the fub- 
fecretary. The force to be left at 
Patna, is expreflly faid to be, ** only to 
afiift the Nabob in fettling accounts with 
Ramnarain, and the feveral Zemindars 
of the Patna province.” After which is 
the following aiticlc. “ This you (Mr. 
M‘Gwire) are to do in geneial, to the 
' utmoft of your power, in fuch manner, 
as he may apply to you , with refpedl to 
Ramnarain, it may be necelTary to be 
fomewhat more particular. Colonel 
Coote IS already diredled to afliil the Na- 
bob fo far, as to fufpend him (Ramna- 
ram) from his government, until the ac- 
counts are fettled, and to put the Na- 
bob’s people in polTeffion of all the reve- 
VoL. I. T 


nues. 
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ntlesl-i»Thi9fyotfWill'cohfofnl t6j Md 
146 hiid’tc'brolight to 'aUl&djfldlnSat Of 
bid dtfcdiiiilaj by* fucB mi!ifuTrcsr,J ii4 tfi4 
Nibab'ifliyi thibk proper ' By thU 
RSMoarillfiS dblblUteiy ISft at tbe NaJ 
bobs 'tnercyj olid tbtOWli oUt 'Of thfil 
ptottiOUOb, wMchIhfc has hithcrtd all a-* 
lailg' f4c4ivtd frotd tbo EhgUfh) and thd 
eOiitJhUaliDn' Vvbetebf/ be had Bh hn- 
ddfibt4d right {d'ixpbS m Virtue of oiif 
fttlgigemtttts s add' m return for the at=J 
tachmerlt 'hd has evet £he\Vn nS Thd 
I*feI3din£ in4iltione, indeSdi his bavins' 
Wrote tO-the Nabob in hiS faVor,' which 
hiay lb far have ad 4ffca, as to prevent 
his dating difeQly to get him mad6 away 
With 5 but he ihay eafiiy dianige tO btr- 
hive to Rahinaraini In fuch a tiuliihcr; 
aS to caufe him to nlake away with bim u 
felfy which thofc bf ins caft have been 
frequently knowh to do. When they havtt 
happened t6 be dilhonored , be thiS aS 
iHTill, the Mharajah is frightened be-t 
yoad'expreffion He was with me’ thi 
dd|j> before yeftetday m the eVeUmgi and 
repfefented, iVith tears m hiS dyes, hii 
furjinzej 
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mvich,^Viituc* asid. honor i to Accept 
tljcm'jiiTi s'i ,3fi u ji I I Jib )" jbcih * 

I yl IB II in j1of{ 33fb. "I'-C. 



Jt ^tT^HE Encfidenttobfervcsj-that as 
iir 4-vI^onCainaoiias nothing to do 
but to obeytthda3rddrE.of the Board, and 
hasitfan^htfloipieftiQn on difputc upon 
thcnjjanhihedEtt^ersI ofj the yth inftant 
jyjU iequireino anfdrcr t < ill i 

I nltruf^emr,! however, byithctenor of 
njanyiofcthe.Majpr'fcletters, andthisin 
particular, that (he 1 thinks I himfelf the 
higher jkiwer, andithc3oard,"accounta- 
bje hjnii 'Upon thin principle, after 
qupti^ig the fpnner orders ,Qf the ScleQ; 
ComUuttce, infavori,Qfi'Raninarain,jihe 
pro<;ocd%t (5 detnapd; " Brayjhbwtajn 
jhfiC®/ recpncileable -itq, therianlUuaions 
addrpllpd the -zhth of rjune to Mr 
IVh‘Gwireig j. ,, tr - 

Ai-THppqHjth? Board mightdq them- 
felveshju/hfcflponian officer who. thus 
forgeta the refpea due to them^-yct we 
chufe rather to refer it to the determina- 


tion 
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tion of our honorable mafters, to whom 
it fliall, at the fame time, be made ap- 
pear, that thofe orders in Ramnarain's 
favor, aie now the ilrongeft judgments 
that can be produced againft him, as they 
are inconteftable proofs of our' defire to 
protect him, although the engagements 
which are fo much talked of - are. mo 
where to be met with. 'It fhall be provi 
ed alfo, that thofe who profefs the greats 
eft friendftiip for Ramnarain, and whp 
have permitted, if not encouraged ’him, 
in refufing or evading, for five month's 
together, to render any account of his 
adminiftration, are in effedt his^greateft 
enemies, by putting it out of our poWer 
to protedl him longer in fo ftiameful ah 
injuftice, in which he has already 'been 
upheld, until he had well near'carHed 
his point, that of bringing "the ‘Nabob 
to ruin, by a difgraceful fefidence at 
Patna, at an immoderate expence, with- 
out any income from the province. This, 
it is imagined, will hardly be faid to be 
the intent of the fiippofed engagements 
and therefore, if any have made Ram- 

T 3 narain 
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"niifaiii bthevcthtf meaning of tHeKwould 
be ft) ftrctched, itis'thcy' that are the 
"@116:^ tears 1 and iris'thcy^ that 

^nft ahfwr for' his unhappy death, if 
hc^lfooufd deftroy hiraftdf, as hfajor Car- 

<■10 r ’ ' ii' j t T,! . 

nac leans to apprehend It is, nowe- 

itiT /fln j 7 f , (f \ 1 , , , L ' ‘ 

ver, more than probable, that he will 
1 > <:f Tr tT^' . ^ j j. ^ 

jiot jirove cjuij.e fo defperatej and that 

when he is conymeed he is not mdypcoT- 

^■ilra|"of'lfie'Sub'ah of Moorihedahad, 

he will do what he ought to have done 
1 jfiii mo 1 11(1,® , , 

hve months ago j that is, render to ihe 

"Nabpj^ aa^ accijunt of lus adimml|iation, 

“"^d in fuch cafe be will be treated bet- 
nn tJ.o mj j I , ^ _ 1, 

ter than he pretends to espect, better a 

-Ol 1 I,' / 1 '1 , y- 0^1 

■gre^ deal than he deferves 

He has yet hopes, that Major Camac 
nk'y keep the command of the army A 
delay of twenty day3,and ColonclCoote e 
coining downto Calcutta, inieht prodnee 

hiclW "j ’ « rn ^ 

^ircm ordcis A man of Hamaarains 
’l^dil^fitioQ^lWnil conflrue'fnchapoffibili- 
^ ty mto^ a certamty , and whde he can 
^pc, for fuch aproteftion at the head of 
our fumy, 'he will continue to think he 
a nght to an unlimited protcaion, 

and 
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>ind jcontiiiue to cv.ulc rendering the hfa- 
hoh any accounts, 

JVIajor Csirn.-K dcclaies himfelf very 
freely on thi'> occafion, and gives at the 
fame |:un.c a freni indance of the refpetfb 
he has for gur authority. This parage 
of his Icttcf of the ^yth is worthy the 
gbfervation of the Board, as well as of 
our honorable mailers, who feldogi wpte 
to dieir Prefidepts and Cpupcijs \yitili /b 
great an air of fupejriority. “ I efleem 
tnylelf extremely h4ppy in being remoy- 
ed fiom the command of tlie army^ ,4s 
I coujd not have fuffeted 4, whild I 
at t))e Jjead tliercof, to be employed pA 
the purpofes for which I find it is in- 
tended, without a dired: breach of the 
declarations I have formerly m?-de to yojU 
in regard to Ra.mpitram.’' 

If more mllances of a like nature ar,e 
wanting, they rpay b,e feen m mapy c>f 
the Major's letter? ; particularly ip ope 
to the , Select Committee, darted the 1 6,th 
of June, iy6i. Ifi? own ppiniop ^apd 
declarations he the 4 ufe of hiS ac- 
tions, and lhall faperfqde tlie orders pf 

T 4 ^ the 
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fhc BoaTd,”^ IfiOur di^cljfgtiqparhad 
mqnted part of Jys , attcofipPi 

Ramaaram would nothavg beep, deceive- 
cd folong iThq pcgqited orders qf thp 
§clc£l Cpmnuttec for obbging-bun-tq 
fettle acpopnts -with thc-]Nabobj fhew/ 
tbal^it was neyej our intention to fereen 
bim ffon^tliat jijft d(5mand , the firll of 
thofe orders was m a letter to the Major, 
fo long ^go as. the yth of March, 1761 
It IS, true, wtdid-notfix aday for Ram- 
narains rfndenng his aiccounts, which 
IS a proof of the regard jie Board have 
fliewn him, and of, the moderation with 
which they havpj aftodi tlynughouti the 
whole affair , il 't 

Week after week, w« erpeded to 
hear that the accoqnts had been laid bc- 
fofO the Nabob j inftead of that, exenfe 
C5ujie upon excufe At length, on the 
iiydr of May, we fent the Colonel par-* 
ticnlar dtre&ons jm what manner to 
have- the accounts fettled , that Ramna- 
rqjn fhould be regarded as the deputy of 
the government of Moorflicdabad , that 
he (honld give the Nabob a faithful ac- 
T count 
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count of his outflanking balances^ Sii! 
the Nabob fend his own people ^to cbl- 
left them. Who would* have imagined? 
that after this, frefh evafidns would be 
admitted- for two ‘ months ~ more,- "ndt^ 
withflanding the Nabob’s entreaties '^d 
, reprefentations of the ruin, in which he 
mufl foon bo involved,’ by his ufelefs ex?- 
pences ? - ' ^ ^ r 

'The Prefident wrote more^ than once 
to Ramnarain, in confequehce of- the re- 
folutions of the SecferCornmittefe,' that 
our proteftion would - depend' ujpon hia 
rendering a-jufl-account-tb- the Nabob"; 
but he is Jately advifed by’ Mr. McGwire, 
that Ramnarain, inflead of- colleftihg 
his revenues in a regular ' manner, has 
taken, or ^rather accepted from the Ze- 
mindars, large Turns ' by way of prefentsf- 
which not being- brought to ' aceduhtj- 
makes their balances appear much larger 
than they' really are, and* hiS'^owh ‘ as 
much lefs. An unwillingnefs to confefS 
this fraudulftit attempt, feems^o be the 
true caufe of hi$ Peeking fo>‘many fhiffs 
and evafions.^ j 

jj. > Much 
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cl MaaoJimotfeifljfliliibB Cud/pu this 

■fubjca her«i|tcr,|in order to proyc.itP 
almipnorablftnmfters, ,tb4t, the refolu- 
Hbnft ktetyrtaken by t)ip Bo«d (qr.flS 

^jorjCarnafiippUtcly,cxpre(re?,it. ,thp 
}ni%ff3 <lmt )f, Ukfly to bp ciurifid 9n) 
wcrc>abfQ)ii.tfly nwf/lwy for prp/fmBg 
tbp.ptoieptitr?flqij;iity» for mmtmmg 
the coi^tppoo of the govcrnpjcpf of 
tberP I .prowess,, AP<^ fvi&hog, on our 
<part, thchtresfy Aibfifeig bpoyeppitb^s 

,Cotopapyiflpd,thc N^bob, a« bsJw 

i?ithMy dope pn bi?,-" , . 


jESf/ra^f Zffttfr from Mfl^or Cjrnap 
“ U the Gmtrngr and Counal Datfd 
1;^ jul'yBp" 1761 

jI' ' T T g A D <?£ meeftpg ypijr tjbaflbs, 
,rj '*• PS I npagtosd, for jbe great: djdjr 
gence tyith wjMch I executed your oc- 
, 4 erp. bjcccived, to nxy great furpress, 
a letter of cenfure from you, dated the 
14th mftant, but it giyes me the left 
concern, as I perccrye fo few have fuh- 
fenbed their alTsnt thereto 


1 


I HAVE 
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^ I H A VE nothing further at prefent to 
obfervc' to you,“ but that you can -never 
oblige a gentleman todo what^he thinks 
unjuft and unreafonable, fo Tong as/he 
has it' in his option to quit-the fervice^ 
and it is a fortunate' circumftahcei-wb 
have this in our power, iii 'a part of the 
world where, by reafon of ' the* extrerd^ 
diftance from redrefs, - we'are^expofedfto 
fuch frequent ill treatment,^ as ' I dn par- 
ticular have experienced ; ’ and“ from' no 
other demerit, that I am confcious oft 

' ^ i r ^ f 

hut having been impolite enou'gh' tcrMe- 
clare my difappr-obation of the late mea.- 
V fures 3 yet in this I aiq not lingular, as 
I verily believe, if the whole Board, could 
be aftembled (as in affairs of fuch impor- 
tance it feems abfolutely requifte that 
they ftiould, or at leaft their opinions he 
’coliedted) the half, if not the majority, 
would be found to concur with me in 
fentlment."” " * * ^ ^ 


ExtraSi 



jz8s{. J NcSh-atrui of ibe^^ 

J£ii) inaWo laihiJi J't I 'ui'l ’n'\ 
'ExtTd^ of^M? VanflttartV'!Afin«;i;'fff 

?( 0 u J I I'> ‘-JO’ 

f‘ /TMJEjiPrefident Ijcgs leave to ob- 
A, fervqlon reading Major Camac s 
Ifttcj, (tii^t he, mcnuoncA to Mr Ellis 
^tnc fmjcjago, that Jus Cgning his dil-' 
fent(jQ.a;iyi letter from the Board, is nei- 
ther culloDjary not proper , that the re- 
IblutioiiS ofithe^majonty of 'the Board 
are to deemed the refolubons of the 
Board, aod to be figaed as fuch byethe 
whole Board, that any member, who 
dilfents from the opuuoq of the majo- 
rity, IS to enter his diflent, and his rca- 
fpns, upon the body of the confulta- 
tjons , that the figmng dilfents iin the 
letters IS improper, becaufe it makes 
knpwji to the world the different opmi- 
oriS_of the members , by which means 
ig_may be the caufc of promoting a mif- 
undprftandmg, and it aUh expofes the 
Bo^rdito remarks, fuch as ‘Major Car- 
nac has not iailedv^to take the occalion 
of making 


The 
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The Prefident further obferves, that 
he apprehends Major Carnac has n<^ 
confined hi? remarks, on the opinions of 
the feveral members of the Board to his 
anfwers ' to our letters, but" has macfe 
them known even to the -Shah : and this 
he takes to be the reafon, ‘why-the eight 
letters laid before the Board ^re addreifed 
fome to the Council of Calcutta ’only, 
and others to the Governor and Council: 
jointly. The King -could- not have ad- 
drefied his letters thus, from-" any cuftom 
or principles of his own, becaufe in all 
parts of the Mogul empire, they never 
know or correfpond with but one chief y 
and all other forms of government they 
will regard as a weaknefs, of which they- 
wili endeavor ta take' advantage, as -is 
the Shah’s defign in the' prefent cafe ; 
and it is no doubt, im conformity to this" 
fyftem of" the country government, tha^^ 
^he Company have made it a rule in 'alb 
their Settlements, that the^country cof-^^ 
refpondence^ ihould be carried'on' through 
the: channel of the Governor alone. - ' 

: 'tLi 

HxtraB 
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yrn bn^ ? Ijno u ) ^ I '!'* * ' bjt'u u a 

ExtraB of the ‘tratflation of a Leftej- 
from Major Camac to the King. 

“ ^rr^ilE letters, ' which^ yoi fome 
i tune ago was^pleafcd to honor 
the Council with on certain afiairs^ were 
not fentj’for’want’of a tiufty perfon to 
Be chared with them On ray arnvar 
dt Patna, I found Colonel Cootc was 
prepandg’ to fet out for Calcutta, I 
thcrefote deli»ered''them to him', who 
will carry them (afe to the Council, who 
Will be greatly 'honored by the receipc 
thereof ' The Colonel Will, with his 
whole heart 4nd foul, exert all his power 
and influence that ) our royal orders may 
be comphcd With, and (peedily fend molt 
relpedlful arz’ecs in anfwer thereto frorae 
the Council At this wntifag your fer- 
vant'is prepanng to fet out for Calcutta’ 
in a day or tivo > and by tlie help of 
God will, lo conjundhonf with the Co-' 
loncl, exert his utmoll to have every 
thing accomplifhed agreeable to your 
Majefty s orders I will not delay to 
acquaint your Majefty of what may be 
determined 
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determined on by the Colonel’s and my 

advice.” ... V 

ExtraB of Mr. Vanfittai t’i Mmnte^of^ths, 
22<r/ of September, 1761. 

TT 7 ITH lefpedt to withdrawing 
V V Major Carnac from the com-v 
mand of the army, reafons were given^ 
at the time the refolutions were taken 
on the confultation of the 29th of June, 
and the fame reafons ftiU fubfift for 
Major Carnac declared, no, longer ago 
than kft Thurfday* at the Select Com- 
mittee, that he would be the judge of 
what orders he might receive from the 
Board. The Prefident obferves, that no 
fervice can be carried on, where there is' 
more than one authority ; if an officer is, 
to be the judge of the orders he receives 
from the Board, the execution of thofe 
orders will depend on his judgment, and 
not on the judgment of the Board.” > 


Copy 
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II 1 ii I il t 

Coff of Major Carnac'/ Anfaer to the 
foregoing 

“ /TA H E Prelidcnt has bfcn plcafcd 
X to alledge, in julhfication of hia 
haring xccallcd the Major Ixom the com- 
jnand of the forces at Patna, the Major" s 
inveterate hatred againft the Nabob, and 
his declaration, that he would be the 
judge of the orders he received. For 
the anfwer to the firft, he refers to hia 
letter which he now dehvers in , and 
with refped to the other, he begr leave 
to obferve, that he is truly concerned 
orders of fuch a nature have been given, 
as to oblige him to make that declara- 
tion^ and to repeat now to the Board, 
that he had rather meur the charge of 
dilbbediencc, than bnng dilhonor upon 
the nation, and dilgracc upon hunfelf 
and the forces under his command ’ 
Such repeated infults from an officer 
to the Governor and Council, under 
whofc orders and authonty he held his 
commiffion, highly mented fome pub- 
hc cenfure, and the world may be fur- 

pnzed 
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piized that he efcaped it. The fame 
majoiity of the Board, who gave the 
orders to Majoi Carnac, and who were 
thus iiifulted, might, and in jufdce ought 
to have difmilled him from the Company’s 
fervice; but we foi boie making ufe of the 
power which was in our own hands ; 
and leferied it to the Couit of Diredlors, 
to take fuch notice of thefe pioceed- 
ings, as miglit prevent the like difoiders 
in future. On this and all occafions it 
Will be found, that I have chofen the 
moft moderate meafures, and paiticu- 
larly avoided fliewing any marks of re- 
fentment aQ-ainffc thofe who had vio- 

O 

lently oppofed me, judging this to be 
the mofl: likely method of abating the 
lage of party. 


VoL. L 


U 


SEC- 



ago 


A-Nartatroe of the ' 

" >1 ■ . 5 v'' 

,.\.,SEGtTION Vm t 

Mr' Ellis 3^ Appointment t'o the CHef- 
' Hup'* of Patna', and hts Dilputes with 
'' the Nabob ^ 

, V — 1 , i\ 

JWr Elhs fucceeds to the Cbifjbtp oj Pat- 
na. — Hit InJlruSums from the Board 
— Debate'' upon- the hfruAuins — Mr 
Elhs arrive t at Patna — He groes Or- 
ders for femhg one of the Nabobh Of- 
fcert — Letter^ from the Nabob to Mr 
Elhsi and bu Aafwer — He-fetzes ano-i 
tber'OJicer of the Government, and 
fends him to Calcutta — ‘The Nabob s 
Letter to Mr 'Elhs on tbit SubjeB — 
' Letter from the Nabob to Mr Van- 
fittart — Mr Elhs fends a Detaebment 
of Seepoys, to fearcb the Fort ofbjlong- 

heer for Deferters Informations 

given to the Nabob upon this Proceed- 
ing — The Seepiys being r fifed Admit- 
I tante, take Poft near the Fort, and con- 
tinue- there three Months — Lieutenant 
Jronflde fearcbes the Fort, and the See- 
poys are recalled —Toro Letters, gtvmg 


an 
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the Qlpar and explicit inftnidlions I pro- 
pofed to be given him, and which, after 
adong debate,' were approved by a majo- 
rity ^pf the Board, determmed by the 
calbng voice of the Prefident The 
inftruftione propofed, and the opmions 
given, were as follows 

Injiru^um for Mr Elhs ^ 

“ Captain Carfhurs, the com- 
mandmg officer of the troops at Patna, 
13 ordered to aft under your direftions 
The. reafon f^r our keeping up fo conli- 
derable a force there, is to be in readi- 
nels to affift the Nabob, in reducing to 
obedience and good order any Zemin- 
dars of his dependance, thatmay givehim 
caufe of complaint, by withholdmg their 
rents, fomenting dilhirbances, or other- 
wife Our hoporable mafters, fcnfiblc 
of the impropriety of protefting a fer- 
vant againft bis mafters, and of the 
bad confequences that may refult there- 
from, have cautioned us very particu- 
larly on that fubjeft, imtheir lait gene- 
ral letter We think fuch their c^utipn 

very 
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vciy judicious, and that nothing butjea- 
louly and ill-wiil, between the Nabob 
and the Compan)^, can be the confe- 
quence of our inteifering in the fupport 
of any Zemindar, or other perfon hold- 
ing office, grant, or authority, under 
the government. It is expreflly contra- 
ry to our engagements with the Nabob ^ 
and befides, muft end in the rum of the 
perfon fo protedled, who, piefummg on 
our interpofition, throws off his refpeiS: 
to his mafier, and confequently ffiuts up 
all the ways of accommodation. Eveiy 
one that has been admitted under fuch 
prote( 3 ;ion, fiom the beginning of Jaffier 
Allee Cawn’s government, may be quot- 
ed as an inftance of the truth of this ob- 
fervation. We enjoin you, therefore, 
not to inteifere, diredlly or indireffly, m 
any affairs of the country government, 
01 with the people belonging to it ; but 
when the Nabob applies to you for the 
affiflance of any of our forces, to be fent 
to any part of the country, under his 
junfdidtion, - for the execution of any 
fervice, you are to take the opinion of 

U 3 the 
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thifofficencommandxngonr troops, iwhe-' 
thcP>^tho 'force lonijer (hisrcommaii4i'is 
fufficient &f thijjcxecutxon of the (cmcc 
pro{Jafcd,qor whnc partpf it i^ requifile 
to be fent If bejudgfs this force fuffi» 
cientjiyoB are to'direithim to proceed, 
and do hiB-mtijiaftfor the executioa of 
tho)fsi<i fcr^ioe ,ior if the -whole force is 
noriacceflaryv 4;o fend fuch a detachment 
as he judges- fiifficicnt.! Butifthcxom- 
manding officer fhoulAgive his- opimon, 
that the force, under his command, is 
not fuffioient fomthe execution of the 
propofed fervice, then you are to tranf- 
mit tO) us themoft fpeedy mtclhgencc, 
that wo may fend you a reinforcement 
After ^hs'Nsbob 3 departure from Pat- 
na, yop arc to give the laitie affiftance to 
theNaib or Ueputy, he may leave there, 
-for the management of the affairs of his 
igoveromcnt ' ^ / n , 

Ijul J(il ill' it Jill' 

firtsomg 

S^aME. o£ ^hc Boardbcing ofopuuon* 
tbatJMr Ellia^fbould havc^tbci power pf 
judging of the nature of the fcrvicc«,t on 
u i J ‘which 
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whcney?j, ajid f(?r-what femce hepltafesy- 
witliqut, tjic clucf s , being allowed t<? 
judge of nature of thofc ferviccs, 
may Ije atlcndyd with fuch fatal confe- 
ijncnccs, that it would be the height 
of imprudence to entnift any Nabob with 
It, cfpecially one who we have too much 
reafqn to fufped, would be glad of an 
opportunity to make an ill ufe thereof, 
in order to throw an. odium upon us 
Mr, Appyatt cannot, therefore, fubfenbe 
to the mUxudhons now before the Board, 
while they contam an article of fuch 
dangerous tendency 

Colonel Cootc is of the fame opi- 
mon wth Mr Amjatt. 

The Prefident approves of the orders 
as (hey now Hand, being, in his opmion, 
bed (Calculated to prevent difputes, and 
mod agreeable to our honorable maders 
injentjons 

. M R Ellis amveo at Patna, about the 
mjddlepf November, jud after theNabob 
had marched from thence for the Bougc- 
ppor country Mr Elhs s prqudicesa- 
gamd the Nabob s promotion, and dif- 
5 1 affedbon 
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pear by-'the Qomaftah,' cvailcd the "ex- 
ecution ofi 'this order, but acquainted thi? 
Nabob 'wlth^it.dand contented ‘himfelf 
with dednng hi'm to reprimand' Munfc- 
raml in the foUosving letter, dated' the 
31ft of ^January ,>>1762 ■' 

" I HAVE received a letter from Mr' 
EUis, ' the chief of the faflory at Pat- 
na, to this purport “ That one Mun- 
fcram Hircara,' m the Purgunnah of 
Arra, hast flopped Ibme opium belong- 
ing to Mr Hay, notwithflandmg there 
waa a duftuclc tvith it, and wdl not let 
It pals , that ! mull therefore take him 
pnlbner, end freeing the opium from 
his hands, difpatch it forwards ’ Re- 
garding your Excellency s favors, I have 
judged It not proper to impnfon Munfe- 
ramj but fubmit this matter to your 
Excellency j and requeft, that you will 
write a reprimand to the laid Munfe- 
ram, and command him to relealc the 
opium I requeft a Ipeedy anlwer to 
this addrels, thafl may write according- 
ly to Mr EUis ” 1 , 
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Mr George Gray, chief of the failory 
arMilda.^of his 'feizmg and unpnfon- 
ing the Pcflikar of Heeramun, ' the Ze- 
mindarand Wadadar of Tajphor, 'and 
fending Seepoys and' Europeans to pur- 
chafe gram, dnd cre<ft new faftortes m 
every diftniS of Pumea A copy of this 
letter, with a letter written by that gen- 
tleman to Sheer Allee Cawn, I fend yon 
enclofed,’ that you may be informed of 
the particulars Smee the ties of fnend- 
flup and 'hlhance have been eftablithed 
bfctween'itie'and the Englifh Company, 
and our mterefts m this country are u- 
mled, if you impnfon my people m this 
manner, to the' rum of my lands, and 
the impoverilhm^ of my revenues, fuch 
a proceedmg is very foreign from the 
fiiendthip and good underftandmg which 
thould fubfift betwceil us ‘ I defirc that 
you will take this affair mto confidera- 
tion , and, regarding our feveral con- 
cerns as umted, direil me how I am to 
ait, and it thall be dond accordmgly 
When you have read Mr Gray s letter 
pleafe to return it 

Copy 
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Copy of Mf . Ellis’j- ybifwer to ti^e above, 
Fcbiuaiy 4, 1762. 

“ Excellency’s letter, ea- 

clofino: a letter fiom Mr. George 
Gray, and the copy of one from Meet* 
Shcei Allee Cawn, I have read with 
great pleafure, and haye underEood all 
the particulais. I have before this, re- 
peatedly lepiefented to you the cor^i- 
plaints, which have been made ,to me 
againft the Zemindars of Purnea. Now 
Mr. Gray’s letter has clearly proved ,the 
infolence of the Zemindars, and the ju- 
Eice of my complaints. It is fadt, that 
the infolence of the Zemindars and offi- 
cers in every quarter exceeds all bounds, 
and that the Company’s bulinefs has been 
entirely obftrudted and ruined. , It ap- 
pears from Mr. Gray’s letter, that he 
complained to Sheer Allee Cawn twice 
or thrice againd: the Zemindars j but 
receiving no anfwer nor redrefs, he was 
under the neceffity of taking fuch mea- 
fures. At this time, a peifon in the di- 
ilri^ts of Mongheer having feized fome 

fait- 
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f^C-pette'of the'Company 'I Jhave ta- 
ken! hWprtfot}er,<'apd'fent him to- Cal-' 
cutta ! Of''this'iI inform 'ydur >Exccl- 
lencyi:* Having learnt the contents of 
Mr Gray's lettir, 'according to your or- 
dersili-fcniiiit-back'inclofed') " \ 


!iThb Nabob vm fo much provoked' 
by this’ letter, and the fixed refoluaon, 
which'he 'now plainly perceivcd'm Mr 
EUisp to take ‘every occafion to affionr 
him, 'thathe' from this time renounced 
all correljionilence with him ' ^ 

-The perlbn mentioned m Mr Ellis s 
letter, to' have been lent’ a pnfoner to 
Calcutta, wasanOfficcr employed by the 
Nabob as colleitorofthe rents of Punch- 


mahla,>in the* diftniSs of Mongheer 
His name was Coja Antoon -It was 
hiS misfortune to be an Armeman, and 


an agent of Coja Gregorc-(an Armenian 
alfo) whom' the Nabob had treated with 
fomc* marks of confidence and ellecm 


Hebad'bccn accufed of purchafing five 
mannds • of lalt-pctrc For this hewas 
lazed, and- brought pnfoner to the fac-* 

Tmi md ii a weight of eighty poundi 
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tory at Patna, by a party of Seepoys' 
fent from thence for that pmpofe. The- 
charge could not be denied, he confeiled, 
that he had bought the falt-petre, and 
for the ufe of the Nabob. But as the 
foie privilege of purchadng that article 
in the Bahar province had been granted 
by a perwannah from the former Na- 
bob, and confirmed by the prefent to 
the Company, this was deemed an in-' 
fringement of the Englifli rights, equi- 
valent to a robbery, and was termed fuch. 
Rajah RajebuUub, the Naib of Patna, 
repeatedly and earneftly folhcited Mr,' 
Ellis’s clemency in behalf of the unhapr 
py delinquent ; but his remonflrances 
agamft this infult on the government 
could not move Mr. Ellis ; an example 
was to be made of fuch a crime,^ and^ 
fuch an offender 5 and he was fent down 
to Calcutta, a prifoner and in irons, ^to 
be puniflied as he deferved. Left how- 
ever this crime fhould not have fufficient 
weight, another charge was likewife difr 
covered, and fent after him,, viz-, that 
he had treated with contempt the Com- 

, , pany’s 
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pony’s duftuck on a certain occaiion, by 
giving the pcrfon who carried it a cer- 
tificate of the goods, having been duly 
pafled by the principal chokey, and 
though upon enquiry it appeared, that he 
neither flopped the goods, nor detained 
the dufluck, yet this was made ufe of 
as an aggravation of his former offence, 
and a frefli proof of the Nabob s dilfc- 
gard of our privileges, and the infolencc 
of Armenian authonty I wifli I could 
add, that the blame of this proceeding 
had been confined to Mr Ellis, nor re- 
ceived a laniflion from the Board True 
It IS, that they declined inflidlmg any 
punifhment on him themfelves By their 
orders he was remanded to Patna, and 
from thence (after a confinement of 
three months, and a journey of above 
goo miles, noth all the horrors which 
the profpedt of an ignomimous death, 
or at leaft the loft of his ears, could give 
him) was delivered over to the Nabob, 
who was deflred to punifli him 

How feverely the Nabob felt the ef- 
fects of this mfiilt, will appear from the 
followmg 
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andt tten' to deflrc. a'lettcr to Sheer Allee 
Cawn LiSinccJinyifcrvants afo fiibjidlcd 
to fuch tnlults, my wnting can be of no 
\iCe ,1 You are the. mailer, ferid fbr any 
of niy officers, Zemindafs, Tahfildars, 
01^ tdugekars, where and whomfocver 
you pleafe How much my government 
and authority arc weakcned'by thcfc pro- ’ 
ceedings I cannot dcfcnbe ’ 

It ’may not be amlfs to mfert m this 
place, an extraft of a letter which I rt- 
ceived from thd Nabob about the 'time 
thatthefe difputes arofe', tvhichwillfervc 
to Ihew, how httle the Nabob was dif- 
pbfed to enter into fuch contefts, or to 
obUrudl the Company s trade or pnvi- 
leges It mull be remembered, how- 
ever, that we had no cbmplaints Of the 
Company’s bufincfs being mterrUptod 
either at Malda, which borders on I’vir- 
nea, lor m any other part of 'the coun- 
try,* though their name has'been lb free- 
ly made ufc of on this occaflbn i But 
the truth is, every ftruggle made by the 
couiitry people agamll the opprcffions i 
and extortions of the private Enghlh Go- f 
> f mallahs. 
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flicker in We fort of Monghcer/' then 
^goilcrncd by* Shujan Sing', 'as Naib to 
Woja^Gregore ‘ Mr Elki^ applied toRa- 
■‘ja'Rajebullilb, thc'Naib of* Patna, for 
an' order to Shujan Sing to deliver bp 
the deferter^ -’or fviffer the ‘fort to be 
fearched'for tHfem, and contenting him- 
felf with a'vdbal reply &om RajcbuUub, 
thki’he Wodld'wntc to Shujan Sing up- 
on the'fulijeQi'immediattly fenta com- 
p'any'of 'icepoys' to fearch the fort, and 
take the deferters' '' 

* '■"Wkk'th'br the Rajah' did aftually 
fend Mr Elks word, that he would 
write to Shujan Smg, and ncgleiked it, 
or the melTenger (no uncommon praifacc 
of Durbar attendants) had invented that 
anfwer for him i certam it is, that no 
fuch order was fcnt, nor mdecd had he 
'any authontyko fend one, the fort of 
^ MbnghecrbemggamfoncdbythcNabob, 
and entirely independent of the Naib of 
'Patna In effedt, when queftioned "tiy 
thle Nabob on' that head, he not only de- 
nied his havmg- wrote luch an order,’ or 
that he had evdr been applied'to'for one, 
’’ but 
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■* Gdo^gheiti CkWnJ^crarrifc tif thcMliEira- 
jSK'J'iind thsy'hive b'een fitting 'together 
fo^Jttfro hfibrSj in clofe dfcbate'lipon this 
triatter ' ’ The Mharajah bis ftnfliy en- 
joifaed Ldal,' 'and Rambukih, and the 
'othk* Hadzatces, arid the Tehngaa of 
Goor^heeii Cawn, riot to admit any Eu- 
ropcaii or Enghih fccjioy "'within the ci- 
ty, 'but to be bn their guard Confonn- 
ibly to the orders of Ihe Mharajdht all 
thd Hdz'zarcM.'ahd thefeepoys of Goo'rl- 
heen CawnJ ate on their guard ” ‘ 

1 1 ( I -> 1 

TranJIafton of a Letter from Raja Raje- 
(buUub to the Nabob Copy received 
tn Calcutta, February 22, iy 6 z i 


“ QHUJAN SING, the Naib at 
I ^ Mbngheer, has wrote to Sedde- 
ram, the Naib of Coja Goorsbeen Cawn, 

I ,115 1 I „ 1 

that tome tunc ago the feepoys fur- 
rduyded the fort but not fucceeding, 
they went to^ two gardens, which are 
nwr thefo^, to the'northwardand fouth- 
ward , and from thence to Scctacodnd 

t III 


;(whi^i^is' 

Cc^a Gregore. 


1 ! 


fituated near the nver) where 

■ ‘ ' IhV 

+ Setpoys 
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they' yet . i-emain . Shuj an- Sing reprgfent- 
ed to tl^epi, diat there^ werg.no Europ^- 
aps ip the fgft, and carried jty^-o of t^eir 
own people Into it, "apd ihewed them 
every, place abopt it \ and tlm^' no Eurp- 
peans y^ere to be found, ^ they '^ere ;mpt 
fatisfied, but wanted to fend two^(-fpr- 
jeants. But Shujan Sing apprehepijing 
they might have fome view, would ^ not 
permit the ferjeants to enter the fort ; 
this account I fent to Mr. Elhs," thro* 
tjie means of Gol^um Mahomed Ca'syn, 
to kpow why they aded in this im- 
prpper manner •, and that, at ' feyqral 
times, he was. 4ifpa-tching many Eu- 
ropeans and feepoys from Patna, to^- 
w;ards Mongheer fort ; on which ac- 
connt the inhabitants were n\ucl;i terri- 
fied, and had run away j that thofe who 

i y 

lived round Mongheer were driven to 
great diftref? 5 an^i the Zemindars, feeing 
all this, were dilatory in paying the re- 
venues 5 and defiring to tnpw what were 
his intentions ; that ,it was better for Jiim 
to recall his people ; and if, after eur 
^uiry, the Europeans Ihould ,be m the 

X 4 fort. 
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fort, I would gctitlvan, and deliver tieni 
up -Mr [Ellis opfwered plainly 5 “ Till 
die-fci]eants,gp,into the fort, I wdl not 
tecaU [ the ipen ' , I apprehend he wdl 
Ihortly fend more, people Tina I have 
reprelentcd for your information ’ 

Copy of a Letter from Mharajah Raje- 
buUub 'to the Nabob Dated March 
26^ 1762 , 

“ ;'^_OUR Excellency s perwannah, 
J- Cgnifying, that formerly Mr 
Elhs wrote, and now Mr VanCttart has 
■wrote ahb, that when the company of 
feepoys went towards Mongheer, I gave 
a letter m the name of Shuman Sing, the 
Naif of that place, for the fcarch and 
examination of the faid fort , that your 
^cellency is amazed at this informa- 
tipn j that 1 never gave you the lead: no- 
tice of this affair and that I fliould m- 
form you fully of the truth of this mat- 
ter,] I , have received with pleafure 

KNOW not m truth any thing of this 
affair, neither did any perfon ever de- 
mand, or 1 write fuch a letter j had any 
1 fuch 
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fuch demand been made^ wKat could 
have induced me to have given fuch a 
letter ? Or had there been anabfolute ne- 
ceffityfor-me, I would have' fir ft' ac- 
quainted you with the particulars, ' and 
waited your orders upon them. This- 
affair is utterly falfe and untrue.’' 

Loose as the country difcipline is,-it 
required little fagacity in Shujan Sing to 
difcover, that it was a part of his duty, 
as well as a proper caution of felf-fecu- 
rity, to deny the party an entrance into 
the fort, which he did by- ftiutting the 
gates, and threatening to fire upon them, 
if they approached within gun-£hot of 
the walls. This was complained of as 
the higheft excefs of infolence in Shu- 
jan Sing 3 and the Nabob was defired to’ 
punifti him, for doing what he would 
have deferVed to lofe his head, had he 
not done. 

- O N this weak pretence was the party 
continued atMongheer, forthree months. 
Mr. Ellis (fupported by the Board) in- 
fifted on their being admitted to fearch 
the foit^ and the Nabob, as tenacioufly- 

refufed 
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lefufcd ,it,>i?sflAiming allLthqftini? a- 
gauaitt^uriljtP^cli pf iai?4 fQptinjjr 

laj and jisjp^otol^^d ads pf ho/bjity agaj^ 
■hifn jAi; Jpngth, yielding tomyiper- 
Juafipns^jhpi copfcntcd, that any perfpn 
jfentlfrpnaLmei might fearch thp fort, 
jrju? comntdJton was gjyeij to lieutenant 
Itondd?! . 'i^ho lancompanied Mr, Haft- 
^ga on his^journcy to the Nabob, and 
he was admitted accordingly, but found 
noidefertprs , and upon the ftn<2eli en- 
quiry, as well, as the declaraupn pf a 
French tnyahd, who ^lyas entertainedi m 
th? fort, and who obtained his difchargc 
at the lame time, had all the tcalbn m 
\thet world to be convinced, that none 
had ever been, in it , 

IijIThs event of this enquiry being made 
■ hn owfi tp Mr Elhs, he was obhged, by 
jthcordcriof the Board, toiput an end tP 
,tiq,difpute3, whiph he did by a wntten 
order to captam Carlhurs, ,to tccall the 
^poys, tPI conlidcration of the feijcant 

C'5''i'9i!ha4 tndeed attended heutcnfnt 
J,oq^dc)j|h 3 yipg been admitted to fearch 
l^hpiort ,|, ,, , ,, I 
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If Mr. Ellis’s real intention, by this 
open a(3: of hoftility, was not' to provoke 
the' Nabob to retaliate it', it will be hard 
to affign any other reafon for fo extraor- 
dinary a proceeding ; and harder yet to 
Conceive, upon what grounds he fhould 
expert to recover the deferters,^ by' the 
method which he profeffed to take ' for 
that purpofe j the' fort of Mongheer be- 
ing near three miles in circumference, 
encompaffed by the river- on two lides 
of it, and a large town ‘ on the otlier, 
'and within crouded with houfes j info- 
much, that five hundred men might have 
been lodged within the walls when the 
party firfl arrived, and conveyed away 
without being detected in their efcape ; 
or -they might even have been concealed 
in the fort-, with almoft an equal proba- 
bility 'of fecunty, from any fearch that 
could have been made for theni’ ' in ' fo 
wild and intricate a place. ' - - ' 

But without featching for the hfd- 
'den motiv6' of this pro’ceeding, the coii- 
"feqitences were but too- ‘evident, '"in the 
conviction which it uave the Nabob' of 

Mr. 
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Mr Ellis s unconquerable refolubon to 
'cr^te'fy^ breach’' between Vhim and the 
Enghih,^'' m'^the contempt which it 
ibroughtiupon hia government, and in 
.the-enconragen}entiwhich it gave to the 
diljffedlcd perfons about his court to con- 
,lpireiagainlb his life, m which they had 
nearly fucceeded ii i 

Ld I 8HA,LL conclude this article byob- 
Icrving, that though every argument was 
ufed ito ' make i good the charge againft 
Shujan Smg.iand the teft/it was put to 
ended, entirely in. his favor Yet not the 
leaft latisfadioniori apology, was made to 
the Nabob, for the indignities which had 
been offered him ; on_the contrafy, oc- 
calion was taken, from his complamts 
againft Mr Ellis, to lay a frefli charge 
agamft him, of difaffeihon to the Com- 
pany, and a diftruft of the Engliih 
honor \ 1 1 ..iL 

j, iW H I n s T this affair was m agitation 
another difput? arofe, which for breyity 
I ihall relate^ m the words of Rajebul- 
lub,/ag contamedi m the twoifoUowmg 
dettexs 1 I ■ / t 1 i 

,ntj/L tranjla- 
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them, and givmg them beetle, I diiimired 
them They 'took thcif leave of me.Jbut 
did not gd^o the faflory V and not be- 
ing, able |)p lit ,at the gate,, fix fcepoya 
llationed ^thepiielvea m a Ihop of the 
B?izar, in, fl\c pallage which leads tq , 
my houfe, |d(;n[i!pdmg the Cofirccj with, 
fome gold moljirs, which \verc plunder- 
ed 1 feijt,pplaiirq Mahomed Cawn^to 
the chief, ^o cxpqftulate with him, 
making fuch tiiflea ,aqiiattcr, of debatey ( 
and to defiije hip. to recall the feepoys 
He, would ^bypo means conient, but, re- ^ 
phed in jpger, “ tiU fhc ,Cofiixe is ^ 
brought mto py prelencc, I wdl never 
recall the feepoys Smee p this panner 
tl^c affairs of the govemrqent fiiffer in- 
dignity, and lam not pnpowered to do any , 
thmg without your commands , I p- 
queft you will fpeedily favor pepipi 
yoijr orders ujran this affair, that I pay 
adtuccordpgly 


I I I (j 

Tranjlatvm ' 
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‘ ''j 

7 * ranjlailoti of a .Letter from Mharajah 
Rajebullub to the Nabob. _.) 

k» 

fubRance of a quarrel which ' 
A happened between Mr. Ellis’s* 
people and the Cofffee belonging to 
Goorgheen Cawn-j and of thefixfeepoys ' 
being Rationed at a £hop in the Bazar, 
in the way to my houfe, I have before 
reprefented in an addrefs to your Excel- 
lency, which you will have received. 

Several times, both yefterday and 
to-day, a perfon came from the fadory 
to demand the Coffree. By the means 
of Meer Abdoola and Golaum Maho- 
med Cawn, who formerly paffed and 
repaired into the fadory on bulinefs, I 
returned a fuitable anfwer. At length 
the chief declared, that if the Coffree 
was not fent, it would be treating him' 
with contempt 5 and if he was fent, for 
one inftant only, he Ihould be immedi- 
ately difmiffed. To-day therefore the 
Coffree was fent. The chief, enquiring 
the occalion of the difference, told him, 
he fprgave him his offence, and at the 

fame 
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lame tune dilrmircdhim.andwithdrawmg 
the feepoys, called them home At prc- 
fent there are no feepoys at this place 
These, and fuch like diiputcs, be^ 
came, at length, almoft the only fub- 
joS of the letters, which paffed between 
me and the Nabob , of thefe I lhall pro- 
duce one or two by way of example, to- 
gether with Mr EDis s own letters, and 
fome extrads from the confultations up- 
on the lame fads 

Copy of a Litter from Mr Elhs to the 
Governor and Council Dated Janua- 
ry 26, 1762 

“ T^ROM the late frequent mterrup- 
tions given to our bufinefs, I am 
neceffitated to acquamt you of the ge- 
neral difregard fliewn to the Enghfli duf- 
tucks throughout the country, but more 
particularly fo m thofc parts where the 
Armenians have any influence 

I N purfuance of our honorable maf- 
ters orders, per Lord Mansfield, a quan- 
tity of turmerick was purchafed near 
Mow, which when ready I font a duf- 

tuck 
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trj,) for, near, th{5«) pxpqtha j, ap^ , 
arftTOihy tpo^e, op d^ffprcPtf parts, of Ih? , 
nver, in the fame fituation , This (hire- o 
gap^2f>f thcj dtu^ck, maybe attendeji 
tvit|ti5b^i\yoii(l;confequences to theponr-^ , 
panya huline{8,,as,weU as private mer->,^ 
chapta 5 I therefore fubmit it to your j 
derermination, ^hether (lince the Na- 
bob,, feems to, allow, of It) It would be 
mpil eligible fot ua to punifh feverely 
any who may impede the carnage of 
merchandize, havinganEnghfhduihick ” 

'i - I 

£irnzff of- a Letter from the Cbtf and 
Counal at Patna (Mef Elba, Lvdh- 
ington, and Howit) to the Gofaernor 
and Connoil January z8, 1762 - 
“ 00 ME days ago Mr Smith, be>- 
^ mg at M6w, informed the chief 
from thence of one Coja Antoon, an" 
Armeman, havmg feized five malinds of 
fdt-petre, and fent it to Mongheer j m 
confequence of which, a party of fec- 
poye was detached to brmg the Arment- . 
an piafoner to this fafiory On bemg 
examinedv’^ie acknowledged the fadt, as 

kkowife 
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iikcwifc the inclofcd letter, in anfwer to 
one which our gomaflah wiote to him 
on the lubje^St. 

Having not the leall profped: of any 
rcdi els from the Nabob for thiscontempt 
of the perwannah, we have thought pro- 
per to fend the Armenian under a guard 
to Calcutta 5 not doubting, but that you 
will caufe fuch a punilliment to be in- 
fli<fl:ed on him, as may deter others from 
the like pradiccs in future.'* 

E\(raB of a Coiifultatlon, held at Cal- 
cutta the iith of February, 1762 
(Piefeiit Mf Vanlittait, Arayatt, 
Johnifone and Flay). 

ANTOON, an Armeni- 
an, born at Delly, rehding at 
Mulky, on behalf of Sedderam, the Na- 
ib of Coja Gregory (who rents eight 
gauts in that part of the country) hav- 
ing been feized and fent down by the 
chief and council at Patna, for having 
prefumed to give a duduck for goods 
belonging to the Company, which had 
before their own proper - duftuck ; hke- 

Y 2 wife 
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wife 1 for 1 taking'jfifoin IthetGompany/s’* 
Nunneasitfivcjnaunds ofrpctreJ.rbcing 
bhiught bcforcj the Board, jwa| fhewn 
dnftuck jwhich, be gave witbntbe 
gqods, and the detter he wrote 1 to our 
gomaflah.J regarding the five maunds of 
falt-pctre, and aiked, whether he wrote 
^them, landqwhat were hi 8 reafons for fo 
iddingfl I >>'1/ I 

'■d Oh^ A'l AtiTooN acknowledges the 
dliftutk 'and letter to have been wrote 
b/ him / and declares, that he did not 
tear' or' take away the Company s duf- 
tuck, but only* took a copy of it, and 
returned it with a dulhick, under the 
feal of Sedderam, to enable 'the goods 
to' pafs the gauts belonging to Sedderam, 
that It was always the enftom to do fo, 
and that he did the lame with the Na- 
bob s With regard to the petre, he 
lays, a Nunnea, belonging to the Sircar, 
came from the oppofitc fide of the nver, 
in order to purchafc ten rupees* worth of 
'petrej that he thereupon fent forone of 
the Company s Nunneas, and defired 
*1' him 

• The people who worh the lalt-petre. 
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him to let the other h.ivc the petre , to 
wllich he rcAclily conlented ; that as Iboii 
as the petre \\ as obtained, he lent the 
Nunnea, belonging to the Sircai, with 
the falt-petrc acrols the river, accompa- 
nied by one of his own fervants, to pre- 
vent his being flopped. 

T H i: Board being of opinion, that 
upon the whole, Coja Antoon has taken 
upon himfelf an authority which he has 
no right to ; and it being reqiufitc, that 
he be made an example of, to prevent 
others from the like pra6:ices in futuie > 
but as he is a feivant of the govern- 
ment's, it properly belonging to the Na- 
bob to chafiifc him : 

Agreed he be fent to Patna under a 
guard, and that the gentlemen there de- 
liver him to the Nabob with a letter, 
which the Prefident is delired to write 
to him, inlifting upon his punifliing Co- 
ja Antoon in a public manner, to pre- 
vent others from cairying the petre out 
of the country, and calling pur duftucks 
in queftion ; and we delire the gentle- 

y 3 men. 
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nlen' at Patnai< t'oliJifotmJ uit particularly 
whaPpupilhinencho infliias upon'hun 'L 
^nijiJ ijIuL!) luc t 111 1 lit 

Et-fra^iOf a ^fetter, from^ Ellis to 

G^ernpr,^anJ Council JJateJ Fe- 
bruary 13, 1762 ,,, 

“ A Company of fcepoys svas detach- 
^ eddow^n the nvcr, m quell: ‘of 
defertersj^ •‘of which I apprized Rajcbul- 
lub, and delircd an order for the fer- 
jcanti of thci party to be admitted to 
jearch,thefort of Mongheer This he 
aflUreH nje was fent down , but the fer- 
jeantl otuhis amval near Mongheer, hav- 
ing difpatcheia melTengcr to dcfire ad- 
mittance,^ received an anfwer from one 
Shujan Smg (Goja Gregory s deputy) 
that if he did not keep out of the reach 
'of his guns, he would fire omhim , and, 
at the ifamc time, he ported all his peo- 
ple! round the walls , upon which the 
fcqcant, who had pofitive orders to give 
no'offcnce io any perfon whatever, went 
aboiit two cols off, where he remaiBs, 
with his party, m the utmort dirtrefs for 
prosifionj Shujan Smg having forbid 
"■ any 
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cauott has ipduf ed the gentleman to fendr 
feepoys to att^ch^thc foi;t(of iMpngheet j 
I have ever regarde(J the folcmn and fa-_ 
pred obhgitiop^^^f the treaty, which 
fublifts between us , and have, m no in-i 
dance, faded m any of the duties of 
fnendfhip But why you, gentlemen, 
in defiance of the treaty, fliould thus 
commit hofldities againil my fort, and 
my fervants, I cannot conceive De- 
pending on your juftice, and the mcli- 
nation which you have fhewn to befnend 
me, m all my affairs, m conformity 
with the treaty, I have wrote you of 
this affair, and lend you the advices a- 
bove-mcntioned for your information I 
am here taking fuch meafuits for regu- 
lating the concerns of quarter, as 
you might approve of, and have ftatioa- 
cd men in the forts and tannahs If this 
IS. contrary to your mchnation, intimate 
xt to me, that they may be recalled 
What necefllty was there to fepd an 
armed force agpmft my people ? What- 
ever you judge adyifeablc and proper on 
this occafioD, do you delprmniCj _aijd_m- 

form 
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ieen \CS,?ra's7f kin(iiiefl,'-and! appointed 
6J‘luni’'td fficfchargb'of 'thcfafi^s-df 
PimcHmala/aec m thddiftn<2aoPMongi 
Beer, ‘vrsJ fozcd’and earned away by a- 
boa^ four' liundred Eiiropeans 'and ‘fee^ 
poys-'m the^Engldh fervicc, 'who Were 
dhpatclicd fe that place The affair* is 
this' li was- reported, that ho had bought 
i frnall quantity of' £ilt-pctre,‘ which he 
was acc^ed"of having plundered from 
tlic faitory^I was going to fcnihGolaum 
Mahomed Cawn to enquire into this 
ofFair , when Bya Sedderam agam fent 
me word, that they had brought Coja 
Antoon to the fadlory Accordingly, I 
font Golaum Mahomed Cawn to Mr 
Ellis, the chief of the faftory, to repre- 
fent to him, that Coja Antoon was a 
man of credit, and entrufted with affairs 
oT great confequcnce under the govem- 
ment, and that to tre^t him m to vio- 
lent a manner was improper j that if he 
would fend, him to me (whif h was pro- 
per) I wonld examine him But this he 
would by no means confent to , but re*- 
pUed, that the man bad done great pro- 
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prize It, ‘but weiir intis' the-gardeaf and 
placed guards around the fort. Theiride- 
fign 18 certainly to deal treacherduliy by 
usi though -what their motives are cannot 
be known, nor have they declared them- 
felves 'As ''their force is finaU, they 
have wrote to their chief, tiiat the fort 
IS fo well fccured, that they cannot at- 
tack It j but if a reinforcement be fent 
them they will ftorm it For this rea- 
fon I wntc to you to acqnamt i^u, that 
there is no danger fixim one or two com- 
pames j but if the chief of the fai&ory 
at Patna fliould fend a large force to 
their allilbmce, it will not be m my 
power to oppofe them We are but one 
hundred new raifed burkundafles, with 
the feepoys and peons which belong to 
the gamfon, and are ready to facnfice 
•ourfclvcs to the fcrvicc of our mailers, 
-As you arc in the place of my com- 
mander, I itqucft you will difpatch two 
■or three hundred good men Ipceddy by 
water to my alEftancc I lhall do my 
duty, but you know that I have but a 



